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On behalf of my fellow trustees, I am pleased to report the performance 
of the New York Power Authority (NYPA) in 2015 further strengthened 
its industry-leading position, and enabled us to again address New York 
State’s ongoing and emerging energy needs. 

Our large-scale power projects generate clean, affordable electricity  
for our customers, including local, county and state governments, 
businesses of all sizes, not-for-profit organizations, and municipal  
and rural cooperative systems. Better than ever, we’re meeting the 
ever-changing energy needs of all of our customers in efficient  
and innovative ways.

The 2015 New York State Energy Plan, put forth by Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, 
calls for 50 percent of New York’s electricity to be generated by 
renewable sources by 2030. NYPA is well-positioned to provide the 
leadership needed to meet that objective, as more than 70 percent of 
our electricity is already produced via hydropower.

NYPA hydropower also supports job creation and retention across the 
state through our many economic development programs. In addition, 
we’re participating in other creative initiatives to attract desirable 
businesses to the Empire State. For example, in 2015 NYPA was again 
the primary funder of 43North*—the world’s largest business idea 
competition—which provides $5 million in cash prizes each year to 
startups from around the world that move to Buffalo to grow their 
businesses and create new jobs. 

While proud of our continuing success, be assured NYPA is not resting 
on its laurels. We’ve taken a long, hard look both inward and forward in 
developing Strategic Vision 2020, an in-depth plan that provides the 
framework to meet challenges and pursue opportunities. 

In the next section of the Annual Report, our President and CEO  
Gil C. Quiniones explains, in his Letter to New Yorkers, more details 
about the results of our initial actions to create the foundation to 
achieve that strategic vision.

My fellow trustees and I are proud to be part of NYPA with its rich 
history and outstanding management team. Together, we are 
committed to provide our customers, and all residents of our great 
state, with best-in-class services and performance.  

 Sincerely,

 

 John R. Koelmel
 Chairman
 March 2016

Readers of the print edition will find the symbol u  embedded in 

photos and asterisks (*) in the text to access supplemental videos, 

and also hyperlinks to Internet resources, available in the digital 

edition at nypa.gov.

https://youtu.be/_vhovk1uIdQ
https://youtu.be/CF6fW5oUXaM
http://energyplan.ny.gov/Plans/2015
https://www.nypa.gov/services/economicdev/economic.htm
https://www.nypa.gov/Strategic-Vision-Plan14-19.pdf


In the summer of 2015, I was invited as president and 
chief executive officer of the New York Power Authority  
to attend a reunion of the construction and other workers 
who built the Niagara Power Project more than half a 
century earlier. It was fascinating to hear the so-called 
Hard Hats of Niagara talk about the herculean efforts of 
thousands of workers who built this massive hydropower 
complex, which was the largest in the Western world 
when it was completed in 1961.

This engineering marvel remains the largest power 
producer in New York State. Its 2.4 million kilowatts (kW)
of generation is the equivalent of powering nearly  
3 million average-size homes. If you stand atop the 
project’s Robert Moses Niagara Power Plant, which 
hovers over the Niagara River about 4½ miles 
downstream from Niagara Falls, it’s hard not to be 
impressed by the work that went into building the project.

Just as inspiring, however, is what NYPA’s more than 
1,725 employees are accomplishing today.                       

We are the largest state electric utility in the nation, and 
we are moving forward through unprecedented change 
in the energy industry. 

While you may not notice much difference on the outside 
of our 16 generating facilities throughout the state,  
a great deal of innovation is happening inside. NYPA  
is evolving to meet the demands of customers who want 
more choices. We’re embracing new technologies that 
will strengthen the Power Authority for the long term and 
make us a more sustainable organization. And we’re 
contributing to Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s Reforming the 
Energy Vision (REV) initiative by developing innovative 
solutions to reduce energy demand and make the power 
grid more resilient. Throughout it all, NYPA continues to 
offer electricity for less than standard utility rates.

Setting lofty goals is nothing new for NYPA. It took hard, 
unrelenting efforts to build our Niagara and St. Lawrence-
Franklin D. Roosevelt power projects in the 1950s and 
60s, and that work ethic has not been forgotten. The 

Power the economic growth  

and competitiveness of  

New York State by providing  

customers with low-cost, clean,  

reliable power and the innovative 

energy infrastructure and  

services they value.

our mission

our
vision
visionHard Hats of Niagara marked progress differently than 

NYPA does today, but the primary objective in both  
eras has been identical: to move New York forward.  
Our mission is to power the economic growth and 
competitiveness of New York State by providing 
customers with low-cost, clean, reliable power and the 
innovative energy infrastructure and services they value.

The construction worker’s toolbox of yesteryear has  
been replaced with a modern-day version—our  
Strategic Vision 2020. This multifaceted plan, which  
is guiding NYPA into the future, contains six themes: 
Customer Solutions, Asset Management, Smart 
Generation & Transmission, Workforce Planning, 
Knowledge Management and Process Excellence.  
In 2015 our focus on these areas produced impressive 
results that allow NYPA to remain a leader in public 
power while simultaneously charting new ground for 
2016 and beyond.
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Dear Fellow New Yorker,
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https://youtu.be/YJRqSKCLrw4
http://www3.dps.ny.gov/W/PSCWeb.nsf/All/CC4F2EFA3A23551585257DEA007DCFE2?OpenDocument
http://www3.dps.ny.gov/W/PSCWeb.nsf/All/CC4F2EFA3A23551585257DEA007DCFE2?OpenDocument
https://www.nypa.gov/Strategic-Vision-Plan14-19.pdf
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1customer solutions

Expand NYPA’s customer solution offerings through 

the provision of a seamless bundle of services 

aligned to customer needs.

Every decision made by NYPA is made 
with our customers in mind. At year’s end, 
NYPA had 1,048 customers, ranging from 
local and state government entities to 
municipal and rural cooperative electric 
systems, and businesses and non-profit 
organizations of all stripes. 

That’s a simple description. We can’t 
accurately describe our customer base in 
one sentence, just like we can’t meet their 
needs with a singular approach. Fortun- 
ately, NYPA’s focus on Customer Solutions 
gives us several methods to meet their 
needs and simultaneously make New York 
State a better place by powering job 
growth and economic development.

Our programs in this area delivered  
impressive results in 2015:

NYPA’s Premier Economic Development 
Program
ReChargeNY (RNY) shows the work of 
NYPA and its customers goes hand in 
hand. The legislation was signed into law 
by Governor Cuomo in 2011 to provide an 
effective incentive for businesses to  
create jobs and make long-term capital 
investments in New York State. RNY 
extends contracts for customers for  
up to seven years, giving them the long-
term commitment they need to plan their 
business goals. 

The Power Authority’s Board of Trustees 
approved 69 new low-cost power  
allocations in 2015 totalling more than  
32 megawatts (MW) to 56 businesses and 
not-for-profits, helping create or protect 
more than 14,700 jobs. Approximately  
840 allocations and over 402,000 jobs 
have been linked to the program since it 
began allocating power in 2012.

RNY consists of 910 MW—half from NYPA’s 
hydropower, and the remainder provided 
by the Power Authority, or from other 
sources. RNY’s effectiveness can be seen 
through reduced electricity costs for its 
recipients, and improved job creation and 
retention, and capital investment. 

In 2015, we reached an outstanding RNY 
milestone.  We made our first five-year 
report to the governor on progress made in 
the program, and found RNY has led to  
$33 billion in capital investments. About  
70 percent of the cumulative-to-date awards 
have gone to manufacturing companies, 
with RNY allocations also helping business-
es in health care and social assistance; 
wholesale trade, professional, scientific and 
technical services; and information. Also, 
the majority of RNY power became fully 
utilized—as of Dec. 1, 2015, 774.8 MW had 
been allocated—and we expect further 
gains in employment and capital invest-
ments across New York State.

In Western New York
Our Expansion Power and Replacement 
Power programs sell electricity generated 
at our Niagara project to Western New York 
businesses in return for their creating jobs 
and pursuing significant capital invest-
ments. We gave five Expansion Power 
allocations and four Replacement Power 
allocations in 2015, totalling more than 13.5 
MW, in return for commitments by those 
nine businesses to create 420 jobs and 
leverage capital investments of more than 
$220 million. 

Trustees approved nearly $10 million in 
funding to enterprises in response to 
recommendations from the Western New 
York Power Proceeds Allocation Board. 
The awards support the retention of more 
than 220 jobs and the creation of more 
than 110 jobs, leveraging nearly $70 million 
in capital investments.

In Northern New York
In three Northern New York counties, the 
Preservation Power program provides 
low-cost power to businesses. Last year, 
our trustees approved an allocation to one 
firm, for 3,000 kW, in exchange for 
commitments to create 10 jobs and 
leverage more than $6.6 million in  
capital investment.

1  MW ReChargeNY power = 68 new jobs =  
$61.1 million capital investment, on average

u 5NYPA Annual Report 2015  

https://youtu.be/ZEXwKfEUbOY
https://www.nypa.gov/RechargeNY/default.htm
http://www.nypa.gov/RechargeNY/ReChargeNYEff_2016.pdf
http://www.nypa.gov/RechargeNY/ReChargeNYEff_2016.pdf
http://www.nypa.gov/services/economicdev/economic.htm
http://www.nypa.gov/services/economicdev/economic.htm
http://www.nypa.gov/wnyppab.html
http://www.nypa.gov/wnyppab.html
http://www.nypa.gov/services/economicdev/economic.htm
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Energy Services Implementation results: 
53 projects • $165.3 million financed for customers

45,040 tons of emissions reduced annually

customer 
solutions

The North Country Economic Development Fund, with a board 
membership that includes NYPA, approved two loans in 2015 
totaling $400,000. In return, the recipients committed to retaining 
47 jobs, creating 17 new jobs and investing approximately  
$3.5 million.

Highlights of NYPA’s Economic Development Accomplishments:

•  The state’s incentive package for the expansion of Yahoo!’s  
data center* and the construction of a customer call center in 
Lockport included 7.2 MW of NYPA hydropower. The project will 
bring 115 new jobs and a capital investment of $170 million.

•  Autronic Plastics, an injection molding company in Suffolk 
County, will create 21 jobs, support 106 existing jobs and commit 
to about $4 million in capital investment in exchange for 436 kW 
of low-cost electricity under RNY.

•  NYPA reworked its power supply agreement with Alcoa to help 
keep approximately 600 jobs in Massena. The new arrangement 
includes tens of millions of dollars in additional NYPA hydropow-
er savings through March 2019.

To provide further value to our customers, we address their energy 
efficiency opportunities through our Energy Services Implementation 
program with services including design and installation of new 
lighting and motors, and upgrading heating, ventilation and 
air-conditioning systems.

Highlights of Energy Services Implementation:

 •  A $25 million project—part of the largest energy services project 
in Metropolitan Transportation Authority history—at Grand Central 
Terminal in Manhattan. It will save $2.5 million in annual energy 
costs and reduce greenhouse gases by more than 11,200 tons  
a year.

•  A $15.2 million project at the Monroe County Civic Center in 
Rochester that will save more than $750,000 in annual energy 
costs. Improvements included high-efficiency lighting, a 
micro-steam turbine and an 85 kW solar installation.

•  $1.5 million in contracts in Westchester County to help munici-
palities install energy efficient street lighting in Briarcliff Manor, 
Cortlandt, Harrison, Mount Pleasant and Rye Brook. The work  
is expected to save taxpayers nearly $400,000 per year.  

•  Cornwall Central School District in Orange County partnered 
with NYPA on a $5.5 million energy efficiency project at five 
schools, saving more than $300,000 in annual energy costs. 
The upgrades will reduce greenhouse gases by 895 tons a year. 
Work included installation of boilers and lighting controls.

K-Solar
Our economic development programs are only one way we help 
move New York forward. We made significant progress in 2015 on 
K-Solar, a partnership with the New York State Energy Research 
and Development Authority (NYSERDA) and working with the state 
Education Department, to help school districts cut costs through 
the installation of solar energy. NYPA offers its expertise in solar 
power and power purchase agreements so districts pay no upfront 
costs.

By the end of 2015, more than 40 percent of the state’s public 
districts have requested K-Solar information, 318 districts regis-
tered to participate and 10 districts signed power purchase 
agreements totaling 10 MW of power.

New York Energy Manager
State government customers are the focus of our New York Energy 
Manager* (NYEM), which addresses Governor Cuomo’s Executive 
Order 88 (known as BuildSmartNY) to reduce energy consumption 
across all state buildings by 20 percent by the year 2020. NYEM, 
headquartered in Albany with a new facility there scheduled to 
open in 2016, improves energy management and operations at 
more than 3,000 state-owned facilities. 

Microgrids
Many customers are embracing microgrids, which can disconnect 
from the traditional power grid to operate independently. We 
created an Integrated Grid group in 2015 to grow microgrid 
projects from the idea stage to completion. This group also 
supports the REV initiative through improved access to distributed 
energy resources such as solar power and electric vehicles.

Electric Vehicles
REV is also advanced through the promotion of electric vehicles. 
Working jointly under the state’s ChargeNY initiative, NYPA and 
NYSERDA set out to install charging stations statewide. In 2015, this 
included several Metro-North Railroad stations in the Hudson Valley.

None of this would be possible without keeping NYPA’s generat-
ing facilities, transmission lines and other key assets well main-
tained and optimized for the 21st century. This is a significant 
undertaking, and an important part of our Strategic Vision 2020.* 
In the next pages you’ll learn how Asset Management inspires 
NYPA to become increasingly sophisticated about operating and 
maintaining our facilities.

http://www.danc.org/operations/regional-development/north-country-economic-development-fund
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BGWzgbIwv-I&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BGWzgbIwv-I&feature=youtu.be
http://www.nypa.gov/k-solar/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Y3tJJdmTOU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Y3tJJdmTOU&feature=youtu.be
http://www.buildsmart.ny.gov
http://www.buildsmart.ny.gov
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/ChargeNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=noRchXutafI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9zuucp7Gl0&feature=youtu.be
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Develop an asset management capability and process  

to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of our O&M 

and capital investments.

NYPA’s success is predicated on the 
health of its generating and transmission 
facilities. Considering our oldest asset—a 
more than 70-year-old transmission line in 
Northern New York acquired in 1953—is 
still in service, you can see that we view 
our infrastructure as long-term invest-
ments. Our first generating facility, the  
St. Lawrence-FDR project, went into 
service in 1958, followed three years  
later by the Niagara project. 

Those projects are still going strong for 
two main reasons. They were built to last, 
and NYPA has wisely invested in those and 
our other facilities so that we may continue 
to reliably serve as one of the state’s major 
power producers. We also need to invest in 
constantly evolving technologies and 
techniques to better provide customers 
with the products and services they need.

By keeping our assets in top condition, 
NYPA can support Governor Cuomo’s array 
of energy and economic development 
initiatives. Our trustees approved an 2015 
operating budget including $446.6 million 
for operations and maintenance (O&M), 
and $263.4 million for capital expenditures.  

The O&M budget included:
•  $59 million for enhancements to 

generation and transmission facilities 

•  $25.5 million for tailored solutions for 
customers to cut costs and improve 
reliability 

•  $17.7 million for smart-grid technologies 

The capital budget included:
•  $36.3 million for an ongoing Life 

Extension and Modernization (LEM) 
program at the Niagara project’s 
Lewiston Pump-Generating Plant  
(LPGP); and $18.4 million for the  
Niagara interconnection switchyard 

•  $14.8 million for transformer replacement 
at the Massena Substation 

•  $12.7 million for the Marcy South Series 
Compensation Project, an initiative to 
help relieve transmission congestion on 
two NYPA power lines from Central New 
York to the Catskill Mountains region 

•  $9.7 million for circuit breaker and relay 
replacement at the St. Lawrence-FDR 
project

These significant investments will help 
NYPA address the Asset Management 
initiative in our Strategic Vision 2020, 

which calls for the Power Authority to stay 
abreast of changes in technology, market 
opportunities, regulations, unplanned 
large-scale events and customer needs. 

NYPA achieved several capital project 
milestones in 2015, including progress on 
the 10-year, $460 million upgrade to LPGP.* 
Maintenance and refurbishment was 
completed on the third of 12 pump- 
turbines to be overhauled.

We also marked the halfway point of a  
$20 million LEM at three of our four small 
hydropower facilities*—Ashokan in Ulster 
County, and Crescent and Vischer Ferry in 
the Capital Region. The work, expected to 
be completed in 2016, centers on the 
overhaul of four of the eight turbine- 
generators at Vischer Ferry and Crescent. 
Under a related $4 million initiative, NYPA 
is also upgrading turbine-generator control 
equipment for all 10 turbine units at the 
three plants. 

Long-term planning is required to keep our 
facilities working, and this sometimes 
includes the logistics of getting hardware 
delivered and installed. One such example 
occurred in 2015 when a shunt reactor* 
was installed at Coopers Corners          

u

u

22asset   management
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https://youtu.be/WfnDR7eVfLQ
https://youtu.be/Pdp0uv2PPNo
https://youtu.be/TIkIfbkJZN8
https://youtu.be/ByfWDcjqR54
http://www.nypa.gov/facilities/stlaw.htm
http://www.nypa.gov/facilities/niagara.htm
http://www.nypa.gov/Press/2014/121914.html
http://www.nypa.gov/Press/2014/121914.html
https://www.nypa.gov/Strategic-Vision-Plan14-19.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1Px4fJmCXA&feature=youtu.be
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asset 
management

Substation, Sullivan County, which is owned by NYPA and  
operated by New York State Electric & Gas Corp. (NYSEG).  

The shunt reactor arrived in March, eight months after it left China 
by boat. It was installed to avoid high voltage conditions which  
can lead to damaging levels when the energy demand is very low 
on a long transmission line, like NYPA’s 345 kV Marcy-Coopers 
Corners line. 

Because NYPA is more than a traditional utility, our Asset Manage-
ment goes beyond generating and transmission holdings. Our 
three visitors centers, located at our large hydropower projects in 
Western and Northern New York, and the Catskills region, offer 
free exhibits about energy, the environment and local history. They 
also support local tourism and economic development efforts—
about 10.5 million people have been to these centers since they 
opened, including roughly 125,000 in 2015.

In fall 2015, we began an extensive, multimillion dollar project to 
upgrade the Niagara Power Vista* in Lewiston By mid-2016, 
several new interactive exhibits, a simulator theater and numerous 
touch-screens will highlight how the Niagara project works. We 
expect the new Power Vista—located just minutes from Niagara 
Falls—to become a major tourist attraction. Future plans call for 
improvements at our other visitors centers.

NYPA can pursue Asset Management projects in part because of our 
strong financial standing. In 2015, bond-rating agencies Standard & 
Poor’s, Moody’s and Fitch reaffirmed NYPA’s long-term ratings of AA, 
Aa1 and AA, respectively, in conjunction with a bond refinancing that 
will save our customers approximately $8 million in debt service 
costs. The credit rating agencies cited NYPA’s “prudent financial 
management policies,” “solid financial and operating performance” 
and “strong debt service coverage and liquidity.” 

Our Strategic Vision 2020 calls for strengthening investment 
planning through enhanced use of technology, data and  
processes. This allows NYPA to identify areas where we can 
improve our asset data and information to create a centralized 
source that serves as the basis for optimizing maintenance, 
operation and planning. 

Infrastructure investment is only part of NYPA’s approach to  
being an industry leader in Asset Management. In today’s rapidly 
changing energy industry, where the fundamental operating 
model has been set aside in favor of a reimagined system that 
factors in microgrids, clean distributed power sources and other 
customer-friendly approaches, NYPA must lead the way in creating 
and growing the next-generation transmission grid. In the coming 
pages, I’ll explain how Smart Generation & Transmission is 
essential in moving NYPA forward.

u

https://youtu.be/Pdp0uv2PPNo
https://youtu.be/zKozMxr9DGY
http://www.nypa.gov/about/whoweare.htm
http://www.nypa.gov/services/community/visitorsNew.html
https://www.nypa.gov/Strategic-Vision-Plan14-19.pdf
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Make the generation and transmission system more 

flexible, resilient and agile utilizing existing and 

emerging technologies.

technologies. One example is drones, 
which hold potential for NYPA to do 
transmission tower and line inspections  
in a safer, quicker and more cost- 
effective way.  

In August, NYPA and EPRI (Electric Power 
Research Institute) conducted one of  
the first field tests with a drone near  
high-voltage transmission lines on our  
Gilboa-New Scotland line near the 
Blenheim-Gilboa project. With EPRI in 
October, NYPA hosted six drone vendors 
to showcase their systems to about a 
dozen utilities along our Gilboa-Fraser line.

NYPA also employed an emerging 
technology to modernize part of our 
transmission system in Central New York 
last year. We shut down a two-mile section 
of a transmission line that extends from our 
Frederick R. Clark Energy Center in Marcy 
to a National Grid substation to install fiber 
optic cable. This work was done with two 
350-pound SkyWrap* machines, which 
wrap the cable around existing power lines 
with help from remotely operated gas-
powered tugs.  

In addition to improving the power grid, 
SkyWrap allowed us to quickly complete  
a job that likely would have required a 
two-week shutdown if other methods  
had been used. 

One of our important multiyear 
Transmission Life Extension and 
Modernization (TLEM) efforts, the 
Substation Automation Monitoring and 
Control project, continues to take shape  
at the St. Lawrence-FDR project’s Robert 
Moses Switchyard. Known as SAMAC, 
we’re creating one of North America’s 
most advanced transmission hubs using 
smart-grid technologies.  

SAMAC, which is being installed in a new 
electrical-relay building at the switchyard, 
improves communications between the 
switchyard, and interconnected high-
voltage transmission lines and substations. 
It instantaneously detects fast-changing 
conditions before they become reliability 
issues. Work on SAMAC continues, but it’s 
already providing enhanced awareness of 
transmission conditions at the switchyard.

u u

33If a city planner were to design a 
transportation system using only one-way 
streets, they wouldn’t be employed for 
very long. Yet for more than 100 years, 
that’s how the energy industry worked. 
Utilities would produce power and deliver 
it to customers via transmission and 
distribution lines. 

That model is quickly becoming outdated. 
Advances in technology are allowing 
customers to break free from the traditional 
power grid and, in some cases, generate 
their own electricity. NYPA, working under 
the governor’s REV initiative,* has made 
Smart Generation & Transmission an 
initiative in our Strategic Vision 2020. 

Our goal in this area is to modernize the 
grid; develop real-time, more accurate 
data; and ensure the grid can become 
more flexible, secure and reliable. It will 
also lead to reduced greenhouse gas 
emissions, integration of renewable energy 
sources, increased reliability, enhanced 
system control and the ability to support 
customer choice. 

In many cases, NYPA will meet these 
needs with new products, services and 

smart 
generation &
transmission

https://youtu.be/9k4HwTUS69o
https://youtu.be/JhzEUdrWyNI
https://youtu.be/v4eciAAVGtY
https://youtu.be/_vhovk1uIdQ
https://www.nypa.gov/Strategic-Vision-Plan14-19.pdf
https://www.nypa.gov/transmission/smartgrid.html
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smart generation
& transmission

In Northern New York, 2015 saw the birth 
of a project that illustrates how NYPA’s 
Smart Generation & Transmission initiative 
aligns with our Asset Management efforts. 

The Moses-Adirondack transmission lines 
that I mentioned earlier, at more than  
70 years old are our oldest asset. They  
are showing their age and need to be 
replaced. We expect this to be done with 
SMART Path, which calls for new 230 kV 
lines to be installed on steel structures that 
will replace the wooden structures (SMART 
stands for Strengthening Moses-
Adirondack with Resilient Technology). 
This will cut down on maintenance costs. 

All the work along the 85-mile stretch  
from our St. Lawrence-FDR project to a 
substation in Lewis County is expected to 
be on the existing right-of-way, which will 
minimize the impact on the environment 
and adjacent properties. We are moving 
forward with preliminary engineering and 
environmental studies.

Also in the North Country, funding was 
approved for a $68 million joint project 
with Vermont Electric to replace  
transmission cables, including submarine/
subterranean cables under Lake 
Champlain, that connect a NYPA 
substation in Plattsburgh with one in 
Milton, Vt. The new cables support 
increased energy demand and will have 
fiber-optic capability for existing and future 
communications needs. The line can 
support two-way transmission, so one 
utility could bolster the other’s supply on 
peak demand days.

These types of installations benefit the 
grid, but underwater cables can present  
a host of challenges. In 2004 and 2014,  
the submerged portion of our Y-49 
transmission line in Long Island Sound 
experienced anchor strikes that resulted in 

costly repairs. We wanted to develop a way 
to avoid future strikes, and last year NYPA 
unveiled a first-of-its-kind system that 
alerts vessels to the presence of buried 
cables. It also warns us when shipping 
movements indicate anchoring might occur.

We now collect live data transmitted by 
ships near Y-49, and can determine if a 
ship’s action is breaking any rules in a 
cable protection zone. If a potential 
problem is detected, an automatic safety 
message will be sent to the ship and NYPA 
is notified. This system supports our 
Strategic Vision 2020 to utilize existing and 
emerging technologies to make the Power 
Authority’s transmission system more 
resilient and reliable.

NYPA is also working to strengthen the 
grid by improving the capability of existing 
power lines. The Marcy South Series 
Compensation Project (MSSCP), which is 
being undertaken by NYPA and NYSEG to 
help relieve transmission congestion 
without adding power lines, progressed in 
2015. MSSCP will increase power flows 
from Central New York to the Catskills by 
up to 440 MW. Installation of the capacitor 
banks at the Fraser Substation and 
reconductoring of the Fraser to Coopers 
Corners transmission line began in the third 
quarter 2015 and are scheduled to be 
completed by June 2016.

NYPA’s employees devote significant time 
planning and executing these and other 
projects. Because we are in the midst of 
transformational change in the energy 
industry, it’s essential that the Power 
Authority has the best-possible personnel 
for today and beyond. In the next section, 
I’ll explain how NYPA’s Workforce Planning 
initiative is helping in that area.

our goal is to
ensure the grid 

can become  
more flexible,  

secure and  
reliable
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Turnover in the ranks occurs at every 
business. For an organization like NYPA, 
which has complex core functions and 
operates in an industry defined by constant 
change, it’s essential to have highly skilled 
people in place. That’s why our Workforce 
Planning strategic initiative is vital.

NYPA’s staff covers a wide range of 
competencies—engineer, hotstick lineman, 
cybersecurity expert, tour guide, customer 
account executive and many more. Each 
plays a specific role, and together they 
create a single, technology-focused utility. 
However, highly skilled energy workers are 
retiring at a higher rate than in the past. In 
previous generations, they would be 
replaced by the next wave of workers 
seeking to stay with a single organization 
for their entire careers.

That’s no longer the case. Millennials have 
surpassed Generation X to become the 
largest segment in the U.S. workforce. 
They’re more likely to hold multiple jobs 
throughout their careers. We won’t 
succeed without a talented, motivated and 
diverse workforce. NYPA is doing its part 
by developing more accurate ways to 
project our future needs, improve our 
succession planning and build upon 
training opportunities.

One of the themes woven into our reinvent-
ed Niagara Power Vista visitors center will 
be the importance of STEAM—Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Math—in 
NYPA’s operations. We rely heavily on 
employees with expertise in STEAM fields, 
and I hope a trip to any of our visitors 
centers will inspire people to pursue a 
career in those areas.

NYPA is preparing the next generation for 
energy careers. We’ll be part of the 
Western New York Workforce Develop-
ment Center in Buffalo, an initiative 
announced last summer by Governor 
Cuomo that will focus primarily on training 
for careers in advanced manufacturing  
and energy. It’s an important part of our 

Workforce Planning initiative that will  
help NYPA address the integration of  
new technologies into our operations  
and provide skilled talent for entry- 
level positions.

The Western New York Workforce Devel-
opment Center is expected to be funded 
with $15 million from NYPA and up to $29 
million from the Buffalo Billion, a $1 billion 
effort by the state to create jobs and spur 
economic activity in the region. Our efforts 
at the Workforce Development Center will 
be devoted to its Utility of the Future & 
Clean Energy Training Center and will 
focus on the need for innovative training, 
recruiting and retention strategies. 

NYPA is also taking steps internally to 
strengthen our workforce. In 2015, we 
asked salaried employees for their 
opinions on what the Power Authority does 
well and areas in which we can improve. 
Based on the feedback, we have intro-
duced a monthly President’s Message to 
employees, and re-established an employ-
ee committee to improve work environ-
ment and culture.

Last year also marked a milestone for 20 
NYPA employees; they were the first 
graduates of a Master of Business Admin-
istration program that the Power Authority 
developed with Pace University’s Lubin 
School of Business. The curriculum was 
modeled in part to address topics tied to 
NYPA’s mission. NYPA covered the 
students’ tuition in exchange for guaran-
tees that they will remain at the Power 
Authority for at least three more years. This 
program helps us train and retain a skilled 
workforce, and our second MBA class is 
scheduled to begin in April 2016.

These steps to strengthen NYPA’s work-
force will pay long-term dividends, but 
there’s more to it than just looking at our 
collective skills and expertise. Our Work-
force Planning initiative is closely aligned 
with one that focuses on Knowledge 
Management, which I’ll detail next. 44workforce

planning
Develop and implement a strategic workforce plan that 

ensures that NYPA attracts, retains and develops employees 

with the skills competencies to achieve our goals.

16  NYPA Annual Report 2015
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and promotes NYPA’s sustainability efforts 
and encourages employees to adopt green 
practices at work and at home. 

Running parallel to these communities is 
Knowledge Capture, in which we record 
interviews with subject matter experts. The 
information shared in interviews is added to 
NYPA’s employee intranet, where it can be 
searched by topic, business function, 
specific project or Power Authority facility. 
Some of our Knowledge Capture subjects 
have already retired, which means the 
project is beginning to achieve one of its 
key purposes: to preserve the knowledge 
of those who have left.

These pieces of our Knowledge Manage- 
ment initiative continue to evolve and 
others will be introduced this year and 
beyond. Together, they will complement 
and support Process Excellence— 
the sixth and final element of our  
Strategic Vision 2020.

groups of employees that connect around 
a common interest to gather and share 
ideas inside and outside their business 
units. Each community’s goal is to share 
knowledge, network, advance ideas, learn 
from each other and continually promote 
knowledge transfer. While our COPs tend 
to be broader in scope and focus on a 
common purpose, members of a COI are 
not necessarily experts in its area of focus. 
A person need only be interested in a 
COI’s topic to get involved.

Participation in NYPA’s COPs can be 
voluntary or via a staff sponsorship. Some 
examples of these communities include 
Investing in Employees, which looks for 
ways to clarify and strengthen the Power 
Authority’s commitment to attracting and 
retaining employees; and ones focused on 
risk alignment and controls, and safety. Our 
COIs consist entirely of volunteers and 
include the Green Team, which supports 

55
knowledge
management
Establish an enterprise wide system to capture, organize, 

distribute and adopt NYPA intellectual assets.

For NYPA to be successful, it needs to 
transmit more than electricity. We must 
deliver knowledge within the Power 
Authority.

What do I mean by that? 

Knowledge Management is all about the 
manner in which NYPA identifies and 
adopts important insights and experiences 
within the organization. It’s the basis of the 
Knowledge Management initiative in our 
Strategic Vision 2020, and it’s closely tied 
to our efforts in Workforce Planning.

As I mentioned in that section, there has 
been an uptick in the number of 
retirements in the energy industry. We 
want to ensure that before these workers 
leave, we’ve tapped into their institutional 
knowledge of NYPA. This is how we can 
avoid some of the roadblocks that 
businesses face, such as redundancy of 
effort, delayed decision-making and 
inefficient processes.

Consider a plant operator who spent three 
decades on the job. Beyond the day-to-day 
routines, they’ve likely worked in 
unpredictable situations brought on by 
severe weather or equipment failure. 
Those experiences—and the lessons they 
learned as a result—are important in 
understanding how to react the next time 
the Power Authority faces a similar 
situation. We want the person who 
replaced that plant operator to be fully 
prepared for the unexpected.

These efforts shouldn’t be limited to 
soon-to-be retirees. We’re working to 
break down any barriers to information that 
may sit within a particular department, as 
others who might benefit from it, might not 
have access to it or—even worse—not 
know that it exists.

To accomplish this, we created a 
Knowledge Management office. It’s 
responsible for developing and 
implementing solutions that support each 
business unit’s objectives. This is done in 
many ways, including:

•  Coordinating activities and selection of 
projects and programs

•   Developing, launching and facilitating 
projects, programs and tools

•  Providing training and ongoing support 
to business units

•   Engaging departments and business 
units through regular communications 
and outreach

An efficient Knowledge Management 
approach will have a ripple effect that goes 
far beyond NYPA. This initiative will help us 
empower our customers, better respond to 
changing circumstances and seize 
emerging opportunities. 

In 2015, NYPA addressed Knowledge 
Management through several channels. We 
placed a strong emphasis on developing 
Communities of Practice (COP) and 
Communities of Interest (COI), which are 

u

https://youtu.be/WfnDR7eVfLQ
https://www.nypa.gov/Strategic-Vision-Plan14-19.pdf
http://www.nypa.gov/sustainability/default.htm
https://www.nypa.gov/Strategic-Vision-Plan14-19.pdf
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6process
excellence
Create a business process improvement 

function to increase productivity, reduce cost 

and minimize environmental impact.

The five strategic initiatives I’ve 
outlined so far were created with the 
understanding that another one would  
be needed to provide a foundation for 
everything that’s covered by our  
Strategic Vision 2020. The Process 
Excellence initiative will allow NYPA  
to develop streamlined, sustainable  
practices that factor in cost efficiencies, 
environmental impact, risk and the 
realignment of internal resources.

Businesses change over time, and NYPA  
is no exception. If we shift our focus  
but don’t adjust our processes to align  
with the new direction, it can make us  
less efficient. Process Excellence lets  
us identify inefficiencies and develop a 
well-rounded approach to redesigning 
them. By identifying and implementing 
business process improvements across 
NYPA, we can lower operating expenses  
in the targeted areas and reallocate 
resources to other parts of our business 
that need them.

Our work in this area began to take shape 
last year with the formation of a group 
devoted to this initiative. It is tasked with 
embedding a culture of Process Excellence 
throughout NYPA by interacting with 
business units and departments to analyze 
and optimize our processes.

The benefits include:

•  Giving employees more time to focus  
on core work by removing unnecessary, 
duplicate and/or extraneous steps

•   The ability to further embed sustainability 
practices in processes by minimizing 
waste and environmental impacts

•  Lowering the chances of mistakes  
and duplication of efforts

•   The ability to more quickly determine 
how NYPA will be affected by new 
legislation, policies and procedures 

•  Improved customer satisfaction 

•  The New York Independent System 
Operator and other energy organizations 
will experience ease of conducting 
business with NYPA

Excellence has always been the way NYPA 
works. Creation of a formal group now 
allows us to put renewed focus on this 
area. The early returns are encouraging. 
Every time we complete a project under 
this banner, we will add to our roster  
of employee “change agents” who will 
contribute to a culture of Process 
Excellence over the long term. 

develop  
streamlined,  
sustainable  

practices
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354612strategic vision 2020 six paths to a single destination

u

The strategic initiatives I’ve described represent six paths that lead 
to a single destination—NYPA in the year 2020. There is no single 
way for us to get there. The routes may head in unpredictable 
directions. Some paths may cross between here and the finish line, 
while others might never touch.

What will NYPA be like in 2020? I expect to see an organization 
promoting the use of the latest technologies, with a diverse, gifted 
workforce and customers constantly challenging us with their 
changing energy demands. I’m confident that we will have taken 
many steps to make NYPA’s operations more sustainable, and that 
our efforts to support Governor Cuomo’s REV initiative will have 
made New York State’s energy grid more reliable and resilient.

We entered this year with a strong, united employee base thanks to 
an important milestone that occurred in 2015. NYPA reached 
agreement with the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
on a labor contract that covers about 560 employees at the  
St. Lawrence-FDR and Niagara projects, the Blenheim-Gilboa 
Pumped Storage Power Project and four small hydropower facilities. 
This agreement, which is retroactive to April 1, 2011, and runs through 
March 2019, was one of our most significant accomplishments 
because it reinforced my belief that we are working together to 
benefit the people of our state.

With our team unified and looking forward, we moved into 2016 
intent on advancing several key projects, including:

•  About $42 million for NYPA’s $726 million TLEM program to 
maintain and enhance the reliability of our more than 1,400 
circuit-miles of transmission lines 

•  $25.2 million for the Marcy South Series Compensation Project

•   $38.6 million toward the $460 million modernization of LPGP

•  $2.8 million to repair an ice sluice gate at the St. Lawrence- 
FDR project 

We’re also taking steps this year to reduce debt service through the 
early retirement of $123 million of variable rate debt. Our borrowing 
costs have stayed low thanks to our prudent fiscal approach, which 
has been repeatedly recognized by the major credit-rating agencies.

If you travel on the New York State Thruway in the Hudson Valley, 
take notice of the new high-speed electric vehicle charging stations 
that NYPA installed at four service areas in early 2016. They’re the 
first in the state, and this ChargeNY project is just one example of 
how we’re making New York cleaner and greener in 2016.

Not far from the Thruway’s westernmost point, renovations of our 
Niagara Power Vista visitors center should be complete by summer 
2016. I encourage you to visit and see how we have transformed this 
free attraction into an exciting interactive adventure for inquisitive 
minds of all ages through multimedia displays and exhibits, a 
simulator theater and much more. While it may not be construction 
on the physical scale experienced by the Hard Hats of Niagara, the 
reimagined Power Vista represents 21st century NYPA—cutting 
edge, quick to adapt and helping develop the next-generation 
energy industry workforce.

Our actions in 2015 strengthened NYPA’s foundation and prepared 
us well for upcoming challenges. There will be many, and in the 
fast-changing energy industry it’s essential to be prepared.  
Fortunately, it’s something the Power Authority excels at, and I know 
what we accomplish next will benefit our customers and people 
across New York State.

Sincerely,

Gil C. Quiniones

President and Chief Executive Officer

March 2016 

https://youtu.be/zKozMxr9DGY
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more than 70 percent of NYPA electricity comes from hydropower 

helping to meet Gov. Cuomo’s target of producing 50 percent of  

New York State’s energy with renewables by 2030

Size Underground Overhead Total

765kV 0.0 154.9 154.9

345kV 44.7 883.2 927.9

230kV 0.0 338.0 338.0

115kV 1.2 34.2 35.4

Total 45.9 1410.3 1456.2

NYPA TRANSMISSION FACILITIES

1,456.2 circuit-miles of alternating current 
transmission lines

25NYPA Annual Report 2015  

 St. Lawrence-FDR Project

Niagara Project
Jarvis Plant

Clark Energy Center

 Crescent Plant Vischer Ferry Plant

Blenheim-Gilboa Project

 Ashokan Project

 Flynn Plant
500-MW 

City of New York— 10
Suffolk County— 1

Small Clean Power Plants

nypa operating facilities
ST. LAWRENCE-FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
POWER PROJECT

Type: Hydroelectric

Location: Massena, St. Lawrence County

Net Dependable Capacity: 820,800 kW*
First Commercial Power: July 1958

2015 Net Generation: 6.93 billion kWh

Net Generation Through 2015: 387.68 billion kWh

NIAGARA POWER PROJECT

Type: Hydroelectric

Location: Lewiston, Niagara County

Net Dependable Capacity: 2,682,000 kW*
First Commercial Power: January 1961

2015 Net Generation: 14.32 billion kWh

Net Generation Through 2015: 791.20 billion kWh

BLENHEIM-GILBOA PUMPED STORAGE  
POWER PROJECT

Type: Pumped Storage/Hydroelectric

Location: North Blenheim and Gilboa, 
Schoharie County

Net Dependable Capacity: 1,169,200 kW*
First Commercial Power: July 1973

2015 Gross Generation: 0.40 billion kWh 

Gross Generation Through 2015: 50.88 billion kWh

RICHARD M. FLYNN POWER PLANT

Type: Gas/Oil

Location: Holtsville, Suffolk County

Net Dependable Capacity: 162,700 kW*
First Commercial Power: May 1994

2015 Net Generation: 1.01 billion kWh

Net Generation Through 2015: 24.22 billion kWh

FREDERICK R. CLARK ENERGY CENTER

Function: Coordinates NYPA system operations

Location: Marcy, Oneida County

Opened: June 1980

SMALL HYDRO FACILITIES

Located on reservoirs and waterways around the 
state, these facilities include the Ashokan Project,  
the Gregory B. Jarvis Plant, the Crescent Plant  
and the Vischer Ferry Plant. 

Net Dependable Capacity: 36,800 kW*
2015 Net Generation: 0.10 billion kWh

Net Generation Through 2015: not measured

SMALL CLEAN POWER PLANTS

Type: Gas

Location: Ten plants at six City of New York  
sites and one in Brentwood, Suffolk County

Net Dependable Capacity: 459,400 kW*
First Commercial Power: June 2001

2015 Net Generation: 0.42 billion kWh

Net Generation Through 2015: 8.77 billion kWh

500-MW COMBINED-CYCLE POWER PLANT

Type: Gas/Oil

Location: Astoria, Queens County

Net Dependable Capacity: 520,000 kW*
First Commercial Power: December 2005

2015 Net Generation: 2.89 billion kWh

Net Generation Through 2015: 30.50 billion kWh

AFFILIATED FACILITIES

ASTORIA ENERGY II**
 Type: Gas/Oil

 Location: Astoria, Queens County

 Net Dependable Capacity: 625,800 kW*
 First Commercial Power: July 2011

 2015 Net Generation: 3.26 billion kWh

 Net Generation Through 2015: 14.36 billion kWh

Astoria Energy II is an independently owned facility 
that has entered into a 20-year supply agreement 
with NYPA to service its City of New York 
governmental customers.

**  

HUDSON TRANSMISSION PROJECT (HTP)***
Type: High-Voltage Transmission Line

Location: Seven-mile 345-kV line from Public 
Service Electric & Gas Co.’s Bergen Substation  
in Ridgefield, N.J., to Consolidated Edison Co.’s 
West 49th St. Substation in Manhattan.  
(Includes four-mile Hudson River section).

Capacity: 660 MW

First Commercial Operation: June 2013

Average 2015 Availability to Transmit Power: 99.9%

Availability Hours: 8,753.2

 NYPA has a 20-year firm transmission capacity 
purchase agreement with Hudson Transmission 
Partners, LLC, the developer, owner and operator 
of the line, which connects with a neighboring 
regional transmission organization, PJM 
Interconnection. NYPA contracts for 75 percent  
of HTP’s transmission capacity, or up to 495 MW.

***  

* Net Dependable Capacity as reported for the Winter Capability Period in the  
2015 New York Independent System Operator Load and Capacity Report (Gold Book).
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St.Lawrence-Franklin D. Roosevelt  
Power Project

Niagara Power Project

3

Blenheim-Gilboa Pumped Storage 
Power Project

Richard M. Flynn Power Plant

Small Hydro Facilities Small Clean Power Plants

500-MW Combined-Cycle  
Power Plant

Astoria Energy II

Frederick R. Clark Energy Center
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Overview of the Financial Statements 

This report consists of three parts: management’s discussion and analysis, the basic financial statements, and the 
notes to the financial statements. 

The financial statements provide summary information about the New York Power Authority’s (the Authority) 
overall financial condition. The notes provide explanation and more details about the contents of the financial 
statements. 

The Authority is considered a special-purpose government entity engaged in business-type activities and follows 
financial reporting for enterprise funds.  The Authority’s financial statements are prepared in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as prescribed by the Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB). Under the criteria set forth in GASB Statement No. 14, The Financial Reporting Entity, as 
amended by Governmental Accounting Standard (GAS) No. 39, Determining Whether Certain Organizations 
Are Component Units and GAS No. 61, The Financial Reporting Entity: Omnibus--an amendment of GASB 
Statements No. 14 and No. 34, the Authority considers its relationship to the State to be that of a related 
organization. 

Forward Looking Statements  

The statements in this management’s discussion and analysis (MD&A) that are not purely historical facts are 
forward-looking statements based on current expectations of future events.  Such forward-looking statements 
are necessarily based on various assumptions and estimates and are inherently subject to various risks and 
uncertainties, including, but not limited to, risks and uncertainties relating to the possible invalidity of the 
underlying assumptions and estimates and possible changes to or development in various important 
factors.  Accordingly, actual results may vary from those we presently expect and such variations may be 
material.  We therefore caution against placing undue reliance on the forward-looking statements contained in 
this MD&A.  All forward-looking statements included in this MD&A are made only as of the date of this 
MD&A and we assume no obligation to update any such forward-looking statements as a result of new 
information, future events or other factors. 
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Summary of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position 

The following is a summary of the Authority’s financial information for 2015, 2014, and 2013:

The following summarizes the Authority’s financial performance for the years 2015 and 2014: 

The Authority had net income of $74 million for the year ended December 31, 2015 compared to $272 million 
in 2014.  The current year decrease of $198 million included lower operating income of $115 million and lower 
nonoperating revenues of $90 million, partially offset by lower nonoperating expenses of $7 million.  Operating 
income declined compared to last year due to lower energy revenues resulting from lower prices on market-
based sales of energy into the NYISO market.  Market energy prices were lower due to a significant drop in 
natural gas prices toward the end of 2014 and continuing into 2015 as well as mild summer weather in 2015.  
Purchased power and fuel expenses decreased $432 million for the year ended December 31, 2015, compared to 
the prior year.  The large decrease was a result of lower prices substantially offset by the pass-through of such 
savings to customers through operating revenues. Non-operating revenues were $90 million lower compared to 
last year, mainly due to the expiration of the Value Sharing Agreements, which were part of the Authority’s 

2015 vs. 2014 vs.
2014 2013

favorable favorable
2015 2014 2013 (unfavorable) (unfavorable)

Operating revenues $ 2,625  $ 3,175  $ 3,030  (17)% 5%
Operating expenses:

Purchased power 689  996  934  31 (7)
Fuel oil & gas 236  361  324  35 (11)
Wheeling 599  614  603  2 (2)
Operations and maintenance 569  562  566  (1) 1
Depreciation 237  232  228  (2) (2)

Total operating expenses 2,330  2,765  2,655  16 (4)

Operating income 295  410  375  (28) 9

Nonoperating revenues 25  115  90  (78) 28
Nonoperating expenses 246  253  237  (3) 7

Net income 74  272  228  (73) 19
Contributed capital —   —   21  

74  272  249  

Net position – beginning 3,991  3,719  3,470  

(6) —   —  
Net position – beginning, as restated 3,985  3,719   3,470  

Net position – ending $ 4,059  $ 3,991  $ 3,719  

(In millions, except percentages)

Cumulative effect of change 
in accounting principle 

Net income and change in 
net position
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sales of its nuclear projects in 2000.  Lower non-operating expenses in 2015 compared to 2014 included a lower 
interest expense due to the 2015 bond refinancing and scheduled debt retirements.  

The change in net position was attributable to the positive 2015 net income of $74 million and a $(6) million 
adjustment to the beginning net position due to a cumulative change in accounting principle as a result of the 
Authority’s adoption of GASB Statement No. 68, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Pensions.  

The Authority had net income of $272 million for the year ended December 31, 2014 compared to $228 million 
in 2013. The 2014 increase of $44 million included higher operating income of $35 million and higher 
nonoperating revenues of $25 million; partially offset by higher nonoperating expenses of $16 million. 
Operating income was higher primarily due to higher production at Niagara and higher prices on market-based 
sales of energy into the NYISO market. Severe winter weather conditions caused a significant spike in market 
energy prices in early 2014.  Large increases in purchased power and fuel expenses from year to year were 
substantially offset by the recovery of such costs through operating revenues. Nonoperating revenue was higher 
primarily due to insurance reimbursements received in the current year and a lower unrealized loss on fixed 
income securities in the Authority’s investment portfolio. Nonoperating expenses were higher in 2014 due to 
higher voluntary contributions to New York State ($25 million) partially offset by a lower interest expense. 

Net position increased in 2014 due to positive net income of $272 million.  

Operating Revenues 

Operating revenues of $2,625 million in 2015 were $550 million or 17% lower than the $3,175 million in 2014, 
primarily due to lower energy revenues resulting from lower prices on market-based sales of energy into the 
NYISO market.  Market energy prices were lower due to a significant drop in natural gas prices toward the end 
of 2014 and continuing into 2015 as well as mild summer weather in 2015. 

Purchased Power and Fuel 

Purchased power costs decreased by 31% in 2015 to $689 million from $996 million in 2014, primarily due to 
lower prices ($242 million) and volumes ($22 million) of energy purchases.  Fuel costs were $125 million 
(35%) lower during 2015, primarily due to lower prices ($106 million) and lower volume ($19 million).  The 
average price of fuel consumed was lower in 2015 compared to 2014 due to the favorable market prices 
experienced during the year. 

Operations and Maintenance (O&M) 

O&M expenses increased by $7 million, or 1%, in 2015 to $569 million, primarily due to equipment repairs and 
plant outage. 

Nonoperating Revenues 

For 2015, nonoperating revenues decreased by $90 million, or 78%, due to the expiration of the Value Sharing 
Agreements ($71 million) relating to the Authority’s sales in 2000 of its nuclear projects.  See note 11(a) 
“Nuclear Plant Divestiture,” of notes to the financial statements, for additional information.  Also, due to lower 
investment earnings of $7 million in the Authority’s investment portfolio as result of a mark-to-market loss and 
continuing lower market interest rates on fixed income securities.   
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Nonoperating Expenses 

For 2015, nonoperating expenses decreased by $7 million, or 3%, this was attributable to a decrease in interest 
expense, related to a decrease in both the average balance and average interest rate on outstanding debt.   

Cash Flows 

Net cash flows provided by operating activities decreased by $78 million in 2015 compared to 2014.  The 
decrease was due to lower operating income of $115 million, and the timing of payments and receipts. 

Net Generation   

Net generation was 28.8 million megawatt-hours (MWh) in 2015, relatively unchanged compared to 2014.  Net 
generation from the Niagara and St. Lawrence hydroelectric plants in 2015 (21.2 million MWh) was 3% higher 
than 2014 (20.7 million MWh) due to higher water flows. The higher water flows were related to the 2014 
winter melting snow pack continuing into the first few of months of 2015. For 2015, net hydro generation was 
approximately 105% of long-term average and above 2014, which was 103%. Combined net generation of the 
fossil fuel plants for 2015 was 7.60 million MWh, or 6% lower than 2014 (8.05 million MWh), with a 0.4 
million MWh decrease attributable to the Small Clean Power Plants (SCPP).   

Summary of Statements of Net Position 

The following is a summary of the Authority’s statements of net position for 2015, 2014, and 2013:  

2015 vs. 2014 vs.
2015 2014 2013 2014 2013

Current assets $ 1,754  $ 1,925  $ 1,824  (9) % 6 %
Capital assets 4,778  4,731  4,771  1 (1)
Other noncurrent assets 3,003  2,851  2,694  5 6
Deferred outflows 40  17  42  135 (60)

Total assets and deferred outflows $ 9,575  $ 9,524  $ 9,331  1 2

Current liabilities $ 1,096  $ 927  $ 1,012  18 (8)
Noncurrent  liabilities 4,110  4,320  4,320  (5) —

Total liabilities 5,206  5,247  5,332  (1) (2)
Deferred inflows 310  286  280  8 2              

Net position 4,059  3,991  3,719  2 7

Total liabilities, deferred inflows
 and net position $ 9,575  $ 9,524  $ 9,331  1 2

(In millions, except percentages)
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The following summarizes the Authority’s statements of net position variances for the years 2015 and 2014: 

In 2015, current assets decreased by $171 million (9%) to $1,754 million due to timing of customer cash 
receipts and a decrease in miscellaneous receivables due to the cash received in 2015 from the final installment 
of the Entergy Value Sharing Agreements/notes receivable. 

Capital assets increased by $47 million (1%) to $4,778 million, compared to last year, as a result of continuing 
investments in generating assets at existing facilities and transmission upgrades, necessary to maintain 
reliability.  Other noncurrent assets increased by $152 million (5%) primarily due to an increase in energy 
efficiency program work in progress and transmission line interconnection costs associated with Hudson 
Transmission Partners, LLC (HTP). Deferred outflows increased by $23 million primarily due to the deferral of 
pension contributions ($25 million) made in the current year subsequent to the pension plans measurement date, 
in accordance with the requirements of GASB Statement No.68, adopted in 2015.  Current liabilities increased 
by $169 million (18%), to $1,096 million compared to last year.  This increase is attributable to the increase in 
long-term debt due within one year resulting from scheduled maturities, and the Authority’s intent to repay on 
an accelerated basis the Adjustable Rate Tender Notes (ART Notes) in 2016 and a portion of the Extendible 
Municipal Commercial Paper (EMCP).  Noncurrent liabilities were lower by $210 million (5%), primarily due 
to the decrease in long-term debt resulting from the scheduled maturities, and payments on capital lease 
obligations.  Deferred inflows increased by $24 million (8%) compared to last year, primarily due to changes in 
fair value and settlements of derivative instruments and a $13 million increase in the costs of removal 
obligation. The changes in net position for 2015 and 2014 are discussed in the summary of revenues, expenses 
and changes in net position in this Management’s Discussion and Analysis. 

In 2014, current assets increased by $101 million (6%) to $1,925 million primarily due to an increases in cash 
resulting from the timing of payments and receipts.  Capital assets decreased by $40 million (1%) to 
$4,731 million, primarily due to the excess of depreciation over additions to plant and construction in progress.  
Other noncurrent assets increased by $157 million (6%) primarily due to an increase in the nuclear 
decommissioning fund, transmission line interconnection costs associated with HTP and recoverable costs 
related to the Astoria capital lease.  Deferred outflows decreased by $25 million (60%) primarily due to changes 
in fair value and settlements of derivative instruments.  Current liabilities decreased by $85 million (8%), to 
$927 million, primarily due to decreases in accounts payable and accrued liabilities ($76 million).  Noncurrent 
liabilities, which were unchanged, included a $115 million increase in the nuclear plant decommissioning 
obligation reflecting investment earnings of the decommissioning fund (i.e., the Authority’s obligation is limited 
to no more than the amount in the decommissioning fund and therefore the liability increases or decreases to 
reflect the fair value of the decommissioning fund), partially offset by decreases in long-term debt ($93 million) 
due to scheduled maturities and payments on capital lease obligations.  Deferred inflows reflect a 
reclassification of $286 million from other noncurrent liabilities to deferred inflows based on a current year 
review of deferred inflows of resources financial reporting requirements related to costs of removal obligations.  
The changes in net position for 2014 and 2013 are discussed in the summary of revenues, expenses and changes 
in net position in this Management’s Discussion and Analysis. 

Capital Asset and Long-Term Debt Activity   

The Authority currently estimates that it will expend approximately $2 billion for various capital improvements 
over the five-year period 2016-2020. The Authority anticipates that these expenditures will be funded using 
existing construction funds, internally generated funds and additional borrowings. Such additional borrowings 
are expected to be accomplished through the issuance of commercial paper notes and/or the issuance of long-
term fixed rate debt. 
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Projected capital requirements during this period include (in millions):     

Smart G&T Initiative Future Planning $ 371    
MA1 & MA2 - 230kV Replacement 259    
Lewiston Pump Generating Plant (LPGP)-Life Extension & Modernization (LEM) 243    
RMNPP Life Extension & Modernization Program 124    
Switchyard LEM - (Niagara, St. Lawrence, Blenheim-Gilboa, Clark Energy Center, ) 152    
St. Lawrence Breaker & Relay Replacement Program 59    
Fiber Optic Installation, Microwave Communication Upgrade 53    
Substation LEM (Adk, Plattsburgh, Saranac & Willis, Massena) 56    
IT Initiatives 80    
Marcy South Series Compensation 25    
RMPD Hatch Cover Deck Roof 22    
R-22 Inlet Chilling System 21    
Install Advanced Hot Gas Path (HGP) Components 20    
PV-20 Submarine Cable Replacement 20    
New Security and Warehouse Facility (St. Lawrence) 20    
Generator Step-Up (GSU) Transformer Replacement (St. Lawrence) 15    
MA & MWP Structure Replacements Phase II 15    
Protective Relay Replacement Project (Niagara) 14    
Relicensing (Blenheim-Gilboa, St. Lawrence, Niagara) 19    
Rotor Modification for Stress Redistribution (St. Lawrence) 12    
Other (projects less than $9 million) 406    

$ 2,006    

In addition, the Authority’s capital plan includes the provision of approximately $1.2 billion in financing for 
Energy Services and Technology projects to be undertaken by the Authority’s governmental customers and 
other public entities in the State. There may be increases in the capital expenditures indicated in the table above 
due to projects under review. Such additional capital expenditures would be subject to evaluation and Trustee 
approval. 

In 2012, the Authority’s Trustees approved a $726 million Transmission Life Extension and Modernization 
Program (Transmission LEM Program) on the Authority’s Transmission system through 2025.  The 
Transmission LEM Program encompasses transmission assets in the Central, Northern and Western regions of 
New York and will include work to be done such as upgrades, refurbishments and replacements associated with 
switchyards and substations, transmission line structures or towers and associated hardware and replacement of 
the submarine cable on the PV-20 line.  Reinvestment in this strategic component of the Authority’s overall 
mission supports the repair, upgrade and/or expansion of the transmission infrastructure.  The Authority intends 
to finance the Transmission LEM Program with internal funds and proceeds from debt obligations to be issued 
by the Authority.  The work on the Transmission LEM Program is underway and is expected to continue 
through 2025. 

The Authority’s Trustees approved a $460 million Life Extension and Modernization Program at the Niagara 
project’s Lewiston Pump-Generating Plant, (Lewiston LEM Program) of which $300 million of expenditures 
have been authorized and approximately $167 million spent as of December 31, 2015.  The work to be done 
includes a major overhaul of the plant’s 12 pump turbine generator units.  The Lewiston LEM Program will 
increase pump and turbine efficiency, operating efficiency, and the peaking capacity of the overall Niagara 
project.  The Authority filed an application with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for a non-
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capacity license amendment in connection with the program.  The amendment was approved with a FERC order 
issued in 2012.  The Authority intends to finance this LEM Program with internal funds and proceeds from debt 
obligations to be issued by the Authority.  The unit work began in late 2012 and is on-going, with the final unit 
expected to be completed in 2020.   

By order issued March 15, 2007, FERC issued the Authority a new 50-year license for the Niagara Project 
effective September 1, 2007. In doing so, FERC approved six relicensing settlement agreements entered into by 
the Authority with various public and private entities.  In 2007, the Authority estimated that the capital cost 
associated with the relicensing of the Niagara project would be approximately $495 million.  This estimate does 
not include the value of the power allocations and operation and maintenance expenses associated with several 
habitat and recreational elements of the settlement agreements.  As of December 31, 2015, the balance in the 
recorded liability associated with the relicensing on the statement of net position is $297 million ($27 million in 
current and $270 million in other noncurrent liabilities). 

In 2003, FERC approved a Comprehensive Relicensing Settlement Agreement (“Relicensing Agreement”) 
reached by the Authority and numerous parties  and issued the Authority a new 50-year license for the St. 
Lawrence-FDR Project (“St. Lawrence-FDR License”).  The Relicensing Agreement between the Authority and 
the Local Government Task Force (“LGTF”) provided for a review of the Relicensing Agreement every ten 
years to address issues not contemplated at the time of relicensing in 2003. Following the review that began in 
2013, the Authority and the LGTF entered into an agreement effective May 4, 2015 (the “LGTF Ten-Year 
Review Agreement”) in which the Authority agreed to certain actions, including to: (1) fund an economic 
development strategic marketing study; (2) temporarily reduce electricity costs for certain farms and businesses; 
(3) initiate an energy efficiency and renewable energy program for the LGTF communities; and (4) enhance 
certain recreational facilities in the LGTF communities.  On March 26, 2015, the Authority’s Trustees 
authorized expenditures of up to $45.1 million for the purpose of implementing the commitments in the LGTF 
10-Year Review Agreement.   

The Authority has embarked on several initiatives, which are in varying stages of development.  These 
initiatives will enhance the Authority’s current operations and expand energy services and include, but are not 
limited to Smart Generation and Transmission (deployment of advanced technologies that ensure that grid 
operations become increasingly intelligent), Customer Energy Solutions (development of innovative, cost-
effective and resilient energy systems to provide our customers with choices enabling them to achieve their 
energy goals in new ways) and Asset Management (strengthening investment planning through enhanced use of 
technology, data, people and processes). 

More detailed information about the Authority’s capital assets is presented in notes 2 and 5 of the notes to the 
financial statements. 
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(1) The Subordinated Notes, Series 2012, which were issued on November 2012, are subordinate to the 
Series 2003 A Revenue Bonds, the Series 2007 A, B, and C Revenue Bonds, the Series 2011 A Revenue Bonds, 
the Series 2015 A Revenue Bonds and the Adjustable Rate Tender Notes. 

During 2015, long-term debt, net of current maturities, decreased by $184 million, primarily due to scheduled 
maturities, cash funding of capital expenditures and the reclassification of debt that the Authority has decided to 
redeem on an accelerated basis in the first quarter of 2016. In 2015, the Authority’s Trustees approved the 
redemption of the outstanding ART Notes, on an accelerated basis in the first quarter of 2016, which were 
scheduled to reset at the March 1, 2016. 

In September 2015, the Authority’s Trustees authorized the issuance of up to $80 million of additional revenue 
bonds for the purpose of refunding certain revenue bonds.  In November 2015, the Authority issued $69 million 
of Series 2015 A Revenue Bonds (2015 Bonds). The proceeds from the issuance of the 2015 Bonds and cash-
on-hand were used to: (i) refund $74.59 million of the Authority’s Series 2006 A Revenue Bonds; and (ii) pay 
the cost of issuance of the Series 2015 Bonds. 

Total debt to equity ratio as of December 31, 2015, was at .39-to-1 when compared to .40-to-1 as of 
December 31, 2014.  Total debt as of December 31, 2015 is at its lowest level since December 31, 1975. 

Debt Ratings

Standard
Moody’s & Poor’s Fitch

NYPA’s underlying credit ratings:
Senior debt:

Long-term debt (a) Aa1 AA AA
Adjustable rate tender notes Aa1/VMIG1 AA/A-1+ N/A

Subordinate debt:
Subordinate Note, Series 2012 N/A N/A AA
Commercial paper P-1 A-l+ F1+  

      

(a) Long term debt includes certain bonds - Series 2007 A, B and C Revenue Bonds and Series 2003 A 
Revenue Bonds – the principal and interest when due is guaranteed under insurance policies issued by 

Capital Structure 

2015 2014 2013
(In millions)

Long-term debt, net of current maturities:
Senior:

Revenue bonds $ 845   $ 902   $ 958   
Adjustable rate tender notes —    86   96   

Subordinated:
Subordinated Notes, Series 2012 (1) 21   23   24   
Commercial paper 5   44   70   

Total long-term debt, net of current maturities 871   1,055   1,148   

Net position 4,059   3,991   3,719   

Total capitalization $ 4,930   $ 5,046   $ 4,867   
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MBIA Insurance Corporation and Assured Guaranty Municipal Corporation, respectively.  The credit 
ratings of MBIA Insurance Corporation and Assured Guaranty Municipal Corporation are currently at or 
below the Authority’s underlying credit ratings. 

In August 2015, Moody’s Investors Service affirmed the Authority’s senior and subordinate debt ratings and in 
October 2015, Standard & Poor’s Ratings Service also affirmed the Authority’s senior and subordinate debt 
ratings, but raised the short-term component of the rating of the Authority’s Adjustable Rate Tender Notes to A-
1+ from A-1.  In October 2015, Fitch Ratings affirmed the Authority’s senior and subordinate debt ratings and 
revised their outlook to stable from positive.   

The Authority has a line of credit under a 2015 revolving credit agreement (the 2015 RCA) with a syndicate of 
banks, to provide liquidity support for the Series 1-3 CP Notes, under which the Authority may borrow up to 
$600 million in aggregate principal amount outstanding at any time for certain purposes, including the 
repayment of the Series 1–3 CP Notes.  The 2015 RCA terminates January 15, 2017, unless mutually extended 
by the banks and the Authority.  The 2015 RCA succeeded another revolving credit agreement (the 2011 RCA) 
in January 2015.  No borrowings have been made under the 2015 RCA or the 2011 RCA.   

Economic Conditions   

Competitive Environment 

The Authority’s mission is to power the economic growth and competitiveness of New York State by providing 
customers with low-cost, clean, reliable power and the innovative energy infrastructure and services they value. 
The Authority’s financial performance goal is to have the resources necessary to achieve its mission, to 
maximize opportunities to serve its customers better and to preserve its strong credit rating.

To maintain its position as a low cost provider of power in a changing environment, the Authority has 
undertaken and continues to carry out a multifaceted program, including: (a) the upgrade and relicensing of the 
Niagara and St. Lawrence-FDR projects; (b) long-term supplemental electricity supply agreements with its 
governmental customers located mainly within the City of New York (NYC Governmental Customers); (c) a 
long-term electricity supply contract with Astoria Generating LLC for the purchase of the output of a 550-MW 
power plant in Astoria, Queens, (“AEII”) which entered into service on July 1, 2011; (d) contracting for 75% of 
a 660 MW capacity, seven mile, underground and underwater transmission line connecting New York City into 
the PJM ISO, which went operational in June 2013; (e) a significant reduction of outstanding debt; and (f) 
implementation of an enterprise-wide and energy/fuel risk management program. As a component of NYPA’s 
strategic plan, efforts to modernize NYPA’s generation and transmission infrastructure are being developed and 
implemented to increase flexibility and resiliency, and to serve customers’ needs in an increasingly changing 
electric utility marketplace.   

The Authority operates in a competitive and sometimes volatile market environment. Through its participation 
in the NYISO and other commodity markets, the Authority is subject to electric energy price, fuel price and 
electric capacity price risks that impact the revenue and purchased power streams of its facilities and customer 
market areas.  Such volatility can potentially have adverse effects on the Authority’s financial condition.  To 
mitigate downside effects, many of the Authority’s customer contracts, including the NYC Governmental 
Customers, provide for the complete or partial pass-through of these costs. The NYC Governmental Customer 
market cost situation is further mitigated by their receiving the benefits of the generation output from the 
Authority’s 500-MW Plant and the contracted output from the AEII plant. 

To moderate cost impacts to the Authority and its customers, NYPA hedges market risks through the use of 
financial instruments and physical contracts.  Hedges are transacted by the Authority to mitigate volatility in the 
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cost of energy or related products needed to meet customer needs; to mitigate risk related to the price of energy 
and related products sold by the Authority; to mitigate risk related to margins (electric sales versus fuel use) 
where the Authority owns generation or other capacity; and mitigation of geographic cost differentials of energy 
procured or sold for transmission or transportation to an ultimate location.  Commodities to be hedged include, 
but are not limited to, natural gas, natural gas basis, electric energy, electric capacity and congestion costs 
associated with the transmission of electricity. Any such actions are taken pursuant to policies and procedures 
approved by the Authority’s Trustees and under the oversight of an Executive Risk Management Committee 
chaired by the Chief Financial Officer.  

The Authority can give no assurance that, even with these measures, it will not lose customers in the future as a 
result of the restructuring of the State’s electric utility industry and the emergence of new competitors or 
increased competition from existing participants. 

Rate Actions  

Power and energy from the St. Lawrence-FDR and Niagara hydroelectric facilities are sold to municipal electric 
systems, rural electric cooperatives, industrial and other business customers, certain public bodies, investor-
owned utilities, and out-of-state customers, as provided for under state and federal laws.  The charges for firm 
and/or firm peaking power and associated energy sold by the Authority, as applicable, to the fifty-one municipal 
electric systems and rural electric cooperatives in New York State, two public transportation agencies, three 
investor-owned utilities for the benefit of rural and domestic customers, and seven out-of-state public customers 
have been established on the basis of the cost to serve these loads.  In November 2011, the Authority’s Trustees 
approved a 41-month rate plan providing for certain phased-in increases to these rates which result in effective 
hydro rate increases of 5.5% on December 1, 2011 and annual increases of approximately 5.5% from May 1, 
2012 to May 1, 2014.  The rates put into effect with the last increase in 2014 continue to be sufficient to recover 
the estimated costs to run the facilities for 2016, and will therefore remain in effect at current levels until further 
notice. 

Expansion and replacement power industrial customers supplied from the Niagara facility and preservation 
power industrial customers supplied from the St. Lawrence-FDR facility are allocated over 30% of the 
combined firm contract demand of the plants.  Their rates are subject to annual adjustment based on the average 
of three contractually agreed-upon economic indices reflecting changes in industrial energy prices.  

In an order issued January 27, 1999, FERC approved the use of a $165.4 million transmission system revenue 
requirement in developing rates for use of NYPA’s transmission facilities in the NYISO market.  FERC also 
approved, among other things, the imposition of a NYPA Transmission Adjustment Charge (“NTAC”) and the 
NYPA Transmission Service Charges (“TSC”) which are the tariff elements established to achieve full recovery 
of the Authority’s annual transmission revenue requirement.  In July 2012, the Authority filed for its first 
requested increase in the revenue requirement with FERC since the implementation of the NYISO.  This filing 
resulted in FERC’s October 4, 2013 order accepting an uncontested settlement agreement establishing a new 
$175.5 million revenue requirement.  In January 2016, the Authority filed to convert from a Stated Rate to a 
Formula Rate to recover its revenue requirement based upon projected future capital spending under the Life 
Extension and Modernization program.  That filing also contained a request to increase the current $175.5 
million revenue requirement to $189.9 million.  The January 2016 request is pending with FERC. 

Recharge New York Power Program  

Chapter 60 (Part CC) of the Laws of 2011 (Chapter 60) established the “Recharge New York Power Program” 
(RNYPP), administered by the Authority, which has as its central benefit up to 910 MW of low cost power 
comprised of up to 455 MW of hydropower from the Niagara and St. Lawrence-FDR Projects and up to 455 
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MW of other power procured by the Authority from other sources.  The 910 MW of power is available for 
allocation as provided by Chapter 60 to eligible new and existing businesses and not-for-profit corporations 
under contracts of up to seven years.  RNYPP was effective beginning July 1, 2012. 

The RNYPP replaced two other programs, the Power for Jobs (PFJ) and Energy Cost Savings Benefit (ECSB) 
Programs, which had extended benefits of low-cost power to certain businesses, small businesses and not-for-
profit organizations.  Those PFJ and ECSB Program customers who were in substantial compliance with 
contractual commitments under the PFJ and ECSB Programs and who applied but did not receive RNYPP 
allocations are eligible to apply for transitional electricity discounts, as provided for in Chapter 60. This 
transitional electricity discounts program provides for declining levels of discounts through June 30, 2016 when 
the program terminates, if payment of such discounts is deemed feasible and advisable by the Authority’s 
Trustees.  In June 2012, the Authority’s Trustees authorized transitional electricity discount payments of up to 
$9 million for the year July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013.  On February 26, 2015, the Authority’s Trustees approved 
an additional $8 million to fund anticipated payments for the period from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2015.  As of 
December 31, 2015, approximately $8 million of such discounts have been paid with approximately an 
additional $5 million in payments remaining to be made.   

The hydropower used for the RNYPP was power formerly used to provide low-cost electricity to domestic and 
rural customers of the three private utilities that serve upstate New York.  To mitigate the impacts from the 
redeployment of this hydropower for the RNYPP, Chapter 60 created a “Residential Consumer Discount 
Program” (RCDP).  The RCDP authorizes the Authority, as deemed feasible and advisable by its Trustees, to 
provide annual funding of $100 million for the first three years following withdrawal of the hydropower from 
the residential and farm customers, $70 million for the fourth year, $50 million for the fifth year, and $30 
million each year thereafter, for the purpose of funding a residential consumer discount program for those 
customers that had formerly received the hydropower that is utilized in the RNYPP.  Chapter 60 further 
authorizes the Authority, as deemed feasible and advisable by the Trustees, to use revenues from the sales of 
hydroelectric power, and such other funds of the Authority, as deemed feasible and advisable by the Trustees,  
to fund the RCDP.  The Authority’s Trustees have authorized the release of a total $400.9 million through 
January 2015 in support of the RCDP.  The Authority supplemented the market revenues through the use of 
internal funds, from the August 2011 start of the program through December 31, 2015, totaling cumulatively 
$111 million.  Operations and maintenance expenses included $63 million and $88 million of residential 
consumer discounts in the years ended December 31, 2015 and 2014, respectively.  On January 27, 2016, the 
Authority’s Trustees approved up to an additional $43 million to fund anticipated payments for its 2016 fiscal 
year.   

Western New York Power Proceeds Allocation Act 

Effective March 30, 2012, Chapter 58 (Part GG) of the Laws of 2012 (Chapter 58) created the Western New 
York Power Proceeds Act (WNYPPA).  The WNYPPA authorizes the Authority, as deemed feasible and 
advisable by the Trustees, to deposit net earnings from the sale of unallocated Expansion Power and 
Replacement Power from the Authority’s Niagara project into an account administered by the Authority known 
as the Western New York Economic Development Fund (Fund).  Net earnings are defined as any excess 
revenues earned from such power sold into the wholesale market over the revenues that would have been 
received had the power been sold at the Expansion Power and Replacement Power rates.  Proceeds from the 
Fund may be used to support eligible projects undertaken within a 30-mile radius of the Niagara power project 
that satisfy applicable criteria.  Chapter 58 also establishes a five-member Western New York Power 
Allocations Board, which is appointed by the Governor.  Chapter 58 also repealed Chapter 436 of the Laws of 
2010 which had created a similar program that could not be effectively implemented.   



40 41 NYPA Annual Report 2015 NYPA Annual Report 2015  

NEW YORK POWER AUTHORITY 
Managementʼs Discussion and Analysis 

December 31, 2015 and 2014 

(Unaudited) 

40 

 

The Authority’s Trustees have approved the release of up to $58 million in net earnings, calculated for the 
period August 30, 2010 through December 31, 2015 as provided in the legislation, for deposit into the Fund.  As 
of December 31, 2015, $41 million has been deposited into the Fund.  As of December 31, 2015, the Authority 
has approved awards of Fund money totaling approximately $30 million to businesses that have proposed 
eligible projects and has made payments totaling $12 million to such businesses.  Payment of these awards is 
contingent upon the execution of acceptable contracts between the Authority and individual awardees. 

Northern New York Power Proceeds Allocation Act

Chapter 545 of the Laws of 2014 enacted the “Northern New York Power Proceeds Act” (NNYPPA).  The 
NNYPPA authorizes the Authority, as deemed feasible and advisable by the Trustees, to deposit “net earnings” 
from the sale of unallocated St. Lawrence County Economic Development Power (SLCEDP) by the Authority 
in the wholesale energy market into an account the Authority would administer known as the Northern New 
York Economic Development Fund (NNY Fund), and to make awards to eligible applicants that propose 
eligible projects that satisfy applicable criteria.  The NNYPPA also establishes a five-member Northern New 
York Power Allocations Board appointed by the Governor to review applications seeking NNY Fund benefits 
and to make recommendations to the Authority concerning benefits awards.   

SLCEDP consists of up to 20 MW of hydropower from the Authority’s St. Lawrence-FDR Power Project which 
the Authority has made available for sale to the Town of Massena Electric Department (“MED”) for MED to 
sub-allocate for economic development purposes in accordance with a contract between the parties entered into 
in 2012 (Authority-MED Contract).  The NNYPPA defines “net earnings” as the aggregate excess of revenues 
received by the Authority from the sale of energy associated with SLCEDP by the Authority in the wholesale 
energy market over what revenues would have been received had such energy been sold to MED on a firm basis 
under the terms of the Authority-MED contract.  For the first 5 years after enactment, the amount of SLCEDP 
the Authority could use to generate net earnings may not exceed the lesser of 20 MW or the amount of SLCEDP 
that has not been allocated by the Authority pursuant to the Authority-MED contract.  Thereafter, the amount of 
SLCEDP that the Authority could use for such purpose may not exceed the lesser of 10 MW or the amount of 
SLCEDP that has not been allocated. 

On February 26, 2015, the Authority’s Trustees approved the release of funds, of up to $3 million, into the NNY 
Fund representing “net earnings” from the sale of unallocated SLCEDP into the wholesale energy market for the 
period December 29, 2014 through December 31, 2015. On January 26, 2016, the Authority’s Trustees 
approved up to an additional $5 million in funds for the period January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016.  As 
of December 31, 2015, $1 million has been deposited into the Fund and no awards have been made. 

New York State Budget and Other Matters  

The Authority is requested, from time to time, to make financial contributions or transfers of funds to the State. 
Any such contribution or transfer of funds must (i) be authorized by law (typically, legislation enacted in 
connection with the State budget), and (ii) satisfy the requirements of the Bond Resolution.  The Bond 
Resolution requirements to withdraw moneys “free and clear of the lien and pledge created by the (Bond) 
Resolution” are as follows: (1) such withdrawal must be for a “lawful corporate purpose as determined by the 
Authority,” and (2) the Authority must determine “taking into account, among other considerations, anticipated 
future receipt of Revenues or other moneys constituting part of the Trust Estate, that the funds to be so 
withdrawn are not needed” for (a) payment of reasonable and necessary operating expenses, (b) an Operating 
Fund reserve for working capital, emergency repairs or replacements, major renewals, or for retirement from 
service, decommissioning or disposal of facilities, (c) payment of, or accumulation of a reserve for payment of, 
interest and principal on senior debt, or (d) payment of interest and principal on subordinate debt.   
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In May 2011, the Authority’s Trustees adopted a policy statement (Policy Statement) which relates to, among 
other things, voluntary contributions, transfers, or other payments to the State by the Authority after that date.  
The Policy Statement provides, among other things, that in deciding whether to make such contributions, 
transfers, or payments, the Authority shall use as a reference point the maintenance of a debt service coverage 
ratio of at least 2.0, in addition to making the other determinations required by the Bond Resolution.  The Policy 
Statement may at any time be modified or eliminated at the discretion of the Authority’s Trustees. 

Legislation enacted into law, as part of the 2000-2001 State budget, as amended up to the present time, has 
authorized the Authority as deemed feasible and advisable by the trustees, to make a series of voluntary 
contributions into the State treasury in connection with the PFJ Program and for other purposes as well. The PFJ 
Program, which had been extended to June 30, 2012, has ended and was replaced by the RNYPP, as discussed 
above and in note 12(a) “Recharge New York Power Program” of the notes to the financial statements. 
Cumulatively through December 31, 2012, the Authority has made voluntary contributions to the State totaling 
$475 million in connection with the ended PFJ Program. 

In 2015 and 2014, the Authority made contributions of $90 million to the State in each year that were not related 
to the PFJ Program and which were recorded as nonoperating expenses in the year ended December 31, 2015 
and 2014 statements of revenues, expenses and changes in net position. These contributions were authorized by 
the Authority’s Trustees and were consistent with the related State fiscal year budgets.  The 2015 contributions 
included $23 million that was paid to the State’s General Fund and $67 million that was paid to Empire State 
Development Corporation (ESD).  The 2014 contributions of $90 million were made in furtherance of ESD’s 
statewide economic development initiatives.  Cumulatively, between January 2008 and December 31, 2015, the 
Authority has made voluntary contributions to the State totaling $672 million unrelated to the PFJ program.   

In addition, as part of the State’s Enacted Budget for State fiscal year 2015-16, the Authority, as deemed 
feasible and advisable by its Trustees, is authorized and directed to consider for payment by March 31, 2016, 
the remaining contribution of $65 million to the State treasury to the credit of the General Fund, or as 
otherwise directed in writing by the Director of the Budget. 

In addition to the voluntary contributions described above, Section 3 of Subpart H of Part C of Chapter 20 of the 
Laws of 2015 (Chapter 20), which became effective upon enactment on June 26, 2015, authorizes and directs 
the Authority, as deemed feasible and advisable by its trustees, to provide up to $6 million in additional 
contributions to the State’s general fund, or as otherwise directed in writing by the State’s director of the budget 
for the state fiscal year commencing April 1, 2015. 

The 2016-17 Executive Budget Proposal contains a provision authorizing the Authority as deemed “feasible and 
advisable by its trustees” to transfer to the State treasury to the credit of the general fund $20 million for the 
State fiscal year commencing April 1, 2016, the proceeds of which will be utilized to support energy-related 
State activities.   

On January 13, 2016, the Governor submitted, as part of his Executive Budget Proposal, legislation authorizing 
the transfer of the New York State Canal Corporation (Canal Corporation) from the New York State Thruway 
Authority (Thruway Authority) to the Authority. If such legislation were enacted into law in its current form, the 
Canal Corporation would cease to be a subsidiary of the Thruway Authority and would become a subsidiary of 
the Authority. The proposed legislation authorizes the Authority to transfer moneys, property and personnel to 
the Canal Corporation and also authorizes the Authority to issue subordinated debt for the purposes of financing 
the construction, reconstruction, development and improvement of the New York State Canal system. The 
proposed legislation provides that the transfer will be effective on January 1, 2017. However, such legislation 
also authorizes the Authority to reimburse the Thruway Authority for Canal System expenses for the interim 
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period of April 1, 2016 through January 1, 2017.  The Authority has not determined what the interim or long 
term level of the Authority’s financial support to the Canal Corporation would be if the legislation were enacted 
in its current form.  For fiscal year 2014, the Canal Corporation’s operating expenses were $65.9 million and 
operating revenues were $2.3 million with the difference provided by the Thruway Authority or other resources.  
For fiscal year 2015, the Canal Corporation’s capital program was budgeted at $52 million with funding 
expected from various sources.  Certain information relating to the Canal Corporation’s capital and operating 
expenses and budgets and the level of financial assistance provided to the Canal Corporation by the Thruway 
Authority is included in the Thruway Authority’s audited financial statements, monthly financial reports and 
budgets, copies of which are available at the Thruway Authority’s website: thruway.ny.gov.  Such information 
is not incorporated in this report and the Authority assumes no responsibility for the accuracy thereof. 

Temporary Asset Transfers  

In addition to the authorization for voluntary contributions, as a result of budget legislation enacted in February 
2009, the Authority was requested to provide temporary asset transfers to the State of funds held in reserves.  
Pursuant to the terms of a Memorandum of Understanding dated February 2009 (MOU) between the State, 
acting by and through the State’s Director of Budget, and the Authority, the Authority agreed to transfer 
approximately $215 million associated with its Spent Nuclear Fuel Reserves (Asset B) by March 27, 2009. The 
Spent Nuclear Fuel Reserves are funds that had been set aside for payment to the federal government sometime 
in the future when the federal government accepts the spent nuclear fuel for permanent storage (see note11(b) 
“Nuclear Fuel Disposal”. The MOU provides for the return of these funds to the Authority, subject to 
appropriation by the State Legislature and the other conditions described below, at the earlier of the Authority’s 
payment obligation related to the transfer and disposal of the spent nuclear fuel or September 30, 2017.  Further, 
the MOU provides for the Authority to transfer within 180 days of the enactment of the 2009-2010 State budget 
$103 million of funds set aside for future construction projects (Asset A), which amounts would be returned to 
the Authority, subject to appropriation by the State Legislature and the other conditions described below, at the 
earlier of when required for operating, capital or debt service obligations of the Authority or September 30, 
2014.  In February 2009, the Authority’s Trustees authorized the execution of the MOU relating to the 
temporary transfers of Asset B ($215 million) and Asset A ($103 million) and such transfers were made in 
March 2009 and September 2009, respectively, following Trustee approval. 

The MOU provides that the obligation of the State to return all or a portion of an amount equal to the moneys 
transferred by the Authority to the State is subject to annual appropriation by the State Legislature. Further, the 
MOU provides that as a condition to any such appropriation for the return of the moneys earlier than 
September 30, 2017 for the Spent Nuclear Fuel Reserves and earlier than September 30, 2014 for the 
construction projects, the Authority must certify that the monies available to the Authority are not sufficient to 
satisfy the purposes for which the reserves, which are the source of the funds for the transfer, were established. 

In lieu of interest payments, the State has waived certain future payments from the Authority to the State. The 
waived payments include the Authority’s obligation to pay until September 30, 2017 the amounts to which the 
State is entitled under a governmental cost recovery process for the costs of central governmental services. 
These payments would have been approximately $5 million per year based on current estimates but the waiver 
is limited to a maximum of $45 million in the aggregate during the period. Further, the obligation to make 
payments in support of certain State park properties and for the upkeep of State lands adjacent to the Niagara 
and St. Lawrence power plants is waived from April 1, 2011 to March 31, 2017. These payments would have 
been approximately $8 million per year but the waiver would be limited to a maximum of $43 million for the 
period.  The present value of the waivers approximates the present value of the forgone interest income. 
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On April 24, 2014, the Authority and the State executed an Amendment to the MOU which provides that the 
State shall, subject to appropriation by the State Legislature, return the $103 million (Asset A) in five 
installments in the following amounts and by no later than September 30 of each of the following State fiscal 
years: (1) $18 million for State Fiscal Year 2014-2015; (2) $21 million for State Fiscal Year 2015-2016; (3) $21 
million for State Fiscal Year 2016-2017; (4) $21 million for State Fiscal Year 2017-2018; and (5) $22 million 
for State Fiscal Year 2018-2019.  By its terms, the Amendment to the MOU became effective when it was 
approved and ratified by the Authority’s Board of Trustees on July 29, 2014.  The Authority has received 
installment payments of $39 million as of December 31, 2015.  The Assets A and B transfers are reported in 
miscellaneous receivable and other ($21 million as of both December 31, 2015 and 2014) and in other 
noncurrent assets ($258 million and $279 million at December 31, 2015 and December 31, 2014, respectively) 
in the statements of net position. 

New York Energy Highway

In January 2012, the Governor of New York announced the New York Energy Highway initiative, which is 
envisioned as a public-private partnership to upgrade and modernize the State’s electric power system.  The 
Governor formed a task force comprised of various State officials to oversee implementation of the initiative 
(Task Force) which is co-chaired by the Authority’s President and Chief Executive Officer.  In April 2012, the 
Task Force issued a request for information seeking ideas and proposals in furtherance of the initiative.  
Approximately 85 organizations responded to the Task Force’s request for information and the responses 
included a large number of different generation and transmission project proposals.  Based on the response of all 
these organizations, the Energy Highway Task Force issued an action plan in October 2012. The resulting 
Energy Highway Blueprint, calling for public and private investments in the State’s energy system of about $5.7 
billion over the next five to 10 years, proposed 13 specific actions, divided among four major categories: 
Expand and Strengthen the System, Accelerate Construction and Repair, Support Clean Energy and Technology 
Innovation.  

In November 2012, the New York Public Service Commission (NYPSC) announced new proceedings 
addressing various actions described in the Blueprint including (i) the initiation of electric transmission 
upgrades to move excess power from upstate to downstate (AC Transmission), (ii) the creation of a contingency 
plan to prepare for a large generator retirement (Generation Retirement Contingency Plan) and (iii) the 
expansion of natural gas delivery to homeowners and businesses in New York State.   

In response to the request for information and the Generation Retirement Contingency Plan and AC 
Transmission proceedings, the New York Transmission Owners (NYTOs), comprised of the State’s largest 
private utilities, LIPA, and the Authority, indicated that they were exploring the creation of a new Statewide 
transmission entity (NY Transco) to pursue development, construction, operation, and ownership of new 
transmission projects.  The NYTOs proposed to the Task Force and to the NYPSC several transmission projects 
that could be undertaken by a NY Transco entity.  Participation of the Authority in the NY Transco would be 
contingent on the enactment of legislation by the State that enables the Authority to participate.  As of the 2015 
legislative session, which ended in June 2015, such enabling legislation has not been passed.  On November 24, 
2014, affiliates of the NYTOs formed a transmission entity (Four-Party Transco) that does not include LIPA or 
the Authority but would permit their participation should the necessary enabling legislation be passed. 

In its November 4, 2013 Generation Retirement Contingency Plan Order, the NYPSC selected three 
transmission projects (TOTS projects) to be built by Consolidated Edison, New York State Electric and Gas 
(NYSEG) and the Authority. The NYPSC also requested that the NYTOs seek Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) approval for the three TOTS projects.    On December 4, 2014, the NYTOs on behalf of 
themselves and the Four-Party Transco filed applications at FERC to permit the transfer of certain transmission 
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assets to the Four-Party Transco.  The Four-Party Transco also filed an application for cost allocation and 
recovery for five projects, including the three TOTS projects.  Though the Authority and other interested parties 
contested the proposed cost allocation methodology, the parties engaged in a settlement process and on 
November 5, 2015, the Four-Party Transco filed an uncontested settlement to resolve the cost allocation 
methodology for the three TOTS projects, which is pending final approval before FERC.  The Authority, which 
is co-developing one of the TOTS projects with NYSEG, has filed its own proposal at FERC to recover the 
costs of its portion of that TOTS project.  The Authority proposed the same cost allocation methodology that the 
parties agreed upon in the Four-Party Transco settlement filed at FERC.   

Build Smart NY Initiative 

On December 28, 2012, the Governor of New York issued Executive Order No. 88 (EO 88) directing state 
agencies collectively to reduce energy consumption in state-owned and managed buildings by 20 percent within 
seven years – an initiative designed to produce significant savings for New York taxpayers, generate jobs, and 
significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions. To meet this initiative, the Governor launched Build Smart NY, 
a plan to strategically implement EO 88 by accelerating priority improvements in energy performance.  The 
Authority has offered to provide $450 million in low-cost financing for this initiative for state owned buildings 
and an additional $350 million for towns and municipalities. Such low-cost financing would be funded by 
proceeds of the Authority’s commercial paper or another form of debt.  The Authority’s costs of financing 
would be recovered from the energy efficiency customers in this program. The Authority has established a 
central management and implementation team which designed implementation guidelines milestones and data 
collection and analysis systems to support the program.  The team conducts routine outreach and meetings with 
affected state agencies and has commenced the implementation phase of the Build Smart NY program.  As of 
December 31, 2015, the Authority has in aggregate provided approximately $204 million in financing for 
energy efficiency projects at State agencies and authorities covered by EO 88. 

Energy Efficiency Market Acceleration Program  

In June 2012, the Authority’s Trustees authorized up to $30 million in funding over five years for an energy 
efficiency market acceleration program involving energy efficiency research, demonstration projects, and 
market development. As of December 31, 2015, the Authority’s Trustees have approved the award of contracts 
with a cumulative value of up to approximately $26 million. 
 
Reforming the Energy Vision 

In April 2014, the PSC commenced a proceeding to reform the State's energy industry and regulatory practices. 
According to the PSC, this initiative, called Reforming the Energy Vision ("REV"), will lead to regulatory 
changes that promote more efficient use of energy; deeper penetration of renewable energy resources such as 
wind and solar; and wider deployment of smaller power sources located closer to the customer load, including 
micro grids capable of meeting the regular demands of a community of consumers, on-site power supplies, and 
energy storage. REV also aims to promote greater use of advanced energy management products to enhance 
demand elasticity and efficiencies. The PSC order instituting the proceeding designated two tracks for the REV 
with track one focused on developing distributed resource markets and track two focused on reforming utility 
ratemaking practices. 
 
The PSC has identified six core policy objectives for REV relating to enhanced customer knowledge and tools 
to support effective management of total energy bills, market animation and leverage of customer contributions, 
system-wide efficiency, fuels and resource diversity, system reliability and resiliency, and reduction of carbon 
emissions. A PSC "Staff Report and Proposal" released in April 2014 set forth a vision for how to accomplish 
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the PSC's objectives. This report and additional information on REV, including the Order Adopting Regulatory 
Policy Framework and Implementation Plan issued and effective February 26, 2015 (Track 1) and the Staff 
White Paper on Ratemaking and Utility Business Models issued on July 28, 2015, are available at 
http://www.dps.ny.gov/. No statement on that website is incorporated by reference herein. The PSC has several 
ongoing proceedings related to Track 1 and Track 2 of REV that the Authority is following.   
 
While the PSC does not have jurisdiction over rates for power generated or transmitted by the Authority, the 
reforms and innovations contemplated in the REV initiative are expected by the PSC to be done in conjunction 
with certain independent but related actions of the Authority, and will impact electricity rates for energy 
efficiency project customers. As a result, the Authority monitors the REV initiative closely and expects to 
evaluate any regulatory reforms that are ultimately implemented and their impact on project implementation and 
suitability for adoption by the Authority and its customers. 
 
Retirement of Generation Resources 
 
Recently announced and future retirement of generation resources may impact the Authority's resources, both 
positively and negatively. The reduction in the amount of generation capacity available to the system that results 
from generator retirement will, all other things being equal, increase the unit price paid for capacity from the 
Authority's resources. Retirement of resources also can affect power flows and the ability to fully access the 
energy available from the Authority's assets. For example, the retirements of coal-fired generation stations at 
Dunkirk and Huntley, New York could limit the amount of energy that the transmission system in the vicinity of 
the Authority's Niagara Project can accommodate, thus preventing the full use of this asset. 
 
Recognizing the potential for such retirements and the impact they could have on the operation of the Niagara 
Project and the ability to access renewable power from Ontario, Canada, on July 20, 2015 the PSC issued an 
order that granted requests from the Authority and National Grid to establish a Public Policy Requirement 
driving the need for transmission additions to, among other things, enable the Authority to fully operate 2700 
MW of generation from the Authority's Niagara and Lewiston Pump-Generating Plant and ensure that, under 
emergency conditions, no less than 1000 MW of import capacity will be available from Ontario. This order is 
the first step in a competitive solicitation process that will procure, pursuant to procedures established in FERC's 
Order 1000, transmission enhancements sufficient to meet the need identified by the PSC. The Authority has 
been developing a proposal for meeting this need, which it will submit in the competitive process required under 
FERC Order 1000.  On December 31, 2015, the Authority and New York State Electric & Gas Corp. (NYSEG) 
submitted a joint proposal to the New York Independent System Operator (NYISO) for consideration of a 
potential transmission solution.  The NYISO will review and provide comment on potential solutions - in 
accordance with the NYISO tariff and requirements of FERC Order 1000. 

Contacting the Authority 

This financial report is designed to provide our customers and other interested parties with a general overview 
of the Authority’s finances. If you have any questions about this report or need additional financial information, 
contact the New York Power Authority, 123 Main Street, White Plains, New York 10601-3107. 
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KPMG LLP 
345 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10154-0102 

Independent Auditors’ Report 

The Board of Trustees 
Power Authority of the State of New York: 

Report on the Financial Statements 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Power Authority of the State of New York 
(the Authority), which comprise the statements of net position as of December 31, 2015 and 2014, and the 
related statements of revenues, expenses, and changes in net position, and cash flows for the years then 
ended, and the related notes to the financial statements.  

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 
accordance with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles; this includes the design, implementation, 
and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements 
that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

Auditors’ Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audits. We conducted 
our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement.  

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the 
financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditors’ judgment, including the assessment of 
the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those 
risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair 
presentation of the  financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal 
control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of 
accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management, 
as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.  

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our 
audit opinion. 

Opinion on the Financial Statements 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial 
position of the Authority as of December 31, 2015 and 2014, and its changes in net position, and cash flows 
for the years then ended in accordance with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles.

KPMG  LLP  is  a  Delaware  limited  liability  partnership, 
the U.S. member firm of KPMG International Cooperative 
(“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity. 
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December 31, 
2015  2014

Assets and Deferred Outflows     
    

Current Assets:     
Cash and cash equivalents $ 67 $ 78 
Investment in securities 1,270 1,258 
Receivables - customers 153 188 
Materials and supplies, at average cost:   

Plant and general 82 91 
Fuel  36 49 

Miscellaneous receivables and other 146 261 
   

Total current assets 1,754 1,925 
     
Noncurrent Assets:     

Restricted funds:     
Cash and cash equivalents  19  18 
Investment in securities  1,495  1,486 
     

Total restricted assets 1,514   1,504 
     

Capital funds:     
Cash and cash equivalents  6  1 
Investment in securities  29  36 
     

Total capital funds  35   37 
     
Capital Assets:     

Capital assets not being depreciated  588  421 
Capital assets, net of accumulated depreciation  4,190  4,310 

     
Total capital assets   4,778   4,731 

     
Other Noncurrent Assets:     

Receivable - New York State  258  279 
Other long-term assets  1,196  1,031 

     
Total other noncurrent assets   1,454   1,310 

     
Total noncurrent assets    7,781  7,582 

    
Total assets  9,535   9,507 

    
Deferred outflows:     
Accumulated decrease in fair value of hedging derivatives  10  17 
Pensions (Note 9)   30   – 
     

Total assets and deferred outflows   $ 9,575   $ 9,524 
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 December 31, 
  2015 2014 

Liabilities, Deferred Inflows and Net Position  
 

Current liabilities:     
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  $ 363  $ 334 
Short-term debt   528  466 
Long-term debt due within one year  181  90 
Capital lease obligation due within one year  20  16 
Risk management activities - derivatives  4  21 

     
Total current liabilities   1,096   927 

     
Noncurrent liabilities:     

Long-term debt:     
Senior:     

Revenue bonds  845  902 
Adjustable rate tender notes  ‒  86 

Subordinated:      
Subordinated Notes, Series 2012  21  23 
Commercial paper  5   44 

       
Total long-term debt  871   1,055 

     
Other noncurrent liabilities:     

Capital lease obligation  1,169  1,189 
Liability to decommission divested nuclear facilities  1,430  1,415 
Disposal of spent nuclear fuel   217  217 
Relicensing  270  279 
Risk management activities - derivatives  15  16 
Other long-term liabilities  138  149 

     
Total other noncurrent liabilities   3,239   3,265 

     
Total noncurrent liabilities  4,110  4,320 

     
Total liabilities    5,206 5,247 

    
Deferred inflows:     
Cost of removal obligation  299  286 
Accumulated increase in fair value of hedging  10  ‒ 
Pensions (Note 9)  1  ‒ 
     
Net position:      

Net investment in capital assets  2,070  1,992 
Restricted  23  25 
Unrestricted   1,966   1,974 

     
Total net position   4,059   3,991 

Total liabilities, deferred inflows and net position   $ 9,575   $ 9,524 
   
     
 
 

See accompanying notes to the financial statements. 
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Year Ended December 31, 
2015  2014 

Operating revenues:     
Power sales $ 1,866  $ 2,396 
Transmission charges 160  165 
Wheeling charges 599  614 

    
Total operating revenues 2,625   3,175 

Operating Expenses:     
Purchased power   689  996 
Fuel oil and gas   236  361 
Wheeling  599  614 
Operations  415  442 
Maintenance  154  120 
Depreciation  237  232 

      
Total operating expenses  2,330   2,765 

      
Operating income  295   410 

     
Nonoperating revenues and expenses:     

Nonoperating revenues:     
Investment income   14  21 
Other  11  94 

     
Total nonoperating revenues   25   115 

     
Nonoperating expenses     

Contribution to New York State  90  90 
Interest on long-term debt  55  59 
Interest - other  116  116 
Interest capitalized  (12)  (9) 
Amortization of debt premium  (3)  (3) 

     
Total nonoperating expenses   246   253 

       
Net income and change in net position  74   272 

     
Net position, January 1  3,991  3,719 
Cumulative effect of change in accounting principle (Note 9)  (6)  ‒ 
     
Net position, January 1, as restated  3,985  3,719 
     
Net position, December 31   $ 4,059   $ 3,991 

 
 
 
 

See accompanying notes to the financial statements.
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Year Ended December 31, 
2015 2014 

Cash flows from operating activities:   

Received from customers for the sale of power, transmission and wheeling $ 2,600  $ 3,143 
Disbursements for:    
 Purchased power (705)  (981) 
 Fuel, oil and gas (234)  (419) 
 Wheeling of power by other utilities (602)   (616) 
 Operations and maintenance (625)  (615) 

Net cash provided by operating activities 434   512 
     
Cash flows from capital and related financing activities:     

Gross additions to capital assets  (238)  (186) 
Issuance of 2015 Series Bonds  69  ‒ 
Redemption of Series 2006 A Revenue Bonds  (88)  ‒ 
Repayment of bonds  (40)  (51) 
Repayment of notes  (10)  (10) 
Repayment of commercial paper  (26)  (32) 
Interest paid, net  (54)   (58) 

Net cash used in capital and related financing activities (387)   (337) 
     
Cash flows from noncapital–related financing activities:     

Energy conservation program payments received from participants  91  109 
Energy conservation program costs  (166)  (185) 
Issuance of commercial paper  142  139 
Repayment of commercial paper  (80)  (124) 
Interest paid on commercial paper  (4)  (3) 
Transmission line interconnection costs  (69)  (73) 
Contributions to OPEB trust fund  (14)  (17) 
Contributions to New York State  (90)  (90) 
Payment received from New York State   21  18 
Payments received from value sharing agreement  71  72 
Payments received from notes receivable  20   20 
Payment for fuel reserve – NYS initiative  ‒  (10) 
NYISO collateral  14  (14) 
Payments received from nuclear relicensing  3  ‒ 

Net cash used in noncapital-related financing activities   (61)   (158) 
     
Cash flows from investing activities:     

Earnings received on investments  20  21 
Purchase of investment securities  (5,878)  (5,297) 
Sale of investment securities  5,867   5,323 

Net cash provided by investing activities   9   47 
      

Net increase (decrease) in cash   (5)   64 
      
Cash and cash equivalents, January 1  97   33 
        
Cash and cash equivalents, December 31   $ 92   $ 97 

     
Reconciliation to net cash provided by operating activities:     

Operating income  $ 295  $ 410 
Adjustments to reconcile operating income to net cash provided by operating 
activities:     
Change in assets, deferred outflows, liabilities and deferred inflows:     
 Provision for depreciation  237  232 
 Net increase in prepayments and other   (50)  (20) 
 Net decrease (increase) in receivables and inventory  48  (57) 
 Net decrease in accounts payable and accrued liabilities  (96)   (53) 

     
Net cash provided by operating activities   $ 434   $ 512 

     
 

See accompanying notes to the financial statements.
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(1) General    

The Power Authority of the State of New York (the Authority), doing business as The New York Power 
Authority, is a corporate municipal instrumentality and political subdivision of the State of New York (State) 
created in 1931 by Title 1 of Article 5 of the Public Authorities Law, Chapter 43-A of the Consolidated Laws of 
the State, as amended (Power Authority Act or Act). 

The Authority’s mission is to power the economic growth and competitiveness of New York State by providing 
customers with low-cost, clean, reliable power and the innovative energy infrastructure and services they value. 
The Authority’s financial performance goal is to have the resources necessary to achieve its mission, to 
maximize opportunities to serve its customers better and to preserve its strong credit rating.

The Authority is authorized by the Power Authority Act to help provide a continuous and adequate supply of 
dependable electricity to the people of the State. The Authority generates, transmits and sells electricity 
principally at wholesale. The Authority’s primary customers are municipal and investor-owned utilities, rural 
electric cooperatives, high load factor industries and other businesses located throughout New York State, 
various public corporations located in Southeastern New York within the metropolitan area of New York City 
(SENY Governmental Customers), and certain out-of-state customers. 

To provide electric service, the Authority owns and operates five major generating facilities, eleven small gas-
fired electric generating facilities, and four small hydroelectric facilities in addition to a number of transmission 
lines, including major 765-kV and 345-kV transmission facilities.   The Authority’s five major generating 
facilities consist of two large hydroelectric facilities (Niagara and St. Lawrence-FDR), a large pumped-storage 
hydroelectric facility (Blenheim-Gilboa), the combined cycle electric generating plant located in Queens, New 
York (500-MW Plant) and the Richard M. Flynn combined cycle plant located on Long Island (Flynn). To 
provide additional electric generation capacity to the Authority’s NYC Governmental Customers, the Authority 
entered into a long-term electricity supply agreement with Astoria Energy II LLC in 2008 for the purchase of 
the output of an Astoria, Queens based natural-gas fueled 550-MW generating plant, which entered service in 
the summer of 2011. 

The Authority acts through a Board of Trustees.  The Authority’s Trustees are appointed by the Governor of the 
State of New York, with the advice and consent of the State Senate. The Authority is a fiscally independent 
public corporation that does not receive State funds or tax revenues or credits. It generally finances construction 
of new projects through a combination of internally generated funds and sales of bonds and notes to investors 
and pays related debt service with revenues from the generation and transmission of electricity. Accordingly, the 
financial condition of the Authority is not controlled by or dependent on the State or any political subdivision of 
the State.  Under the criteria set forth in Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) the Authority 
considers its relationship to the State to be that of a related organization.   

Income of the Authority and properties acquired by it for its projects are exempt from taxation. However, the 
Authority is authorized by the Act to enter into agreements to make payments in lieu of taxes with respect to 
property acquired for any project where such payments are based solely on the value of the real property 
without regard to any improvement thereon by the Authority and where no bonds to pay any costs of such 
project were issued prior to January 1, 1972. 

The ‘‘Public Authorities Accountability Act of 2005’’ (‘‘PAAA’’) was signed into law in January 2006 and its 
various provisions address public authority reporting, governance, budgeting, oversight, and auditing matters, 
among other things.  Additional public authority reforms were made by Chapter 506 of the Laws of 2009 
(Chapter 506) which took effect on March 1, 2010.  For example, Chapter 506 provided for (i) the creation of an 
“Authorities Budget Office” to provide oversight and other functions regarding public authorities, including the 
Authority; (ii) enhanced reporting requirements for public authorities, including the Authority; (iii) additional 
governance responsibilities for the boards of public authorities, including the Authority; (iv) New York State 
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Comptroller review and approval of certain contracts of public authorities, including the Authority; (v) 
restrictions on property disposal by public authorities, including the Authority; and (vi) State Senate approval of 
certain authorities’ chief executive officers, including the Authority. 

(2) Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 

The Authority’s significant accounting policies include the following: 

(a) Basis of Reporting 

The Authority complies with all applicable pronouncements of the Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB). In accordance with GAS No. 62, Codification of Accounting and Financial Reporting 
Guidance Contained in Pre-November 30, 1989 FASB and AICPA Pronouncements, the Authority applies 
all authoritative pronouncements applicable to nongovernmental entities (i.e., Accounting Standards 
Codification (ASC) of the Financial Accounting Standards Board) that do not conflict with 
GASB pronouncements.  The operations of the Authority are presented as an enterprise fund following the 
accrual basis of accounting in order to recognize the flow of economic resources.  Accordingly, revenues 
are recognized in the period in which they are earned and expenses are recognized in the period in which 
they are incurred. 

(b) Regulatory Accounting 

The Authority’s Board of Trustees has broad rate setting authority for its power sales agreements with 
customers.  The sale of transmission service over the Authority’s facilities is provided pursuant to New 
York Independent System Operator (NYISO) tariffs and under contracts that pre-dated existence of the 
NYISO.  The Authority files its transmission system revenue requirement with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) for inclusion in the NYISO’s open access tariff. 

The Authority accounts for the financial effects of the rate regulated portion of its operations in accordance 
with the provisions of ASC Topic 980, Regulated Operations.  These provisions recognize the economic 
ability of regulators, through the ratemaking process, to create future economic benefits and obligations 
affecting rate-regulated entities. Accordingly, the Authority records these future economic benefits and 
obligations as regulatory assets and regulatory liabilities, respectively.  Regulatory assets represent 
probable future revenues associated with previously incurred costs that are expected to be recovered from 
customers. Regulatory liabilities represent amounts that are collected from customers through the 
ratemaking process associated with costs to be incurred in future periods.  Based on the action of the Board 
of Trustees, the Authority believes the future collection of the costs held over through regulatory assets is 
probable.  For regulatory assets see note 2(l) “Other Long-Term Assets” of the notes to the financial 
statements. 

(c) Estimates 

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles 
requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and 
liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the 
reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from 
those estimates. 

(d) Capital Assets  

Capital assets are recorded at original cost and consist of amounts expended for labor, materials, services 
and indirect costs to license, construct, acquire, complete and place in operation the projects of the 
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Authority. Interest on amounts borrowed to finance construction of the Authority’s projects is charged to 
the project prior to completion. Borrowed funds for a specific construction project are deposited in a 
capital fund account. Earnings on fund investments are held in this fund to be used for construction. 
Earnings on unexpended funds are credited to the cost of the related project (construction work in 
progress) until completion of that project. Construction work in progress costs are reduced by revenues 
received for power produced (net of expenditures incurred in operating the projects) prior to the date of 
completion. The costs of current repairs are charged to operating expense, and renewals and betterments 
are capitalized. The cost of capital assets retired less salvage is charged to accumulated depreciation. 
Depreciation of capital assets is generally provided on a straight-line basis over the estimated lives of the 
various classes of capital assets. 

The related depreciation provisions at December 31, 2015 and 2014 expressed as a percentage of average 
depreciable capital assets on an annual basis are: 

Average depreciation rate
2015 2014

Type of plant:
Production:

Hydro 2.0% 2.0%
Gas turbine/combined cycle 3.1 3.2

Transmission 2.5 2.4
General 3.5 3.5

2.8% 2.8%
 

(e) Asset Retirement and Cost of Removal Obligations 

The Authority applies the applicable provisions of ASC Topic 410, Asset Retirement and Environmental 
Obligations, which requires an entity to record a liability at fair value to recognize legal obligations for 
asset retirements in the period incurred and to capitalize the cost by increasing the carrying amount of the 
related long-lived asset. The Authority determined that it had legal liabilities for the retirement of certain 
Small Clean Power Plants (SCPPs) in New York City and, accordingly, has recorded a liability for the 
retirement of these assets. In connection with these legal obligations, the Authority has also recognized a 
liability for the remediation of certain contaminated soils discovered during the construction process. 

ASC Topic 410 does not apply to asset retirement obligations involving pollution remediation obligations 
that are within the scope of GAS No. 49, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Pollution Remediation 
Obligations. The Authority applies GAS No. 49 which, upon the occurrence of any one of five specified 
obligating events, requires an entity to estimate the components of expected pollution remediation outlays 
and determine whether outlays for those components should be accrued as a liability or, if appropriate, 
capitalized when goods and services are acquired.  The Authority had no liabilities recorded related to 
GAS No. 49 at December 31, 2015 or 2014. 

In addition to asset retirement obligations, the Authority has other cost of removal obligations that are 
being collected from customers and accounted for under the provisions of ASC Topic 980.  These cost of 
removal obligations are reflected in deferred inflows of resources in the statements of net position.   

Asset retirement obligations (ARO) amounts included in other noncurrent liabilities and cost of removal 
obligation amounts included in deferred inflows are as follows:    
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  ARO amounts 
Cost of removal 

obligation 
  (In millions) 
Balance ‒ December 31, 2014  $ 52  $ 286 
Depreciation Expense   ‒   11 
Other expense   1   2 
Balance ‒ December 31, 2015  $ 53  $ 299 
     

(f) Long Lived Assets 

The Authority applies GAS No. 42, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Impairment of Capital Assets 
and for Insurance Recoveries, which states that asset impairments are generally recognized only when the 
service utility of an asset is reduced or physically impaired. 

GAS No. 42 states that asset impairment is a significant, unexpected decline in the service utility of a 
capital asset. The service utility of a capital asset is the usable capacity that at acquisition was expected to 
be used to provide service, as distinguished from the level of utilization which is the portion of the usable 
capacity currently being used. Decreases in utilization and existence of or increases in surplus capacity that 
are not associated with a decline in service utility are not considered to be impairments. The Authority did 
not incur any impairments in either 2015 or 2014. 

(g) Cash, Cash Equivalents and Investments 

Cash includes cash and cash equivalents and short-term investments with maturities, when purchased, of 
three months or less. The Authority accounts for investments at their fair value. Fair value is determined 
using quoted market prices. Investment income includes changes in the fair value of these investments. 
Realized and unrealized gains and losses on investments are recognized as investment income in 
accordance with GAS No. 31, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Certain Investments and for 
External Investment Pools. 

(h) Derivative Instruments 

The Authority uses financial derivative instruments to manage the impact of interest rate, energy and 
capacity price and fuel cost changes on its earnings and cash flows. The Authority recognizes the fair value 
of all financial derivative instruments as either an asset or liability on its statements of net position with the 
offsetting gains or losses recognized in earnings or deferred charges. The Authority applies GAS No. 53, 
Accounting and Financial Reporting for Derivative Instruments, which establishes accounting and 
reporting requirements for derivative instruments (see note 8 “Risk Management and Hedging Activities” 
of the notes to the financial statements). 

(i) Accounts Receivable 

Accounts receivable are classified as current assets and are reported net of an allowance for uncollectible 
amounts. 

(j) Materials and Supply Inventory 

Material and supplies are valued at weighted average cost and are charged to expense during the period in 
which the material or supplies are used. 
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(k) Debt Refinancing Charges 

Debt refinancing charges, representing the difference between the reacquisition price and the net carrying 
value of the debt refinanced, are amortized using the interest method over the life of the new debt or the 
old debt, whichever is shorter, in accordance with GAS No. 23, Accounting and Financial Reporting for 
Refundings of Debt Reported by Proprietary Activities.   

 
(l) Other Long- Term Assets   

Other long-term assets at December 31, 2015 and 2014 consist of the following: 

_____________________________________ 
(a) Regulatory assets reflect previously incurred costs that are expected to be recovered from customers 

through the ratemaking process. 

(b) Energy efficiency program costs will be recovered from certain customers through the terms of 
contracts. 

(m) Compensated Absences 

The Authority accrues the cost of unused sick leave which is payable upon the retirement of its employees.  
The Authority has accrued $32 million and $33 million at December 31, 2015 and 2014 in other non-
current liabilities on the statements of net position.  The current year’s cost is accounted for as a current 
operating expense in the statements of revenues, expenses, and changes in net position.  

(n) Net Position 

Net Position represents the difference between assets plus deferred outflows and liabilities plus deferred 
inflows and is classified into three components: 

a. Net investment in capital assets – This consists of capital assets, net of depreciation reduced by 
related outstanding debt and accounts. This indicates that these assets are not accessible for other 
purposes. 

b. Restricted – This represents restricted assets reduced by related liabilities and deferred inflows of 
resources that are not accessible for general use because their use is subject to restrictions 
enforceable by third parties. 

 December 31,
 2015  2014
 (In millions) 
Other long-term  assets:   
 Regulatory assets (a):   
 Recoverable electricity supply market costs $ 232  $ 183
 Risk management activities 19   20
 Other regulatory assets 29   32
 Total regulatory assets  280   235 

Energy efficiency program costs (b) 302   215
Other long-term receivables 234   245
Transmission line interconnection costs 288   233
Other 92   103
Total other long-term assets $ 1,196  $ 1,031
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c. Unrestricted – This represents the net amount of assets, deferred outflows of resources, liabilities 
and deferred inflows of resources that are not included in the components noted above and that are 
available for general use. 

(o) New York Independent System Operator (NYISO) 

The Authority is a member and a customer of the New York Independent System Operator (NYISO).  The 
NYISO schedules the use of the bulk transmission system in the State, which normally includes all the 
Authority’s transmission facilities, and collects ancillary services, losses and congestion fees from 
customers.  In addition, the Authority dispatches power from its generating facilities in conjunction with 
the NYISO. The NYISO coordinates the reliable dispatch of power and operates a market for the sale of 
electricity and ancillary services within the State.  

Based upon the Authority’s scheduled customer power needs and available electricity generated by the 
Authority’s operating assets, the Authority buys and sells energy in an electricity market operated by the 
NYISO. A significant amount of the Authority’s energy and capacity revenues result from sales of the 
Authority’s generation into the NYISO market.  A significant amount of the Authority’s operating 
expenses consist of various NYISO purchased power charges in combination with generation related fuel 
expenses.   

(p) Operating Revenues 

The customers served by the Authority and the rates paid by such customers vary with the NYPA facilities 
designated to serve such loads. These customers are served under contracts and tariffs approved by the 
Trustees. 

The principal operating revenues are generated from the sale, transmission, and wheeling of power. 
Revenues are recorded when power is delivered or service is provided. Customers’ meters are read, and 
bills are rendered, monthly. Wheeling charges are for costs the Authority incurred for the transmission 
and/or delivery of power and energy to customers over transmission lines owned by other utilities. Sales to 
the Authority’s five (5) largest customers operating in the State accounted for approximately 47% and 48% 
of the Authority’s operating revenues in 2015 and 2014, respectively. 

In addition to contractual sales to customers, the Authority also sells power into an electricity market 
operated by the NYISO.  These sales are affected by market prices and are not subject to rate regulation by 
the Authority’s Board of Trustees or other regulatory bodies.  Accordingly, the Authority does not apply 
the provisions of ASC Topic 980 to these transactions. 

(q) Operating Expenses   

The Authority’s operating expenses include fuel, operations and maintenance, depreciation, purchased 
power costs, and other expenses related to the sale of power. Energy costs are charged to expense as 
incurred. 

Purchased power costs include capacity, energy and ancillary service purchases made in the wholesale 
market on behalf of its customers (except for those made through previously approved purchased power 
agreements).  Wheeling expenses are based on contractual and/or tariff rates of the service provider and 
are recovered through pass-through provisions in customer contracts. 
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(r) Pension Plans  

Effective January 1, 2015, the Authority adopted GASB Statement No. 68, Accounting and Financial 
Reporting for Pensions, which requires governments that provide defined benefit pension plans, to 
recognize their long term obligation for pension benefits as a liability.  Statement No.68 also establishes 
new note disclosures and required supplementary information.  Also effective January 1, 2015, the 
Authority adopted, GASB Statement No. 71, Pension Transition for Contributions Made Subsequent to 
the Measurement Date, which addresses the transition provisions of Statement No. 68.  

The Authority is a cost-sharing employer that participates in the New York State and Local Employees’ 
Retirement System (NYSLERS), which is a cost-sharing multiple-employer plan in which the 
participating government employers pool their assets and their obligations to provide defined benefit 
pensions. The plan assets of this type of plan can be used to pay the pensions of the retirees of any 
participating employer.  The amounts reported by the Authority for its proportionate share of the net 
pension liability, pension expense and deferred outflows and deferred inflows have been provided by the 
New York State and Local Employees’ Retirement System to employers participating in the NYSLERS 
in accordance with Statement No. 68, and have been determined on the same basis as reported by the 
NYSLERS. 

See Note 9 “Pension Plans, Other Postemployment Benefits, Deferred Compensation and Savings” of the 
notes to the financial statements. 

(s) New Accounting Pronouncements 

In February 2015, the GASB issued Statement of Governmental Accounting Standards No. 72 (Statement 
No. 72), Fair Value Measurement and Application, which primarily clarifies and expands on GASB 
Statement No. 31, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Certain Investments and for External 
Investment Pools and Statement No. 53, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Derivative Instruments.  
Statement No. 72 is effective for fiscal years beginning after June 15, 2015.  Statement No. 72 provides 
guidance for determining a fair value measurement for financial reporting purposes.  Statement No. 72 also 
provides guidance for applying fair value to certain investments and disclosures related to all fair value 
measurements and the standard establishes a 3-level hierarchy of fair value that is disclosed in the 
footnotes, based on the presence or absence of observable market inputs.  

In June 2015, GASB issued Statement No. 75, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Postemployment 
Benefits Other Than Pensions, which is effective for fiscal years beginning after June 15, 2017. This 
statement requires governments that provide other postemployment benefits (OPEB) to their employees to 
recognize their unfunded accrued other postemployment benefits (OPEB) obligation on the face of their 
financial statements. 

The Authority is evaluating the impact on its financial statements of Statement No. 72, and Statement No. 
75. 

(3) Bond Resolution  

On February 24, 1998, the Authority adopted its “General Resolution Authorizing Revenue Obligations” (as 
amended and supplemented up to the present time, the Bond Resolution). The Bond Resolution covers all of the 
Authority’s projects, which it defines as any project, facility, system, equipment or material related to or 
necessary or desirable in connection with the generation, production, transportation, transmission, distribution, 
delivery, storage, conservation, purchase or use of energy or fuel, whether owned jointly or singly by the 
Authority, including any output in which the Authority has an interest authorized by the Act or by other 
applicable State statutory provisions, provided, however, that the term “Project” shall not include any Separately 
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Financed Project as that term is defined in the Bond Resolution. The Authority has covenanted with 
bondholders under the Bond Resolution that at all times the Authority shall maintain rates, fees or charges, and 
any contracts entered into by the Authority for the sale, transmission, or distribution of power shall contain 
rates, fees or charges sufficient together with other monies available therefor (including the anticipated receipt 
of proceeds of sale of Obligations, as defined in the Bond Resolution, issued under the Bond Resolution or other 
bonds, notes or other obligations or evidences of indebtedness of the Authority that will be used to pay the 
principal of Obligations issued under the Bond Resolution in anticipation of such receipt, but not including any 
anticipated or actual proceeds from the sale of any Project), to meet the financial requirements of the Bond 
Resolution. Revenues of the Authority (after deductions for operating expenses and reserves, including reserves 
for working capital, operating expenses or compliance purposes) are applied first to the payment of, or 
accumulation as a reserve for payment of, interest on and the principal or redemption price of Obligations issued 
under the Bond Resolution and the payment of Parity Debt issued under the Bond Resolution. 

The Bond Resolution also provides for withdrawal for any lawful corporate purpose as determined by the 
Authority, including but not limited to the retirement of Obligations issued under the Bond Resolution, from 
amounts in the Operating Fund in excess of the operating expenses, debt service on Obligations and Parity Debt 
issued under the Bond Resolution, and subordinated debt service requirements.  

(4) Cash and Investments 

Investment of the Authority’s funds is administered in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Bond 
Resolution and with the Authority’s investment guidelines. These guidelines comply with the New York State 
Comptroller’s investment guidelines for public authorities and were adopted pursuant to Section 2925 of the 
New York Public Authorities Law. 

(a) Credit Risk 

The Authority’s investments are restricted to (a) collateralized certificates of deposit, (b) direct obligations 
of or obligations guaranteed by the United States of America or the State of New York, (c) obligations 
issued or guaranteed by certain specified federal agencies and any agency controlled by or supervised by 
and acting as an instrumentality of the United States government, and (d) obligations of any state or any 
political subdivision thereof or any agency, instrumentality or local government unit of any such state or 
political subdivision which is rated in any of the three highest long-term rating categories, or the highest 
short-term rating category, by nationally recognized rating agencies. The Authority’s investments in the 
debt securities of Federal National Mortgage Association (FNMA), Federal Home Loan Bank (FHLB), 
Federal Farm Credit Bank (FFCB) and Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corp. (FHLMC) were rated Aaa by 
Moody’s Investors Services (Moody’s), AAA by Fitch Ratings (Fitch) and AA+ by Standard & Poor’s 
(S&P).  

(b) Interest Rate Risk 

Securities that are the subject of repurchase agreements must have a market value at least equal to the cost 
of the investment.  The agreements are limited to a maximum fixed term of five business days and may not 
exceed the greater of 5% of the investment portfolio or $100 million. The Authority has no other policies 
limiting investment maturities. 
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(c) Concentration of Credit Risk 

There is no limit on the amount that the Authority may invest in any one issuer; however, investments in 
authorized certificates of deposit shall not exceed 25% of the Authority’s invested funds. At December 31, 
2015, the Authority’s total investment portfolio of $2,886 million included investments of $463 million 
(16%), $330 million (11%), $308 million (11%) and $90 million (3%) and $67 million (2%) in securities 
of FNMA, FHLMC, FHLB and FFCB and other various municipal debt securities, respectively.  

At December 31, 2014, the Authority’s total investment portfolio of $2,877 million included investments 
of $515 million (18%), $352 million (12%), $233 million (8%) and $69 million (2%) and $87 million (3%) 
in securities of FNMA, FHLMC, FHLB and FFCB and other various municipal debt securities, 
respectively. 

(d) Decommissioning Fund  

The Decommissioning Trust Fund is managed by external investment portfolio managers. Under the 
Decommissioning Agreements (see note 11(c) “Nuclear Plant Decommissioning” of notes to the financial 
statements), the Authority will make no further contributions to the Decommissioning Funds. The 
Authority’s decommissioning responsibility will not exceed the amounts in each of the Decommissioning 
Funds. Therefore, the Authority’s obligation is not affected by various risks which include credit risk, 
interest rate risk, and concentration of credit risk. In addition, the Decommissioning Trust Fund is not held 
within the Trust Estate of the Bond Resolution and therefore is administered under separate investment 
guidelines from those of the Authority or New York State. 

(e) Other   

All investments are held by designated custodians in the name of the Authority.  At December 31, 2015 
and 2014, the Authority had $50 million and $70 million of investments in repurchase agreements, 
respectively.  The bank balances at December 31, 2015 and 2014 were $50 million and $34 million, 
respectively, of which $49 million and $33 million, respectively, were uninsured, but were collateralized 
by assets held by the bank in the name of the Authority. 
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Cash and Investments of the Authority at December 31, 2015 and 2014 are as follows: 

 

Petroleum Overcharge Restitution (POCR) Funds and Clean Air for Schools (CAS) Projects Funds – 
Legislation enacted into State law from 1995 to 2002, 2007 and 2008 authorized the Authority to utilize 
petroleum overcharge restitution (POCR) funds and other State funds (Other State Funds), to be made 
available to the Authority by the State pursuant to the legislation, for a variety of energy-related purposes, 
with certain funding limitations. The legislation also states that the Authority “shall transfer” equivalent 
amounts of money to the State prior to dates specified in the legislation. The use of POCR funds is 
subject to comprehensive Federal regulations and judicial orders, including restrictions on the type of 
projects that can be financed with POCR funds, the use of funds recovered from such projects and the use 
of interest and income generated by such funds and projects. Pursuant to the legislation, the Authority is 
utilizing POCR funds and the Other State Funds to implement various energy services programs that have 
received all necessary approvals. 

Restricted
WNYEDF, ART

Decommiss- POCR, note
Total ioning projects debt Capital

December 31, 2015 Total restrictedTrust Fund and other reserve fund Unrestricted
(In millions)

Cash and investments:
Cash and cash equivalents $ 92  19  —  19  —  6  67  

U.S. government:
Treasury Notes 105  —  —  —  —  —  105  
GNMA 1  —  —  —  —  —  1  

106  —  —  —  —  —  106  

Other debt securities:
FNMA 463  17  —  2  15  —  446  
FHLMC 330  5  —  —  5  —  325  
FHLB 308  43  —  43  —  28  237  
FFCB 90  —  —  —  —  —  90  
All other 67  —  —  —  —  1  66  

1,258  65  —  45  20  29  1,164  

Portfolio Manager 1,430  1,430  1,430  —  —  —  —  

Total investments 2,794  1,495  1,430  45  20  29  1,270  

Total cash and investments $ 2,886  1,514  1,430  64  20  35  1,337  

Summary of maturities (years):
0 – 1 $ 495  70  —  64  6  34  391  
1 – 5 959  14  —  —  14  —  945  
5 – 10 —  —  —  —  —  —  —  
10+ 2  —  —  —  —  1  1  
Portfolio manager 1,430  1,430  1,430  —  —  —  —  

$ 2,886  1,514  1,430  64  20  35  1,337  
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The disbursements of the POCR funds and the Other State Funds to the Authority, and the Authority’s 
transfers to the State totaling $60.9 million, took place from 1996 to 2009. The POCR funds are included 
in restricted funds in the statements of net position. The funds are held in a separate escrow account until 
they are utilized. 

The New York State Clean Water/Clean Air Bond Act of 1996 made available $125 million for Clean Air 
for Schools Projects (CAS Projects) for elementary, middle and secondary schools, with the Authority 
authorized to undertake implementation of the CAS Projects program. The CAS Projects are designed to 
improve air quality for schools and include, but are not limited to, projects that replace coal-fired furnaces 
and heating systems with furnaces and systems fueled with oil or gas. As of December 31, 2015, the 
Authority has completed the CAS Projects program.

As of December 31, 2015, restricted funds include the POCR fund ($10 million), the Lower Manhattan 
Energy Independence Initiative fund ($6 million) and the Fish & Wildlife Habitat Enhancement fund 
related to the Niagara relicensing costs ($13 million), the Western New York Economic Development 
Fund ($29 million) – see note 12(a) “Recharge New York Power Program” – and other ($6 million).   

Restricted
WNYEDF,

POCR, ART
Decommiss- CAS note

Total ioning projects debt Capital
December 31, 2014 Total restricted Trust Fund and other reserve fund Unrestricted

(In millions)

Cash and investments:
Cash and cash equivalents $ 97  18  —  18  —  1  78  

U.S. government:
Treasury Notes 105  —  —  —  —  —  105  
GNMA 4  —  —  —  —  —  4  

109  —  —  —  —  —  109  

Other debt securities:
FNMA 515  34  —  19  15  12  469  
FHLMC 352  —  —  —  —  16  336  
FHLB 233  33  —  33  —  5  195  
FFCB 69  —  —  —  —  —  69  
All other 87  4  —  —  4  3  80  

1,256  71  —  52  19  36  1,149  

Portfolio Manager 1,415  1,415  1,415  —  —  —  —  

Total investments 2,780  1,486  1,415  52  19  36  1,258  

Total cash and investments $ 2,877  1,504  1,415  70  19  37  1,336  

Summary of maturities (years):
0 – 1 $ 409  74  —  70  4  34  301  
1 – 5 1,030  15  —  —  15  —  1,015  
5 – 10 15  —  —  —  —  —  15  
10+ 8  —  —  —  —  3  5  
Portfolio manager 1,415  1,415  1,415  —  —  —  —  

$ 2,877  1,504  1,415  70  19  37  1,336  
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As of December 31, 2014, restricted funds include the POCR fund ($11 million), the CAS Projects fund 
($2 million), the Lower Manhattan Energy Independence Initiative fund ($6 million) and the Fish & 
Wildlife Habitat Enhancement fund related to the Niagara relicensing costs ($14 million), the Western 
New York Economic Development Fund ($33 million) – see note 12(a) “Recharge New York Power 
Program” – and other ($4 million). 

(5) Capital Assets  

The following schedule summarizes the capital assets activity of the Authority for the year ended December 31, 
2015. 

 

Beginning Retirements/ Ending
balance Additions Transfers balance

(In millions)

Capital assets, not being
depreciated:

Land $ 160  —  —  160  
Construction in progress 261  275  (108) 428  

Total capital
assets not being
depreciated 421  275  (108) 588  

Capital assets, being
depreciated:

Production – Hydro 1,963  40  (3) 2,000  
Production – Gas

turbine/combined cycle 2,420  7  —  2,427  
Transmission 1,985  17  —  2,002  
General 1,204  42  (1) 1,245  

Total capital
assets being
depreciated 7,572  106  (4) 7,674  

Less accumulated
depreciation for:

Production – Hydro 740  33  (3) 770  
Production – Gas

turbine/combined cycle 881  103  —  984  
Transmission 1,139  47  —  1,186  
General 502  43  (1) 544  

Total accumulated
depreciation 3,262  226  (4) 3,484  

Net value of capital
assets, being
depreciated 4,310  (120) —  4,190  

Net value of all
capital assets $ 4,731  155  (108) 4,778  
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The following schedule summarizes the capital assets activity of the Authority for the year ended December 31, 
2014. 

 

 
 

 

Beginning Retirements/ Ending
balance Additions Transfers balance

(In millions)

Capital assets, not being
depreciated:

Land $ 160  —  —  160  
Construction in progress 219  158  (116) 261  

Total capital
assets not being
depreciated 379  158  (116) 421  

Capital assets, being
depreciated:

Production – Hydro 1,898  68  (3) 1,963  
Production – Gas

turbine/combined cycle 2,419  1  —  2,420  
Transmission 1,962  23  —  1,985  
General 1,156  52  (4) 1,204  

Total capital
assets being
depreciated 7,435  144  (7) 7,572  

Less accumulated
depreciation for:

Production – Hydro 710  33  (3) 740  
Production – Gas

turbine/combined cycle 778  103  —  881  
Transmission 1,089  50  —  1,139  
General 466  40  (4) 502  

Total accumulated
depreciation 3,043  226  (7) 3,262  

Net value of capital
assets, being
depreciated 4,392  (82) —  4,310  

Net value of all
capital assets $ 4,771  76  (116) 4,731  
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(6) Long-Term Debt    

(a) Components 

Earliest
redemption

date
Amount prior to

2015 2014 Interest rate Maturity maturity
(In millions)

Senior debt:
Revenue Bonds (Tax-Exempt):

Series 2006 A Revenue
Bonds:

Serial Bonds $ —  $ 88  N/A N/A N/A
Series 2007 A Revenue

Bonds:
Term Bonds 82  82  4.5% to 5.0% 11/15/2047 ** 11/15/2017

Series 2007 C Revenue
Bonds:

Serial Bonds 208  237  4.0% to 5.0% 11/15/2016 to 2021 11/15/2017
Series 2011 A Revenue

Bonds:
Serial Bonds 63  65  3.0% to 5.0% 11/15/2016 to 2031 * 11/15/2021
Term Bonds 39  39  4.0% to 5.0% 11/15/2038 ** 11/15/2021

Series 2015 A Revenue
Bonds:

Serial Bonds 69  —  2.0% to 5.0% 11/15/2016 to 2020 N/A
Revenue Bonds (Taxable):

Series 2003 A Revenue
Bonds:

Term Bonds 174  180  5.230% to 5.749% 11/15/2018 to 2033 ** Any date
Series 2007 B Revenue

Bonds:
Serial Bonds 8  11  5.553% to 5.603% 11/15/2016 to 2017 Any date
Term Bonds 239  239  5.905% to 5.985% 11/15/2037 and 2043 ** Any date

882  941  
Plus unamortized

premium and discount 24  22  
Less deferred

refinancing costs 6  8  

900  955  
Less due in one year 55  53  

$ 845  $ 902  

* $26.4 million due 2022 is non-callable.
** Bonds are subject to sinking fund provisions.
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Interest on Series 2003 A and 2007 B Revenue Bonds and Subordinated Notes, Series 2012 is not 
excluded from gross income for bondholders’ Federal income tax purposes. 

 

Earliest
redemption

date
Amount prior to

2015 2014 Interest rate Maturity maturity
(In millions)

Adjustable Rate Tender
Notes:

2016 Notes $ 11  $ 21  0.14% 3/1/2016 ** Any adjustment
date

2020 Notes 75  75  0.14% 3/1/2020 Same as above

86  96  

Less due in one year 86  10  

—  86  

Subordinate debt:
Subordinated Notes, Series 2012 22  24  1.11% to 4.05% 2016 to 2037 N/A
Commercial Paper:

EMCP (Series 1) 44  53  0.08% 2021    
CP (Series 2) —  17  

66  94  

Less due within one year 40  27  

26  67  

Total Long-term debt 1,052  1,145  
Less due within one year 181  90  

Long-term debt,
net of due in
one year $ 871  $ 1,055  

** Notes are subject to sinking fund provisions.
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Senior Debt 

In September 2015, the Authority’s Trustees authorized the issuance of up to $80 million of additional 
revenue bonds for the purpose of refunding certain revenue bonds.  In November 2015, the Authority 
issued $69 million of Series 2015 A Revenue Bonds (2015 Bonds). The proceeds from the issuance of the 
2015 Bonds and cash-on-hand were used to: (i) refund $74.59 million of the Authority’s Series 2006 A 
Revenue Bonds; and (ii) pay the cost of issuance of the Series 2015 Bonds. 

As indicated in note 3 of notes to the financial statements, “Bond Resolution,” the Authority has pledged 
future revenues to service the Obligations and Parity Debt (Senior Debt) issued under the Bond 
Resolution.  The total principal and interest remaining to be paid on the Senior Debt is $1.570 billion as 
of December 31, 2015. Principal and interest paid for 2015 and operating income plus depreciation were 
$185 million and $532 million, respectively. Principal and interest paid for 2014 and operating income 
plus depreciation were $113 million and $642 million, respectively. 

Senior revenue bonds are subject to redemption prior to maturity in whole or in part as provided in the 
supplemental resolutions authorizing the issuance of each series of bonds, beginning for each series on 
the date indicated in the table above, at principal amount or at various redemption prices according to the 
date of redemption, together with accrued interest to the redemption date. 

The Adjustable Rate Tender Notes (ART Notes) may be tendered to the Authority by the holders on any 
adjustment date. The rate adjustment dates are March 1 and September 1. The Authority had a revolving 
credit agreement (Agreement) with The Bank of Nova Scotia, to provide a supporting line of credit for 
the purpose of repaying, redeeming or purchasing the ART Notes, which terminated on September 1, 
2015.  In 2015, the Authority’s Trustees approved the redemption of the outstanding ART Notes, on an 
accelerated basis in the first quarter of 2016, which were scheduled to reset at March 1, 2016.  In 
accordance with the ART Note Resolution, a Note Debt Service Reserve account has been established in 
the amount of $20 million. See note 8 of notes to the financial statements for the Authority’s risk 
management program relating to interest rates. 

At December 31, 2015 and 2014, the current market value of the senior debt was approximately $1.088 
billion and $1.187 billion, respectively. Market values were obtained from a third party that utilized a 
matrix-pricing model. 
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Subordinate Debt: 

Subordinate Notes – In November 2012, the Authority’s Trustees authorized the issuance of 
Subordinated Notes, Series 2012 (Subordinated Notes), in a principal amount not to exceed $30 million 
for the purpose of accelerating the funding for the State Parks Greenway Fund, which was established 
pursuant to the Niagara Relicensing Settlement entered into by the Authority and the New York State 
Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation.  The Authority issued the Subordinated Notes on 
December 18, 2012 in the amount of $25 million. These Subordinated Notes are subordinate to the 
Series 2003 A Revenue Bonds, the Series 2007 A, B, and C Revenue Bonds, the Series 2011 A Revenue 
Bonds, the Series 2015 A Revenue Bonds and the Adjustable Rate Tender Notes. 

Commercial Paper – Under the Extendible Municipal Commercial Paper (EMCP) Note 
Resolution, adopted December 17, 2002, and as subsequently amended and restated, the Authority may 
issue a series of notes, designated EMCP Notes, Series 1, maturing not more than 270 days from the date 
of issue, up to a maximum amount outstanding at any time of $200 million (EMCP Notes).  It is the 
Authority’s intent to remarket the EMCP Notes as they mature with their ultimate retirement in 2021. The 
Authority has the option to extend the maturity of the EMCP Notes and would exercise such right in the 
event there is a failed remarketing. This option serves as a substitute for a liquidity facility for the EMCP 
Notes.   

Under the Commercial Paper Note Resolution adopted June 28, 1994, as subsequently amended and 
restated, the Authority may issue from time to time a separate series of notes maturing not more than 
270 days from the date of issue, up to a maximum amount outstanding at any time of $400 million 
(Series 1 CP Notes), $450 million (Series 2 CP Notes), $350 million (Series 3 CP Notes) and $220 
million (Series 4 CP Notes).  See note 7 of the notes to the financial statements for Series 1, and certain 
Series 2 and Series 3 CP Notes designated as short-term debt.  There were no Series 4 CP Notes 
outstanding at December 31, 2015.  

The proceeds of certain Series 2 Commercial Paper Notes (CP Notes) were used to refund General 
Purpose Bonds and the proceeds of the EMCP Notes were used to refund Series 2 and 3 CP Notes.  CP 
Notes and EMCP Notes have been used, and may in the future be used, for other corporate purposes. It is 
the Authority’s intention to renew the EMCP Notes as they mature.  

The Authority has a line of credit under a 2015 revolving credit agreement, (the 2015 RCA) with a 
syndicate of banks, to provide liquidity support for the Series 1-3 CP Notes, under which the Authority 
may borrow up to $600 million in aggregate principal amount outstanding at any time for certain 
purposes, including the repayment of the Series 1–3 CP Notes.  The 2015 RCA terminates January 15, 
2017, unless mutually extended by the banks and the Authority.  The 2015 RCA succeeded the 2011 
revolving credit agreement (2011 RCA) which expired January 20, 2015.  There are no outstanding 
borrowings under the 2015 RCA or the 2011 RCA. 

CP Notes and EMCP Notes are subordinate to the Series 2003 A Revenue Bonds, the Series 2007 A, B, 
and C Revenue Bonds, the Series 2011 A Revenue Bonds, the Series 2015 A Revenue Bonds and the 
Adjustable Rate Tender Notes. 

Interest on the CP (Series 3) is taxable to holders for Federal income tax purposes. 

The interest rate used to calculate future interest expense on variable rate debt is the interest rate at 
December 31, 2015. 
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(b) Terms by Which Interest Rates Change for Variable Rate Debt 

Adjustable Rate Tender Notes 

In accordance with the Adjustable Rate Tender Note Resolution adopted April 30, 1985, as amended up 
to the present time (Note Resolution), the Authority may designate a rate period of different duration, 
effective on any rate adjustment date. The Authority and the remarketing agent appointed under the Note 
Resolution determine the rate for each rate period which, in the agent’s opinion, is the minimum rate 
necessary to remarket the notes at par. 

CP Notes and EMCP Notes (Long-Term Portion) 

The Authority determines the rate for each rate period which is the minimum rate necessary to remarket 
the notes at par in the Dealer’s opinion. If the Authority exercises its option to extend the maturity of the 
EMCP Notes, the reset rate will be the higher of (SIFMA + E) or F, where SIFMA is the Securities 
Industry and Financial Markets Association Municipal Swap Index, which is calculated weekly, and 
where “E” and “F” are fixed percentage rates expressed in basis points (each basis point being 1/100 of 
one percent) and yields, respectively, that are determined based on the Authority’s debt ratings subject to 
a cap rate of 12%.  As of December 31, 2015, the reset rate would have been 7.0%. 

  

Maturities and Interest Expense: Long-Term Debt    Capitalized Lease Obligations
                          (In millions)     
Principal Interest Total Principal Interest Total

Year:
2016 $ 181   47   228   $ 20   94   114   
2017 58   45   103   25   93   118   
2018 61   42   103   31   90   121   
2019 64   39   103   37   88   125   
2020 67   36   103   293   380   673   
2021  – 2025 150   142   292   550   216   766   
2026 – 2030 115   113   228   233   15   248   
2031  – 2035 127   76   203   —    —    —    
2036 – 2040 83   47   130   —    —    —    
2044 – 2045 87   24   111   —    —    —    
2046 – 2050 41   3   44   —    —    —    

1,034   614   1,648   1,189   976   2,165   

Plus unamortized bond premium 24   —    24   —    —    —    
Less deferred refinancing cost 6   —    6   —    —    —    

$ 1,052   614   1,666   $ 1,189   976   2,165   

    (In millions)



70 71 NYPA Annual Report 2015 NYPA Annual Report 2015  

NEW YORK POWER AUTHORITY 
Notes to the Financial Statements 

December 31, 2015 and 2014 

70 

 

(c) Changes in Noncurrent Liabilities   

Changes in the Authority’s noncurrent liabilities for the year ended December 31, 2015 are comprised of 
the following: 

Maturities/
Beginning refundings Ending Due within

balance Additions and other balance one year
(In millions)

Senior debt:
Revenue bonds $ 941  69  128  882  55  
Adjustable rate tender notes 96  —  10  86  86  

Subtotal 1,037  69  138  968  141  

Subordinate debt:
Subordinated Notes, Series 2012 24  —  2  22  1  
Commercial paper 70  —  26  44  39  

Subtotal 94  —  28  66  40  

Net unamortized discounts/
premiums and deferred
losses 14  7  3  18  —  

Total debt, net of
unamortized
discounts/
premiums/
deferred
losses $ 1,145  76  169  1,052  181  

Other noncurrent liabilities:
Capitalized lease obligation $ 1,189  —  20  1,169  20  
Nuclear decommissioning 1,415  15  —  1,430  —  
Disposal of nuclear fuel 217  —  —  217  —  
Relicensing 279  20  29  270  —  
Other 165  30  42  153  —  

Total other
noncurrent
liabilities $ 3,265  65  91  3,239  20  
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Changes in the Authority’s long-term liabilities for the year ended December 31, 2014 are comprised of 
the following: 

Maturities/
Beginning refundings Ending Due within

balance Additions and other balance one year
(In millions)

Senior debt:
Revenue bonds $ 992  —  51  941  53  
Adjustable rate tender notes 106  —  10  96  10  

Subtotal 1,098  —  61  1,037  63  

Subordinate debt:
Subordinated Notes, Series 2012 24  —  —  24  1  
Commercial paper 102  —  32  70  26  

Subtotal 126  —  32  94  27  

Net unamortized discounts/
premiums and deferred
losses 17  —  3  14  —  

Total debt, net of
unamortized
discounts/
premiums/
deferred
losses $ 1,241  —  96  1,145  90  

Other noncurrent liabilities:
Capitalized lease obligation $ 1,205  —  16  1,189  16  
Nuclear decommissioning 1,300  115  —  1,415  —  
Disposal of nuclear fuel 216  1  —  217  —  
Relicensing 277  45  43  279  —  
Other 174  37  46  165  —  

Total other
noncurrent
liabilities $ 3,172  198  105  3,265  16  
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(7) Short-Term Debt   

CP Notes (short-term portion) outstanding was as follows: 

       

(a) Availability includes long-term CP Notes (Series 2) of $17 million outstanding at December 31, 2014 (see 
note 6 of notes to the financial statements). 

 
Under the Commercial Paper Note Resolution adopted June 28, 1994, as subsequently amended and restated, 
the Authority may issue from time to time a separate series of notes maturing not more than 270 days from the 
date of issue, up to a maximum amount outstanding at any time of $400 million (Series 1 CP Notes), $450 
million (Series 2 CP Notes), $350 million (Series 3 CP Notes) and $220 million (Series 4 CP Notes). See note 6 
“Long-term Debt – Subordinated Debt–Commercial Paper” of notes to the financial statements for Series 2 CP 
Notes designated as long-term debt. It had been and shall be the intent of the Authority to use the proceeds of 
the Series 1 CP Notes and certain Series 2 and Series 3 CP Notes to finance the Authority’s current and future 
energy efficiency programs and for other corporate purposes. 

The changes in short-term debt are as follows: 

Beginning Ending
balance Increases Decreases balance

Year:
2015 $ 466   142   80   528   
2014 $ 452   138   124   466   

(In millions)

 

(8) Risk Management and Hedging Activities   

Overview 

The Authority purchases insurance coverage for its operations, and in certain instances, is self-insured. Property 
insurance protects the various real and personal property owned by the Authority and the property of others 
while in the care, custody and control of the Authority for which the Authority may be held liable. Liability 
insurance protects the Authority from third-party liability related to its operations, including general liability, 
automobile, aircraft, marine and various bonds. Insured losses by the Authority did not exceed coverage for any 
of the four preceding fiscal years. The Authority self-insures a certain amount of its general liability coverage 
and the physical damage claims for its owned and leased vehicles. The Authority is also self-insured for 
portions of its medical, dental and workers’ compensation insurance programs. The Authority pursues 
subrogation claims as appropriate against any entities that cause damage to its property.  

 

December 31,
2015 2014

Availability Outstanding Availability Outstanding
(In millions)

CP Notes (Series 1) $ 60    $ 340   $ 92    $ 308   
CP Notes (Series 2) (a) 276    174   290    143   
CP Notes (Series 3) 336    14   335    15   
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Another aspect of the Authority’s risk management program is to manage risk and related volatility on its 
earnings and cash flows associated with electric energy prices, fuel prices, electric capacity prices and interest 
rates.  Through its participation in the NYISO and other commodity markets, the Authority is subject to electric 
energy price, fuel price and electric capacity price risks that impact the revenue and purchased power streams of 
its facilities and customer market areas.  Such volatility can potentially have adverse effects on the Authority’s 
financial condition.  To mitigate potential adverse effects and to moderate cost impacts to its customers (many 
of the Authority’s customer contracts provide for the complete or partial pass-through of these costs), the 
Authority hedges market risks through the use of financial derivative instruments and/or physical forward 
contracts.  Hedges are transacted by the Authority to mitigate volatility in the cost of energy or related products 
needed to meet customer needs; to mitigate risk related to the price of energy and related products sold by the 
Authority; to mitigate risk related to margins (electric sales versus fuel use) where the Authority owns 
generation or other capacity; and mitigation of geographic cost differentials of energy procured or sold for 
transmission or transportation to an ultimate location.  Commodities to be hedged include, but are not limited to, 
natural gas, natural gas basis, electric energy, electric capacity and congestion costs associated with the 
transmission of electricity.  

To achieve the Authority’s risk management program objectives, the Authority’s Trustees have authorized the 
use of various interest rate, energy, and fuel derivative instruments for hedging purposes that are considered 
derivatives under GAS No. 53, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Derivative Instruments (GAS No. 53). 

The fair values of all Authority derivative instruments, as defined by GAS No. 53, are reported in current and 
noncurrent assets or liabilities on the statements of net position as risk management activities. For designated 
hedging derivative instruments, changes in the fair values are deferred and classified as deferred outflows or 
deferred inflows on the statements of net position.  For renewable energy derivative instruments, designated as 
investment derivative instruments, changes in fair value are deferred as regulatory assets or liabilities, as they 
are recoverable from customers by contractual agreements.  The fair value of interest rate swaps take into 
consideration the prevailing interest rate environment and the specific terms and conditions of each swap. The 
fair values were estimated using the zero-coupon discounting method. The fair value for over-the-counter and 
exchange-traded energy, renewable energy natural gas, natural gas transportation and capacity derivative 
instruments are determined by the latest end-of-trading-month forward prices over the lifetime of each 
outstanding derivative instrument using the prices published by Platts or internal pricing models or derived from 
pricing models for option and/or option-based derivative instruments using the underlying price, time to expiry 
and observed volatilities based upon Platts published prices and other variables. 
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Derivative Instruments 

The following table shows the fair value of outstanding derivative instruments for 2015 and 2014: 

Fair value Net Fair value Financial statement Notional
balance change in balance Type of classification for amount

Derivative instrument December 31, fair December 31, hedge or changes in December 31,
2014 value 2015 transaction fair value 2015 Volume

Interest rate swaps $ (5) $ 2  $ (3) Investment Regulatory Asset 86.0  USD
Energy/Electric:

Swaps 2  8  10  Cash Flow Deferred inflow (3,849,855) MWh
Swaps (10) 1  (9) Cash Flow Deferred outflow 505,425 MWh

Renewable energy swaps (20) 4  (16) Investment Regulatory Asset 363,762  MWh
Energy capacity futures 5  (6) (1) Cash Flow Deferred outflow (17,070,000) KWm
Fuel futures/swaps (9) 9  —  Cash Flow Deferred outflow —  MMBtu

Totals $ (37) $ 18  $ (19) 

description
($ in millions)

 
Interest rate swaps – The Authority had outstanding forward interest rate swaps intended to fix rates on 
long-term obligations initially issued to refinance revenue bonds that were required to be tendered in the year 
2002 (the 2002 Swaps). Based upon the terms of these forward interest rate swaps, the Authority would pay 
interest calculated at a fixed rate of 5.123% to the counterparties through February 15, 2015. In return, the 
counterparties would paid interest to the Authority based upon the Securities Industry and Financial Markets 
Association municipal swap index (SIFMA Index) on the established reset dates. The 2002 swaps terminated on 
February 15, 2015. Net settlement payments were $0.1 million and $1.0 million in 2015 and 2014, respectively. 

In addition, the Authority had a forward interest rate swap intended to fix the interest rates on the Authority’s 
Adjustable Rate Tender Notes (ART Notes) for the period September 1, 2006 to September 1, 2016. Based upon 
the terms of the forward interest rate swap, the Authority would pay interest calculated at a fixed rate of 
3.7585% on the outstanding notional amount. In return, the counterparty would pay interest to the Authority 
based upon 67% of the six-month LIBOR established on the reset dates that coincide with the ART Notes 
interest rate reset dates. Net settlement payments were $2.3 and $3.5 million in 2015 and 2014, respectively.  In 
2015, the Authority’s Trustees approved the redemption of the outstanding ART Notes, on an accelerated basis 
in the first quarter of 2016, which were scheduled to reset at the March 1, 2016.  This action by the Authority 
resulted in the related forward interest rate swap becoming ineffective as of December 31, 2015.  At December 
31, 2015, the fair value of the forward interest rate swap was recorded as a regulatory asset since recoverability 
through future revenues is probable. These swaps were terminated on March 1, 2016 with a settlement payment 
of $2.6 million, which included a scheduled payment due March 1 of $1.4 million. 

Energy/Electric swaps – The Authority has outstanding short-term forward energy swaps to manage the cost 
of forecasted purchased power requirements and transmission congestion for certain business customers in 
through 2017.  Net settlement payments were $7.6 million in 2015 and receipts were $3.9 million in 2014.  In 
2014, the Authority had outstanding a medium-term forward energy swap intended to fix its exposure for the 
cost of energy purchases in the NYISO electric market in meeting certain governmental customer load 
requirements through 2014.  Net settlement payments were $19.4 million in 2014. 
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Renewable energy swaps – The Authority has outstanding long-term forward energy swaps and purchase 
agreements based upon a portion of the generation of the counterparties’ wind-farm-power-generating facilities 
through 2017.  The fixed price ranges from $74 to $75 per MWh and includes the purchase of the related 
environmental attributes. The intent of the swaps and purchase agreements is to assist certain customers in 
acquiring and investing in wind power and related environmental attributes to satisfy certain New York State 
mandates to support renewable energy. Net settlement payments were $8.1 million and $4.7 million in 2015 and 
2014, respectively.  The Authority anticipates the recovery of any net settlements through specific contractual 
agreements with customers. 

Energy capacity futures – The Authority has outstanding forward installed capacity futures intended to 
mitigate the volatility of market prices for transaction in the NYISO markets through 2017.  Net settlement 
receipts were $4.8 million in 2015 and payments were $0.5 million in 2014.

Fuel futures/swaps – The Authority has outstanding forward natural gas futures, which had a de minimis fair 
value at December 31, 2015, intended to mitigate the volatility of market prices for fuel to operate certain 
electrical generating facilities in 2015 and 2014 for the benefit of certain of the Authority’s customers.  Net 
settlement receipts were $3.4 million and $15.0 million in 2015 and 2014, respectively. In connection with the 
fuel futures and for the benefit of the Authority’s customers, the Authority has outstanding natural gas 
transportation basis swaps to mitigate the volatility of market prices for pipeline transportation to New York 
City in 2015 and 2014. Net settlements payments were $6.1 million in 2015.

Other – The Authority from time to time enters into certain derivative instruments that may become ineffective 
as hedging instruments due to changes in the hedged item. The change in fair value of such derivative 
instruments is recognized as other nonoperating charges or credits in the statements of revenues, expenses and 
changes in net position.  The fair value of these derivative instruments was insignificant to the Authority’s 2015 
and 2014 financial statements. 

Counterparty Credit Risk 

The Authority’s policy regarding the creditworthiness of counterparties for interest rate derivative instruments is 
defined in the Bond Resolution.  The policy requires that such counterparties be rated in at least the third highest 
rating category for each appropriate rating agency maintaining a rating for qualified swap providers at the time 
the derivative instrument is executed or have a guarantee from another appropriate entity or an opinion from the 
rating agencies that the underlying bonds or notes will not be downgraded on the derivative instrument alone. 
The Authority’s Board of Trustees has adopted a Policy for the Use of Interest Rate Exchange Agreements 
which provides the overall framework for delegation of authority; allowable interest rate hedging instruments; 
counterparty qualifications and diversification as well as reporting standards. 

The Authority also imposes thresholds, based upon agency-published credit ratings, for unsecured credit that 
can be extended to counterparties to the Authority’s commodity derivative transactions.  The thresholds are 
established in bilateral credit support agreements with counterparties and require collateralization of mark-to-
market values in excess of the thresholds.  In addition, the Authority regularly monitors each counterparty’s 
market-implied credit ratings and financial ratios and the Authority can restrict transactions with counterparties 
on the basis of that monitoring, even if the applicable unsecured credit threshold is not exceeded. 

Based upon the fair values as of December 31, 2015, the Authority’s individual or aggregate exposure to 
derivative instrument counterparty credit risk is not significant. 
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Other Considerations 

The Authority from time to time may be exposed to any of the following risks: 

Basis risk – The Authority is exposed to basis risk on its pay-fixed interest rate swaps since it receives 
variable-rate payments on these hedging derivative instruments based upon indexes which differ from the actual 
interest rates the Authority pays on its variable-rate debt.  The Authority remarkets its Notes at rates that 
approximate SIFMA and LIBOR after considering other factors such as the Authority’s creditworthiness. 

The Authority is exposed to other basis risk in a portion of its electrical commodity-based swaps where the 
electrical commodity swap payments received are based upon a reference price in a NYISO Market Zone that 
differs from the Zone in which the hedged electric energy load is forecasted.  If the correlation between these 
Zones’ prices should fall, the Authority may incur costs as a result of the hedging derivative instrument’s 
inability to offset the delivery price of the related energy. 

Rollover risk – Certain electrical commodity-based derivative instruments are based upon projected future 
customer loads or facility operations. Beyond the terms of these derivative instruments (varying from one month 
to 48 months) the Authority is subject to the corresponding market volatilities. 

Termination risk – The Authority or its counterparties may terminate a derivative instrument agreement if the 
either party fails to perform under the terms of the agreement. The risk that such termination may occur at a 
time which may be disadvantageous to the Authority has been mitigated by including certain terms in these 
agreements by which the counterparty has the right to terminate only as a result of certain events, which 
includes a payment default by the Authority; other Authority defaults which remain uncured within a defined 
time-frame after notice; bankruptcy or insolvency of the Authority (or similar events); or a downgrade of the 
Authority’s credit rating below investment grade. If at the time of termination the Authority has a liability 
position, related to its hedging derivative instruments, the Authority would be liable to the counterparty for a 
payment equal to the liability, subject to netting arrangements. 

Market access risk – The Authority remarkets its CP Notes on a continuous basis.  Should the market 
experience a disruption or dislocation, the Authority may be unable to remarket its Notes for a period of time.  
To mitigate this risk, the Authority has entered into liquidity facilities with highly rated banks to provide loans 
to support the CP Note programs.  See note 6 of the notes to the financial statements. 

Dodd Frank Act

On July 21, 2010, President Obama signed into law the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer 
Protection Act (DF Act) which addresses, among other things, interest rate and energy related commodity swap 
transactions of the type in which the Authority engages. The requirements and processes are set forth in 
regulations promulgated by the Commodities Futures Trading Commission (CFTC).  Pursuant to CFTC rules 
thus far, the Authority, as a public entity and electric utility which uses swaps solely to manage its risk, will be 
exempted from posting collateral beyond that of any existing credit support annexes in support of its open over-
the-counter hedge positions.  These CFTC rules are not anticipated to have significant impact on the Authority’s 
liquidity and/or future risk mitigation activities.  CFTC DF Act rules are still being promulgated, and the 
Authority will continue to monitor their potential impact on the Authority’s liquidity and/or future risk 
mitigation activities. 

 

 

NEW YORK POWER AUTHORITY 
Notes to the Financial Statements 

December 31, 2015 and 2014 

77 

(9) Pension Plans  

General Information

The Authority and substantially all of the Authority’s employees participate in the New York State and Local 
Employees’ Retirement System (NYSLERS) and the Public Employees’ Group Life Insurance Plan (the 
Plan).  These are cost-sharing multiple-employer defined benefit retirement plans. 

The NYSLERS uses a tier concept to distinguish membership classes (i.e. tiers 1 through 6) with tier 
membership based on the date an employee joins the System. The ERS is non-contributory for tiers 1 and 2 
employees who joined the NYSLERS on or prior to July 27, 1976. Tiers 3 and 4 employees, who joined 
between July 28, 1976 and December 31, 2009 and have less than ten years of service, contribute 3% of their 
salary. Tier 5 employees who joined the NYSLERS on or after January 1, 2010 contribute 3 % of their salary 
during their entire length of service. Tier 6 employees who joined the NYSLERS on or after April 1, 2013 
contribute 3% of their salary through March 31, 2013 and up to 6% thereafter, based on their annual salary, 
during their entire length of service. Members become vested in the plan after ten years of service and 
generally are eligible to receive benefits at age 55.  The benefit is generally 1.67 percent of final average 
salary (FAS) times the number of years of service, for members who retire with less than 20 years of service, 
and 2 percent of FAS for members who retiree with 20 or more years of service. The NYSLERS provides an 
annual automatic cost of living adjustment to members or surviving spouses based on certain eligibility 
criteria.   

The NYSLERS and the Plan provide retirement benefits as well as death and disability benefits.  Obligations 
of employers and employees to contribute and benefits to employees are governed by the New York State 
Retirement and Social Security Law (NYSRSSL).  As set forth in the NYSRSSL, the Comptroller of the State 
of New York (Comptroller) serves as sole trustee and administrative head of the NYSLERS and the Plan. 
The Comptroller adopts and may amend rules and regulations for the administration and transaction of the 
business of the NYSLERS and the Plan, and for the custody and control of their funds. Under the authority of 
the NYSRSSL, the Comptroller shall certify annually the rates expressed as proportions of payroll of 
members, which shall be used in computing the contributions required to be made by employers.    

The Authority is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The average contribution rate 
relative to payroll for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2015 was 19%. The average contribution rates relative 
to payroll for the fiscal years ending March 31, 2016 and 2017 have been set at approximately 17% and 15%, 
respectively. The required contributions for 2015, 2014 and 2013 were $25 million, $28 million and $29 
million, respectively. The Authority’s contributions to the NYSLERS were equal to 100% of the required 
contributions for each year. 

The NYSLERS and the Plan issue a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and 
required supplementary information.  That report may be obtained by writing to the New York State and 
Local Employees’ Retirement System, 110 State Street, Albany, NY 12244 or may be found on the internet at 
www.osc.state.ny.us/retire/publications/index.php.  

Adoption of GASB Statement No. 68 and No. 71 

The Authority, effective January 1, 2015, adopted Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 
Statement No. 68, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Pensions. Statement No. 68 requires governments, 
that provide defined benefit pension plans to their employees, to recognize their long term obligation for 
pension benefits as a liability and to more comprehensively and comparably measure the annual costs of 
pension benefits. Statement No. 68 also enhances accountability and transparency through revised and new 
note disclosures and required supplemental information. As a result of the implementation of Statement No. 
68, net position as of January 1, 2014 was decreased by $6 million and is reflected as a cumulative effect of 

www.osc.state.ny.us/retire/publications/index.php.

http://www.osc.state.ny.us/retire/publications/index.php
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change in accounting principle in the statements of revenues, expenses and changes in net position.  In 
addition, the Authority recognized approximately $5 million, as deferred outflows and $1 million as deferred 
inflows in the statement of net position at December 31, 2015, related to this implementation (see section 
“Pension Liabilities, Pension Expense, and Deferred Outflows of Resources and Deferred Inflows of 
Resources Related to Pensions”, herein). 

Also, effective January 1, 2015, the Authority adopted GASB Statement No. 71, Pension Transition for 
Contributions Made Subsequent to the Measurement Date, which is applied simultaneously with Statement 
No. 68.  Statement No. 71 addresses the transition provisions of Statement No. 68, relating to amounts 
contributed by state or local government employers to a defined benefit pension plan after the measurement 
date of the government employer’s beginning net pension liability. As a result of the implementation of 
Statement No. 71, the Authority recognized, as deferred outflows in the statement of net position at December 
31, 2015, $25 million of contributions made subsequent to the March 31, 2015 measurement date.  

Pension Liabilities, Pension Expense, and Deferred Outflows of Resources and Deferred 
Inflows of Resources Related to Pensions

At December 31, 2015, the Authority reported a liability of $20 million for its proportionate share of the net 
pension liability. The NYSLERS total pension liability, which was used to calculate the NYSLERS net 
pension liability, was determined by the NYSLERS actuarial valuation as of March 31, 2015 (measurement 
date). The Authority’s proportion of the net pension liability was based on a projection of the Authority’s 
long-term share of contributions to the pension plan relative to the projected contributions of all participating 
employers, actuarially determined. At March 31, 2015, the Authority’s proportion percentage (0.592%) of the 
net pension liability was unchanged from its proportion measured as of March 31, 2014.

For the year ended December 31, 2015, the Authority recognized pension expense of $18 million. At 
December 31, 2015, the Authority reported deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources 
related to pensions from the following sources: 

 
  Deferred Outflows  Deferred Inflows 
  (In millions) 
Difference between expected and actual experience $ 1  $ ‒ 
Net difference between projected and actual 
earnings on investments 

 
 4 

  
 ‒ 

Net difference between employer contributions and 
proportionate share of contributions 

 
 ‒ 

  
 1 

Employer contributions subsequent to the 
measurement date 

 
 25 

  
 ‒ 

  Total  $ 30  $ 1 
 
The $25 million reported as deferred outflows of resources related to pensions resulting from the Authority’s 
contributions subsequent to the measurement date will be recognized as a reduction of the net pension liability 
in the year ended December 31, 2016. The other amounts reported as deferred outflows of resources and 
deferred inflows of resources related to pensions will be recognized in pension expense, $0.86 million 
annually over the next four fiscal years 2016-2019. 
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Actuarial Assumptions

The NYSLERS total pension liability at March 31, 2015 was determined by using the NYSLERS actuarial 
valuation as of April 1, 2014 with updated procedures to roll forward the NYSLERS total pension liability to 
March 31, 2015. The following actuarial assumptions were used for the April 1, 2014 NYSLERS actuarial 
valuation: 

Actuarial cost method:  Entry age normal 
Inflation rate: 2.7% 
Salary increases: 4.9% annually 
Investment rate of return, including inflation: 7.5%compounded annually, net of investment expenses
Cost of living adjustments: 1.4 % annually 
 
The NYSLERS Annuitant mortality rates are based on April 1, 2005 – March 31, 2011 NYSLERS 
experience with adjustments for mortality improvements based on MP-2014. The actuarial 
assumptions used in the April 1, 2014 valuation are based on the results of an actuarial experience 
study for the period April 1, 2005 – March 31, 2010. 

The NYSLERS long term expected rate of return on pension plan investments was determined using a 
building block method in which best estimate ranges of expected future real rates of return (expected 
returns net of investment expense and inflation) are developed for each major asset class.  These 
ranges are combined to produce the long term expected rate of return by weighting the expected future 
real rates of return by the target asset allocation percentage and by adding expected inflation.  Best 
estimates of arithmetic real rates of return for each major asset class included in the target asset 
allocation as of March 31, 2015 are summarized below.  

Long Term Expected Rate of Return

Asset Type  Target Allocation  Long-term Expected Real Rate 
Domestic Equity   38%   7.30% 
International Equity   13   8.55 
Private Equity   10   11.00 
Real Estate   8   8.25 
Absolute Return   3   6.75 
Opportunistic Portfolio   3   8.60 
Real Asset   3   8.65 
Bonds and Mortgages   18   4.00 
Cash   2   2.25 
Inflation Indexed Bonds   2   4.00 
   100%   

Discount Rate 

The NYSLERS discount rate used to calculate the total pension liability was 7.5%. The projection of 
cash flows used to determine the discount rate assumes that contributions from plan members will be 
made at the current contribution rates and that contributions from employers will be made at statutorily 
required rates, actuarially.  Based upon the assumptions, the NYSLERS fiduciary net position was 
projected to be available to make all projected future benefit payments of current plan members.  
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Therefore the long term expected rate of return on pension plan investments was applied to all periods 
of projected benefit payments to determine the total pension liability.  

Sensitivity of Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability to Changes in the 
Discount Rate

The following presents the Authority’s proportionate share of the net pension liability calculated using 
the discount rate of 7.5 percent, as well as what the Authority’s proportionate share of the net pension 
liability would be if it were calculated using a discount rate that is one percentage point lower (6.5 
percent) or one percentage point higher (8.5 percent) than the current rate:  

 1% Decrease  Current Assumption  1% Increase 
 6.5% 7.5%   8.5%
The Authority’s proportionate share of 
the net pension liability (asset) 

 
$ 133 million

  
$ 20 million 

  
$ (76) million

      
 

The actuary for the NYSLERS has recommended decreases in assumptions (inflation rate, salary 
increases, investment rate of return, cost of living adjustments) as well as the discount rate (from 7.5 % 
to 7.0%, reflecting the change in the investment rate of return) to be used beginning with the April 1, 
2015 valuation. The April 1, 2015 valuation is used to generate employer contribution rates for fiscal 
year 2017 and does not impact the April 1, 2014 valuation. 

(10) Other Postemployment Benefits, Deferred Compensation and Savings

(a) Other Postemployment Benefits (OPEB) 

The Authority provides certain health care and life insurance benefits for eligible retired employees and 
their dependents under a single employer noncontributory (except for certain optional life insurance 
coverage) health care plan. Employees and/or their dependents become eligible for these benefits when the 
employee has at least 10 years of service and retires or dies while working at the Authority. Approximately 
4,500 participants, including 1,700 current employees and 2,800 retired employees and/or spouses and 
dependents of retired employees, were eligible to receive these benefits at December 31, 2015. The 
Authority’s post-retirement health care trust does not issue a stand-alone financial report. 

The Authority has an established trust for OPEB obligations (OPEB Trust), with the trust to be held by an 
independent custodian. Plan members are not required to contribute to the OPEB Trust.  The Authority 
makes ongoing annual funding to the OPEB Trust based on the annual OPEB cost in order to maintain 
higher funding levels.  Contributions of $14 million and $17 million were made to the OPEB Trust in 2015 
and 2014, respectively. 
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The following table shows the components of the Authority’s annual OPEB cost for the year, the amount 
actually contributed to the plan, and changes in the Authority’s net OPEB obligation. 

2015 2014

Annual OPEB cost:
Annual required contribution (ARC):

Normal cost $ 13   $ 13   
Amortization payment 25   20   

Total 38   33   

ARC adjustment 5   10   
Interest on net OPEB obligation (5)  (5)  

Annual OPEB cost $ 38   $ 38   

Net OPEB obligation:
Net OPEB (asset) obligation at beginning

of fiscal year $ (73)  $ (72)  
Annual OPEB cost 38   38   
Employer contribution:

Benefit payments for retirees during the year (24)  (22)  
Trust fund contributions (14)  (17)  

Total employer contribution (38)  (39)  
Net OPEB (asset) obligation at

end of fiscal year $ (73)  $ (73)  

(In millions)

 

The net OPEB asset of $73 million, which consists of $15 million current assets and $58 million 
noncurrent assets, is reported in miscellaneous receivables and other and other long-term assets, 
respectively, in the statements of net position at December 31, 2015. 

The Authority’s annual OPEB cost for 2015 was $38 million, which is reflected as an expense in the 
statements of revenues, expenses, and changes in net position. The Authority’s annual OPEB cost 
(expense) is calculated based on the annual required contribution of the employer (ARC), an amount 
actuarially determined in accordance with the parameters of GAS No. 45, Accounting and Financial 
Reporting by Employers for Postemployment Benefits Other Than Pensions. The ARC represents a level of 
funding that, if paid on an ongoing basis, is projected to cover normal cost each year to amortize any 
unfunded actuarial liabilities (or funding excess) over a period not to exceed thirty years.  As indicated 
herein, the Authority uses a 20-year amortization period. 

Actuarial valuations of an ongoing plan involve estimates of the value of reported amounts and 
assumptions about the probability of occurrence of events far into the future. Examples include 
assumptions about future employment, mortality, and the healthcare cost trend. Amounts determined 
regarding the funded status of the plan and the annual required contributions of the employer are subject to 
continual revision as actual results are compared with past expectations and new estimates are made about 
the future. The schedule of funding progress, presented as required supplementary information following 
the notes to the financial statements, presents multiyear trend information about whether the actuarial 
value of plan assets is increasing or decreasing over time relative to the actuarial accrued liabilities for 
benefits.  The Authority’s most recent actuarial valuation was performed as of January 1, 2014 and 
resulted in an actuarial accrued liability of $575 million which was funded with assets totaling $422 
million indicating that the Authority’s retiree health plan was 73% funded as of the valuation date.  As of 
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December 31, 2015 and 2014, the balance in the OPEB Trust was $483 million and $467 million, 
respectively, and the actuarial accrued liability was $637 million and $606 million, respectively, resulting 
in the retirees’ health plan being 76% funded in 2015 and 77% funded in 2014. 

Projections of benefits for financial reporting purposes are based on the substantive plan (the plan as 
understood by the employer and plan members) and include the types of benefits provided at the time of 
each valuation. The actuarial methods and assumptions used include techniques that are designed to reduce 
short-term volatility in actuarial accrued liabilities and the actuarial value of assets, consistent with the 
long-term perspective of the calculations. In the 2014 actuarial valuation, the projected unit credit actuarial 
cost method was used with benefits attributed to full eligibility. The actuarial assumptions included a 7% 
investment rate of return (net of administrative expenses) and an annual healthcare cost trend rate of 
approximately 8% (net of administrative expenses), including inflation, declining approximately 1/4% 
each year to an ultimate trend rate of approximately 5%. Both the cost trend rate and the ultimate trend rate 
include a 3% inflation assumption. The Authority amortizes actuarial gains and losses over an open 20-
year period while continuing to amortize its initial unfunded accrued liability over a closed 20-year period. 

(b) Deferred Compensation and Savings Plans  

The Authority offers union employees and salaried employees a deferred compensation plan created in 
accordance with Internal Revenue Code, Section 457. This plan permits participants to defer a portion of 
their salaries until future years. Amounts deferred under the plan are not available to employees or 
beneficiaries until termination, retirement, death or unforeseeable emergency. 

The Authority also offers salaried employees a savings plan created in accordance with Internal Revenue 
Code, Section 401(k). This plan also permits participants to defer a portion of their salaries. The Authority 
matches contributions of employees up to limits specified in the plan. Such matching annual contributions 
were approximately $2.8 million and $2.6 million for 2015 and 2014, respectively. 

Both the deferred compensation plan and the savings plan have a loan feature. 

Independent trustees are responsible for the administration of the 457 and 401(k) plan assets under the 
direction of a committee of union representatives and nonunion employees and a committee of nonunion 
employees, respectively. Various investment options are offered to employees in each plan. Employees are 
responsible for making the investment decisions relating to their savings plans. 

(11) Nuclear Plant Divestiture and Related Matters  

(a) Nuclear Plant Divestiture 

In November 2000, the Authority sold its nuclear plants―Indian Point 3 (IP3) and James A. FitzPatrick 
(JAF) to two subsidiaries of Entergy Corporation (collectively Entergy or the Entergy Subsidiaries) for 
cash and noninterest-bearing notes totaling $967 million (subsequently reduced by closing adjustments to 
$956 million) maturing over a 15‒year period. The present value of these payments recorded on the 
closing date, utilizing a discount rate of 7.5%, was $680 million. 
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As of December 31, 2015 and 2014, the present value of the notes receivable were: 

2015 2014
(In millions)

Notes receivable – nuclear plant sale $ —    $ 19   
Less due within one year —    19   

$ —    $ —    

 
At December 31, 2014, the current portion due within one year of this notes receivable is reported in 
miscellaneous receivables and other in the statements of net position.  

As part of the Authority’s sale of its nuclear projects to Entergy Subsidiaries in November 2000, the 
Authority entered into two Value Sharing Agreements (VSAs) with them. These VSAs, as amended, 
provide for the Entergy Subsidiaries to pay the Authority a set price ($6.59 per MWh for IP3 and $3.91 per 
MWh for JAF) for all MWhs metered from each plant between 2007 and 2014, with the Authority being 
entitled to receive annual payments up to a maximum of $72 million.  Nonoperating income, in the 
statements of revenues, expenses, and changes in net position, for the year ended December 31, 2014 
included $71 million, relating to these agreements.  The payments were subject to continued ownership of 
the facilities by the Entergy Subsidiaries or its affiliates.  The final payment under the VSA was received 
on January 15, 2015 in the amount of $71 million.   

If the license for IP3 or JAF is extended, an amount equal to $2.5 million (per plant) per year for a 
maximum of 20 years would be paid to the Authority by the relevant Entergy Subsidiary for each year of 
life extension during which the plant operates. The original licenses for JAF and IP3 expire in 2014 and 
2015, respectively.  In April 2007, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) received a license renewal 
application (for an additional 20 years) for IP3.  On September 9, 2008, the NRC renewed the operating 
license of JAF for 20 years to October 17, 2034.  In November 2015, Entergy announced that it will 
permanently shut down JAF in 2017. 

(b) Nuclear Fuel Disposal 

In accordance with the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982, in June 1983, the Authority entered into a 
contract with the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) under which DOE, commencing not later than 
January 31, 1998, would accept and dispose of spent nuclear fuel. In conjunction with the sale of the 
nuclear plants, the Authority’s contract with the DOE was assigned to Entergy. The Authority remains 
liable to Entergy for the pre-1983 spent fuel obligation (see note 12(e)) “New York State Budget and Other 
Matters” relating to a temporary transfer of such funds to the State).  As of December 31, 2015 and 2014, 
the liability to Entergy totaled $217 million in both years.  

(c) Nuclear Plant Decommissioning 

In connection with the Authority’s sale of the nuclear plants, the Authority entered into a 
Decommissioning Agreement with each of the Entergy Subsidiaries relating to the responsibility for 
decommissioning the nuclear plants acquired (Decommissioning Agreements). The Decommissioning 
Agreements deal with the decommissioning funds (Decommissioning Funds), which are currently 
maintained by the Authority under a master decommissioning trust agreement.  Under the 
Decommissioning Agreements, the Authority will make no further contributions to the Decommissioning 
Funds. 

The Authority retains contractual decommissioning liability for IP3 and JAF until license expiration, a 
change in the tax status of the fund, or any early dismantlement of the plant, at which time the Authority 
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will have the option of terminating its decommissioning responsibility and transferring the plant’s fund to 
the Entergy Subsidiary owning the plant. At that time, the Authority will be entitled to be paid an amount 
equal to the excess of the amount in the Fund over the Inflation Adjusted Cost Amount, if any.  The 
Inflation Adjusted Cost Amount for a plant means a fixed estimated decommissioning cost amount 
adjusted in accordance with the effect of increases and decreases in the NRC minimum cost estimate 
amounts applicable to the plant.  The Authority’s decommissioning responsibility is limited to the lesser of 
the Inflation Adjusted Cost Amount or the amount of the plant’s Decommissioning Fund.   

Certain provisions of the Decommissioning Agreements provide that if the relevant Entergy Subsidiary 
purchases, or operates, with the right to decommission, another plant at the IP3 site, then the Inflation 
Adjusted Cost Amount would decrease by $50 million. In September 2001, a subsidiary of Entergy 
purchased the Indian Point 1 and Indian Point 2 plants adjacent to IP3. 

If the Authority is required to decommission IP3 or JAF pursuant to the relevant Decommissioning 
Agreement, an affiliate of the Entergy Subsidiaries, Entergy Nuclear, Inc. would be obligated to enter into 
a fixed price contract with the Authority to decommission the plant, the price being equal to the lower of 
the Inflation Adjusted Cost Amount or the plant’s Decommissioning Fund amount.   

Decommissioning Funds of $1,430 million and $1,415 million are included in restricted funds and other 
noncurrent liabilities in the statements of net position at December 31, 2015 and 2014, respectively. 

(12) Commitments and Contingencies  

(a) Power Programs  

Recharge New York Power Program  

Chapter 60 (Part CC) of the Laws of 2011 (Chapter 60) established the “Recharge New York Power 
Program” (RNYPP), administered by the Authority, which has as its central benefit up to 910 MW of low 
cost power comprised of up to 455 MW of hydropower from the Niagara and St. Lawrence-FDR Projects 
and up to 455 MW of other power procured by the Authority from other sources.  The 910 MW of power 
is available for allocation as provided by Chapter 60 to eligible new and existing businesses and not-for-
profit corporations under contracts of up to seven years.  RNYPP was effective beginning July 1, 2012. 

The RNYPP replaced two other programs, the Power for Jobs (PFJ) and Energy Cost Savings Benefit 
(ECSB) Programs, which had extended benefits of low-cost power to certain businesses, small businesses 
and not-for-profit organizations.  Those PFJ and ECSB Program customers who were in substantial 
compliance with contractual commitments under the PFJ and ECSB Programs and who applied but did not 
receive RNYPP allocations are eligible to apply for transitional electricity discounts, as provided for in 
Chapter 60. This transitional electricity discounts program provides for declining levels of discounts 
through June 30, 2016 when the program terminates, if payment of such discounts is deemed feasible and 
advisable by the Authority’s Trustees.  In June 2012, the Authority’s Trustees authorized transitional 
electricity discount payments of up to $9 million for the year July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013.  On February 
26, 2015, the Authority’s Trustees approved an additional $8 million to fund anticipated payments for the 
period from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2015.  As of December 31, 2015, approximately $8 million of such 
discounts have been paid with approximately an additional $5 million in payments remaining to be made.   

The hydropower used for the RNYPP was power formerly used to provide low-cost electricity to domestic 
and rural customers of the three private utilities that serve upstate New York.  To mitigate the impacts 
from the redeployment of this hydropower for the RNYPP, Chapter 60 created a “Residential Consumer 
Discount Program” (RCDP).  The RCDP authorizes the Authority, as deemed feasible and advisable by its 
Trustees, to provide annual funding of $100 million for the first three years following withdrawal of the 
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hydropower from the residential and farm customers, $70 million for the fourth year, $50 million for the 
fifth year, and $30 million each year thereafter, for the purpose of funding a residential consumer discount 
program for those customers that had formerly received the hydropower that is utilized in the RNYPP.  
Chapter 60  further authorizes the Authority, as deemed feasible and advisable by the Trustees, to use 
revenues from the sales of hydroelectric power, and such other funds of the Authority, as deemed feasible 
and advisable by the Trustees,  to fund the RCDP.  The Authority’s Trustees have authorized the release of 
a total $400.9 million through January 2015 in support of the RCDP.  The Authority supplemented the 
market revenues through the use of internal funds, from the August 2011 start of the program through 
December 31, 2015, totaling cumulatively $111 million.  Operations and maintenance expenses included 
$63 million and $88 million of residential consumer discounts in the years ended December 31, 2015 and 
2014, respectively.  On January 27, 2016, the Authority’s Trustees approved up to an additional $43 
million to fund anticipated payments for its 2016 fiscal year.   

Western New York Power Proceeds Allocation Act 

Effective March 30, 2012, Chapter 58 (Part GG) of the Laws of 2012 (Chapter 58) created the Western 
New York Power Proceeds Act (WNYPPA).  The  WNYPPA authorizes the Authority, as deemed feasible 
and advisable by the Trustees, to deposit net earnings from the sale of unallocated Expansion Power and 
Replacement Power from the Authority’s Niagara project into an account administered by the Authority 
known as the Western New York Economic Development Fund (Fund).  Net earnings are defined as any 
excess revenues earned from such power sold into the wholesale market over the revenues that would have 
been received had the power been sold at the Expansion Power and Replacement Power rates.  Proceeds 
from the Fund may be used to support eligible projects undertaken within a 30-mile radius of the Niagara 
power project that satisfy applicable criteria.  Chapter 58 also establishes a five-member Western New 
York Power Allocations Board, which is appointed by the Governor.  Chapter 58 also repealed Chapter 
436 of the Laws of 2010 which had created a similar program that could not be effectively implemented.   

The Authority’s Trustees have approved the release of up to $58 million in net earnings, calculated for the 
period August 30, 2010 through December 31, 2015 as provided in the legislation, for deposit into the 
Fund.  As of December 31, 2015, $41 million has been deposited into the Fund.  As of December 31, 2015, 
the Authority has approved awards of Fund money totaling approximately $30 million to businesses that 
have proposed eligible projects and has made payments totaling $12 million to such businesses.  Payment 
of these awards is contingent upon the execution of acceptable contracts between the Authority and 
individual awardees. 

Northern New York Power Proceeds Allocation Act 

Chapter 545 of the Laws of 2014 enacted the “Northern New York Power Proceeds Act” (NNYPPA).  The 
NNYPPA authorizes the Authority, as deemed feasible and advisable by the Trustees, to deposit “net 
earnings” from the sale of unallocated St. Lawrence County Economic Development Power (SLCEDP) by 
the Authority in the wholesale energy market into an account the Authority would administer known as the 
Northern New York Economic Development Fund (NNY Fund), and to make awards to eligible applicants 
that propose eligible projects that satisfy applicable criteria.  The NNYPPA also establishes a five-member 
Northern New York Power Allocations Board appointed by the Governor to review applications seeking 
NNY Fund benefits and to make recommendations to the Authority concerning benefits awards.   

SLCEDP consists of up to 20 MW of hydropower from the Authority’s St. Lawrence-FDR Power Project 
which the Authority has made available for sale to the Town of Massena Electric Department (“MED”) for 
MED to sub-allocate for economic development purposes in accordance with a contract between the 
parties entered into in 2012 (Authority-MED Contract).  The NNYPPA defines “net earnings” as the 
aggregate excess of revenues received by the Authority from the sale of energy associated with SLCEDP 
by the Authority in the wholesale energy market over what revenues would have been received had such 
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energy been sold to MED on a firm basis under the terms of the Authority-MED contract.  For the first 5 
years after enactment, the amount of SLCEDP the Authority could use to generate net earnings may not 
exceed the lesser of 20 MW or the amount of SLCEDP that has not been allocated by the Authority 
pursuant to the Authority-MED contract.  Thereafter, the amount of SLCEDP that the Authority could use 
for such purpose may not exceed the lesser of 10 MW or the amount of SLCEDP that has not been 
allocated. 

On February 26, 2015, the Authority’s Trustees approved the release of funds, of up to $3 million, into the 
NNY Fund representing “net earnings” from the sale of unallocated SLCEDP into the wholesale energy 
market for the period December 29, 2014 through December 31, 2015. On January 26, 2016, the 
Authority’s Trustees approved up to an additional $5 million in funds for the period January 1, 2016 
through December 31, 2016.  As of December 31, 2015, $1 million has been deposited into the Fund and 
no awards have been made. 

(b) Governmental Customers in the New York City Metropolitan Area   

In 2005, the Authority and its eleven NYC Governmental Customers, including the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, the City of New York, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey (Port 
Authority), the New York City Housing Authority, and the New York State Office of General Services, 
entered into long-term supplemental electricity supply agreements (Agreements). Under the Agreements, 
the NYC Governmental Customers agreed to purchase their electricity from the Authority through 
December 31, 2017, with the NYC Governmental Customers having the right to terminate service from the 
Authority at any time on three years’ notice and, under certain limited conditions, on one year’s notice, 
provided that they compensate the Authority for any above-market costs associated with certain of the 
resources used to supply the NYC Governmental Customers. 

Under the Agreements, the Authority will modify rates annually through a formal rate case where there is a 
change in fixed costs to serve the NYC Governmental Customers. Except for the minimum volatility price 
option, changes in variable costs, which include fuel and purchased power, will be captured through 
contractual pricing adjustment mechanisms. Under these mechanisms, actual and projected variable costs 
are reconciled and all or a portion of the variance is either charged or credited to the NYC Governmental 
Customers. The Authority provides the customers with indicative electricity prices for the following year 
reflecting market-risk hedging options designated by the NYC Governmental Customers. Such market-risk 
hedging options include a full cost energy charge adjustment (“ECA”) pass-through arrangement relating 
to fuel, purchased power, and NYISO-related costs (including such an arrangement with some cost 
hedging) and a sharing option where the customers and the Authority will share in actual cost variations as 
specified in the Agreements.  For 2015 and 2014, the NYC Governmental Customers chose a market-risk 
hedging price option designated an “ECA with hedging” pricing option whereby actual cost variations in 
variable costs are passed through to the customers as specified above.  Under the Agreements, the 
Authority committed to finance up to $100 million annually over the term of the Agreements for energy 
efficiency projects and initiatives at such governmental customers’ facilities.  Amounts financed may 
exceed $100 million if mutually agreed to by the customers and the Authority.  The costs of such projects 
are recovered from such customers. 

The Authority’s other Southeastern New York (SENY) Governmental Customers are Westchester County 
and numerous municipalities, school districts, and other public agencies located in Westchester County 
(collectively, the “Westchester Governmental Customers”). The Authority has entered a supplemental 
electricity supply agreement with all 103 Westchester Governmental Customers. Among other things, 
under the agreement, an energy charge adjustment mechanism is applicable, and customers are allowed to 
partially terminate service from the Authority on at least two months’ notice prior to the start of the 
NYISO capability periods. Full termination is allowed on at least one year’s notice, effective no sooner 
than January 1 following the one year notice. 
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In anticipation of the closure of the Authority’s Poletti plant in 2010, the Authority, in 2007, issued a 
nonbinding request for proposals for up to 500 MW of in-city unforced capacity and optional energy to 
serve the needs of its NYC Governmental Customers. This process, which included approval of the NYC 
Governmental Customers, resulted in a long-term electricity supply contract in 2008 between the Authority 
and Astoria Energy II LLC for the purchase of the output of Astoria Energy II, a new 550-MW plant, 
which was constructed and entered into commercial operation on July 1, 2011 in Astoria, Queens. The 
costs associated with the contract will be borne by these customers for the life of the Astoria Energy II 
contract.  The Authority is accounting for and reporting this lease transaction as a capital lease in the 
amount of $1.189 billion as of December 31, 2015, which reflects the present value of the monthly portion 
of lease payments allocated to real and personal property.  The balance of the monthly lease payments 
represents the portion of the monthly lease payment allocated to operations and maintenance costs which 
are recorded monthly.  Fuel for the plant is provided by the Authority and the costs thereof are being 
recovered from the NYC Governmental Customers.

HTP Transmission Line 

In 2011, the Trustees authorized Authority staff to enter into an agreement with Hudson Transmission 
Partners, LLC (HTP) for the purchase of capacity to meet the long-term requirements of the Authority’s 
NYC Governmental Customers and to improve the transmission infrastructure serving New York City 
through the transmission rights associated with HTP’s transmission line (the Line) extending from Bergen 
County, New Jersey in the PJM Interconnection, LLC (PJM) transmission system, to Consolidated Edison 
Company of New York, Inc.’s (Con Edison) West 49th Street substation in the NYISO. Specifically, the 
Authority executed a Firm Transmission Capacity Purchase Agreement (FTCPA) with HTP which would 
provide the Authority with 75% of the Line’s 660 MW capacity, or 495 MW, for 20 years. The Authority’s 
capacity payment obligations under the FTCPA began upon the Line’s commencement of commercial 
operation, which occurred on June 3, 2013.  Also upon commercial operation, the FTCPA obligates the 
Authority to reimburse HTP for the cost of interconnection and transmission upgrades in New York and 
New Jersey associated with the Line and to pay for all remaining upgrade costs as they are incurred.  
Under the FTCPA, the Authority is obligated to pay the costs of certain interconnection and transmission 
upgrades associated with the Line, which are estimated to total up to approximately $343 million.  As of 
December 31, 2015, the Authority paid approximately $315 million of such costs related to the 
interconnection and transmission upgrades. 

It is estimated that the revenues derived from the Authority’s rights under the FTCPA will not be sufficient 
to fully cover the Authority’s costs under the FTCPA during the initial 20-year term of the FTCPA.  
Depending on a number of variables, it is estimated that the Authority’s under-recovery of costs under the 
FTCPA could be in the range of approximately $90 million to $110 million per year over the next five 
years of commercial operation.  The Authority has a contract with Consolidated Edison Energy, Inc., an 
affiliate of Con Edison, to manage the Authority’s transmission capacity on the Line and make economical 
energy transactions. 

The Authority’s estimated costs relating to HTP do not include Regional Transmission Enhancement Plan 
(RTEP) cost allocations that are being challenged at FERC, including the RTEP costs that may be 
allocated to HTP if other parties terminate their PJM transmission rights.  The Authority’s obligations 
under the FTCPA include payment of the RTEP charges allocated to HTP in accordance with the PJM 
transmission tariff.  PJM’s RTEP cost allocation methodology for certain upgrades, such as the Bergen-
Linden Corridor and Edison Rebuild projects, is being challenged at FERC by Con Edison, the Authority 
and other parties.  Under PJM’s current methodology, HTP could be allocated approximately $121 million 
in future RTEP charges.  Depending on a variety of other factors, including the outcome of FERC’s review 
and whether Con Edison or other parties decide to terminate their PJM transmission rights, HTP could be 
allocated substantially more or less RTEP costs.  Any RTEP costs relating to the Bergen-Linden Corridor 
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and Edison Rebuild projects would be paid over a number of years once construction of the improvements 
commences, which is expected in 2017.   

(c) Small, Clean Power Plants and 500-MW Plant  

To meet capacity deficiencies and ongoing load requirements in the New York City metropolitan area that 
could also adversely affect the statewide electric pool, the Authority has in operation, the Small, Clean 
Power Plants (SCPPs), consisting of eleven natural-gas-fueled combustion-turbine electric units, each 
having a nameplate rating of 47 MW at six sites in New York City and one site in the service region of 
LIPA. 

As a result of the settlement of litigation relating to certain of the SCPPs, the Authority has agreed under 
the settlement agreement to cease operations at one of the SCPP sites, which houses two units, under 
certain conditions and if the Mayor of New York City directs such cessation. No such cessation has 
occurred. 

(d) Legal and Related Matters   

St. Regis Litigation 

In 1982 and again in 1989, several groups of Mohawk Indians, including a Canadian Mohawk tribe, filed 
lawsuits against the State, the Governor of the State, St. Lawrence and Franklin counties, the St. Lawrence 
Seaway Development Corporation, the Authority and others, claiming ownership to certain lands in St. 
Lawrence and Franklin counties and to Barnhart, Long Sault and Croil islands (St. Regis litigation). These 
islands are within the boundary of the Authority’s St. Lawrence-FDR Project and Barnhart Island is the 
location of significant Project facilities. Settlement discussions were held periodically between 1992 and 
1998. In 1998, the Federal government intervened on behalf of all Mohawk plaintiffs. 

The parties agreed to a land claim settlement, dated February 1, 2005, which if implemented would 
include, among other things, the payment by the Authority of $2 million a year for 35 years to the tribal 
plaintiffs, the provision of up to 9 MW of low cost Authority power for use on the reservation, the transfer 
of two Authority-owned islands; Long Sault and Croil, and a 215 acre parcel on Massena Point to the tribal 
plaintiffs, and the tribal plaintiffs withdrawing any judicial challenges to the Authority’s new license, as 
well as any claims to annual fees from the St. Lawrence FDR project.   

The legislation required to effectuate the settlement was never enacted and the litigation was reactivated.  
In November 2006, all defendants moved to dismiss the three Mohawk complaints as well as the United 
States’ complaint based on the lengthy delay in asserting the land claims (i.e., the laches defense).   

On September 28, 2012, the U.S. Magistrate recommended dismissal of all land claims brought against the 
Authority by three St. Regis tribal factions as well as the Federal government.  The Magistrate upheld the 
Authority’s laches defense and also recommended dismissal on the same grounds of all claims by the same 
plaintiffs against the other defendants relating to all but one of the other challenged mainland parcels.   

In orders dated July 2013, the Judge assigned to the case accepted the Magistrate’s recommendation and 
granted the Authority judgment on the pleadings.  The Judge accepted all but one of the Magistrate’s other 
recommendations, which results in dismissal of all land claims against the other defendants except those 
relating to two mainland parcels.  Barring an appeal by the plaintiffs, all claims against the Authority have 
been dismissed and the lawsuit against the Authority is concluded. 

The State and the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe (Tribe) have been discussing a settlement of the land claims, as 
well as other issues between the State and the Tribe.  On May 28, 2014, the State of New York, the Tribe, 
St. Lawrence County and the Authority executed a Memorandum of Understanding (St. Regis MOU) that 
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outlined a framework for the possible settlement of all the St. Regis land claims.  In the St. Regis MOU, 
the Authority endorses a negotiated settlement that, among other terms and conditions, would require the 
Authority to pay the Tribe $2 million a year for 35 years and provide up to 9 MW of its hydropower at 
preference power rates to serve the needs of the Tribe’s Reservation.  The St. Regis MOU would require 
an Act of Congress to forever extinguish all Mohawk land claims prior to such a settlement becoming 
effective. 

Any settlement agreement, including the terms endorsed in the St. Regis MOU, would in the first instance 
need to be negotiated and agreed upon by all parties to the St. Regis litigation.  In addition, on or before a 
final settlement of the litigation, all parties to the St. Regis litigation would have to agree to a settlement of 
all outstanding claims, including parties that did not execute the St. Regis MOU, such as the two other 
Mohawk groups, the federal government and Franklin County.  Before any settlement becomes effective 
and the Authority is obligated to make any payments contemplated by the St. Regis MOU, however, 
federal and state legislation must be enacted which approves the settlement and extinguishes all Mohawk 
land claims. 

Tropical Storm Irene 

In August 2012, the County of Schoharie, eight towns and villages therein, and one school district 
(“Municipalities”) initiated a lawsuit in Schoharie County Supreme Court against the Authority involving 
the heavy rains and widespread flooding resulting from Tropical Storm Irene’s passage through the 
Northeast in August 2011.  The Municipalities essentially alleged that they sustained property damage and 
lost tax revenues resulting from lowered assessed valuation of taxable real property due to the Authority’s 
negligence in its operations at the Blenheim-Gilboa pumped-storage hydroelectric facility located on the 
Schoharie Creek in Schoharie County, New York.  The Municipalities complaint seeks judgment “in an 
amount to be determined at trial with respect to each [of the ten plaintiffs] in the sum of at least 
$5,000,000, plus punitive damages in the sum of at least $5,000,000” as well as attorney fees.  As of 
October 31, 2014, all of the Municipalities have discontinued their lawsuits against the Authority. 
 
In February 2012, a private landowner filed a similar lawsuit in such court on behalf of a park campground 
and makes nearly the same allegations with the plaintiff seeking at least $5 million in damages, at least $5 
million in punitive damages, as well as attorney’s fees.  In December 2012, the Authority was served with 
a third lawsuit by five plaintiffs arising out of Tropical Storm Irene and the Authority’s operation of its 
Blenheim-Gilboa Pumped Storage Project.  Plaintiffs previously filed timely notices of claim. The five 
plaintiffs include three individual landowners and two corporations.  The three individual landowners own 
properties located in Schoharie, NY and Central Bridge, NY and are claiming damages in the aggregate 
amount of $1.55 million. The two corporations also own properties in Schoharie, NY and are claiming 
damages in the aggregate amount of $1.05 million.  On October 27, 2014, the Court granted NYPA’s 
motion to change the place of trial.  The Court directed the Clerk of Court to transfer the proceedings to 
Albany County.  Discovery is ongoing in these two remaining actions, which are joined for discovery. 

While the Authority cannot presently predict the outcome of this or any related litigation, the Authority 
believes that it has meritorious defenses and positions with respect thereto.  However, adverse decisions of 
a certain type in the matters discussed above could adversely affect Authority operations and revenues. 
While the Authority is unable to predict whether and to what extent any lawsuits will be initiated based on 
notices of claim or similar claims that may be filed in the future, or the outcome of any litigation, the 
Authority believes that it has meritorious defenses and positions with respect thereto.  Conversely, adverse 
decisions of a certain type in the matters discussed above could adversely affect Authority operations and 
revenues. 
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Other Actions or Claims  

In January 2014, one of the Sound Cable Project underwater cables was severely impacted by an anchor 
and /or anchor chain dropped by one or more vessels, causing the entire electrical circuit to fail and the 
circuit to trip.  As a result of the impact to the cable, dielectric fluid was released into Long Island Sound.  The 
Authority incurred approximately $33 million in costs arising from this incident.  At December 31, 2015, 
the statement of net position includes approximately $15 million in other long-term assets, reflecting the 
cost of damages net of insurance recoveries.  The Authority believes that it will be able to recover the full 
amount of its damages through legal proceedings, insurance coverage and contractual obligations. 

 
In addition to the matters described above, other actions or claims against the Authority are pending for the 
taking of property in connection with its projects, for negligence, for personal injury (including asbestos-
related injuries), in contract, and for environmental, employment and other matters. All of such other 
actions or claims will, in the opinion of the Authority, be disposed of within the amounts of the Authority’s 
insurance coverage, where applicable, or the amount which the Authority has available therefore and 
without any material adverse effect on the business of the Authority.

(e) New York State Budget and Other Matters   

Section 1011 of the Power Authority Act (Act) constitutes a pledge of the State to holders of Authority 
obligations not to limit or alter the rights vested in the Authority by the Act until such obligations together 
with the interest thereon are fully met and discharged or unless adequate provision is made by law for the 
protection of the holders thereof. Bills are periodically introduced into the State Legislature, which propose 
to limit or restrict the powers, rights and exemption from regulation that the Authority currently possesses 
under the Act and other applicable law or otherwise would affect the Authority’s financial condition or its 
ability to conduct its business, activities, or operations, in the manner presently conducted or contemplated 
by the Authority. It is not possible to predict whether any such bills or other bills of a similar type which 
may be introduced in the future will be enacted. 

In addition, from time to time, legislation is enacted into New York law that purports to impose financial 
and other obligations on the Authority, either individually or along with other public authorities or 
governmental entities. The applicability of such provisions to the Authority would depend upon, among 
other things, the nature of the obligations imposed and the applicability of the pledge of the State set forth 
in Section 1011 of the Act to such provisions. There can be no assurance that in the case of each such 
provision, the Authority will be immune from the financial obligations imposed by such provision.  
Examples of such legislation affecting only the Authority include legislation, discussed below and 
elsewhere herein, relating to the Authority’s voluntary contributions to the State, the Authority’s 
temporary transfer of funds to the State, and contributions and transfers to fund temporary and permanent 
programs administered by the Authority and other State entities. 

Budget

The Authority is requested, from time to time, to make financial contributions or transfers of funds to the 
State. Any such contribution or transfer of funds must (i) be authorized by law (typically, legislation 
enacted in connection with the State budget), and (ii) satisfy the requirements of the Bond Resolution.  The 
Bond Resolution requirements to withdraw moneys “free and clear of the lien and pledge created by the 
(Bond) Resolution” are as follows: (1) such withdrawal must be for a “lawful corporate purpose as 
determined by the Authority,” and (2) the Authority must determine “taking into account, among other 
considerations, anticipated future receipt of Revenues or other moneys constituting part of the Trust Estate, 
that the funds to be so withdrawn are not needed” for (a) payment of reasonable and necessary operating 
expenses, (b) an Operating Fund reserve for working capital, emergency repairs or replacements, major 
renewals, or for retirement from service, decommissioning or disposal of facilities, (c) payment of, or 
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accumulation of a reserve for payment of, interest and principal on senior debt, or (d) payment of interest 
and principal on subordinate debt.   

In May 2011, the Authority’s Trustees adopted a policy statement (Policy Statement) which relates to, 
among other things, voluntary contributions, transfers, or other payments to the State by the Authority after 
that date.  The Policy Statement provides, among other things, that in deciding whether to make such 
contributions, transfers, or payments, the Authority shall use as a reference point the maintenance of a debt 
service coverage ratio of at least 2.0, in addition to making the other determinations required by the Bond 
Resolution.  The Policy Statement may at any time be modified or eliminated at the discretion of the 
Authority’s Trustees. 

Legislation enacted into law, as part of the 2000-2001 State budget, as amended up to the present time, has 
authorized the Authority as deemed feasible and advisable by the trustees, to make a series of voluntary 
contributions into the State treasury in connection with the PFJ Program and for other purposes as well. 
The PFJ Program, which had been extended to June 30, 2012, has ended and was replaced by the RNYPP, 
as discussed above in note 12(a) “Recharge New York Power Program” of the notes to the financial 
statements. Cumulatively through December 31, 2012, the Authority has made voluntary contributions to 
the State totaling $475 million in connection with the ended PFJ Program. 

In 2015 and 2014, the Authority made contributions of $90 million to the State in each year that were not 
related to the PFJ Program and which were recorded as nonoperating expenses in the year ended December 
31, 2015 and 2014 statements of revenues, expenses and changes in net position. These contributions were 
authorized by the Authority’s Trustees and were consistent with the related State fiscal year budgets.  The 
2015 contributions included $23 million that was paid to the State’s General Fund and $67 million that 
was paid to Empire State Development Corporation (ESD).  The 2014 contributions of $90 million were 
made in furtherance of ESD’s statewide economic development initiatives.  Cumulatively, between 
January 2008 and December 31, 2015, the Authority has made voluntary contributions to the State totaling 
$672 million unrelated to the PFJ program.   

In addition, as part of the State’s Enacted Budget for State fiscal year 2015-16, the Authority, as deemed 
feasible and advisable by its Trustees, is authorized and directed to consider for payment by March 31, 
2016, the remaining contribution of $65 million to the State treasury to the credit of the General Fund, or 
as otherwise directed in writing by the Director of the Budget. 

In addition to the voluntary contributions described above, Section 3 of Subpart H of Part C of Chapter 20 
of the Laws of 2015 (Chapter 20), which became effective upon enactment on June 26, 2015, authorizes 
and directs the Authority, as deemed feasible and advisable by its trustees, to provide up to $6 million in 
additional contributions to the State’s general fund, or as otherwise directed in writing by the State’s 
director of the budget for the state fiscal year commencing April 1, 2015. 

The 2016-17 Executive Budget contains a provision authorizing the Authority as deemed “feasible and 
advisable by its trustees” to transfer to the State treasury to the credit of the general fund $20 million for 
the State fiscal year commencing April 1, 2016, the proceeds of which will be utilized to support energy-
related State activities.  The Authority cannot predict what additional contributions to the State may be 
authorized in the future. 

On January 13, 2016, the Governor submitted, as part of his Executive Budget Proposal, legislation 
authorizing the transfer of the New York State Canal Corporation (Canal Corporation) from the New York 
State Thruway Authority (Thruway Authority) to the Authority. If such legislation were enacted into law 
in its current form, the Canal Corporation would cease to be a subsidiary of the Thruway Authority and 
would become a subsidiary of the Authority. The proposed legislation authorizes the Authority to transfer 
moneys, property and personnel to the Canal Corporation and also authorizes the Authority to issue 
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subordinated debt for the purposes of financing the construction, reconstruction, development and 
improvement of the New York State Canal system. The proposed legislation provides that the transfer will 
be effective on January 1, 2017. However, such legislation also authorizes the Authority to reimburse the 
Thruway Authority for Canal System expenses for the interim period of April 1, 2016 through January 1, 
2017.  The Authority has not determined what the interim or long term level of the Authority’s financial 
support to the Canal Corporation would be if the legislation were enacted in its current form.  For fiscal 
year 2014, the Canal Corporation’s operating expenses were $65.9 million and operating revenues were 
$2.3 million with the difference provided by the Thruway Authority or other resources.  For fiscal year 
2015, the Canal Corporation’s capital program was budgeted at $52 million with funding expected from 
various sources.  Certain information relating to the Canal Corporation’s capital and operating expenses 
and budgets and the level of financial assistance provided to the Canal Corporation by the Thruway 
Authority is included in the Thruway Authority’s audited financial statements, monthly financial reports 
and budgets, copies of which are available at the Thruway Authority’s website: thruway.ny.gov.  Such 
information is not incorporated in this report and the Authority assumes no responsibility for the accuracy 
thereof. 

Temporary Asset Transfers 

In addition to the authorization for voluntary contributions, as a result of budget legislation enacted in 
February 2009, the Authority was requested to provide temporary asset transfers to the State of funds held 
in reserves.  Pursuant to the terms of a Memorandum of Understanding dated February 2009 (MOU) 
between the State, acting by and through the State’s Director of Budget, and the Authority, the Authority 
agreed to transfer approximately $215 million associated with its Spent Nuclear Fuel Reserves (Asset B) 
by March 27, 2009. The Spent Nuclear Fuel Reserves are funds that had been set aside for payment to the 
federal government sometime in the future when the federal government accepts the spent nuclear fuel for 
permanent storage (see note11(b) “Nuclear Fuel Disposal”. The MOU provides for the return of these 
funds to the Authority, subject to appropriation by the State Legislature and the other conditions described 
below, at the earlier of the Authority’s payment obligation related to the transfer and disposal of the spent 
nuclear fuel or September 30, 2017.  Further, the MOU provides for the Authority to transfer within 
180 days of the enactment of the 2009-2010 State budget $103 million of funds set aside for future 
construction projects (Asset A), which amounts would be returned to the Authority, subject to 
appropriation by the State Legislature and the other conditions described below, at the earlier of when 
required for operating, capital or debt service obligations of the Authority or September 30, 2014.  In 
February 2009, the Authority’s Trustees authorized the execution of the MOU relating to the temporary 
transfers of Asset B ($215 million) and Asset A ($103 million) and such transfers were made in 
March 2009 and September 2009, respectively, following Trustee approval. 

The MOU provides that the obligation of the State to return all or a portion of an amount equal to the 
moneys transferred by the Authority to the State is subject to annual appropriation by the State Legislature. 
Further, the MOU provides that as a condition to any such appropriation for the return of the moneys 
earlier than September 30, 2017 for the Spent Nuclear Fuel Reserves and earlier than September 30, 2014 
for the construction projects, the Authority must certify that the monies available to the Authority are not 
sufficient to satisfy the purposes for which the reserves, which are the source of the funds for the transfer, 
were established. 

In lieu of interest payments, the State has waived certain future payments from the Authority to the State. 
The waived payments include the Authority’s obligation to pay until September 30, 2017 the amounts to 
which the State is entitled under a governmental cost recovery process for the costs of central 
governmental services. These payments would have been approximately $5 million per year based on 
current estimates but the waiver is limited to a maximum of $45 million in the aggregate during the period. 
Further, the obligation to make payments in support of certain State park properties and for the upkeep of 
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State lands adjacent to the Niagara and St. Lawrence power plants is waived from April 1, 2011 to 
March 31, 2017. These payments would have been approximately $8 million per year but the waiver 
would be limited to a maximum of $43 million for the period.  The present value of the waivers 
approximates the present value of the forgone interest income. 

On April 24, 2014, the Authority and the State executed an Amendment to the MOU which provides that 
the State shall, subject to appropriation by the State Legislature, return the $103 million (Asset A) in five 
installments in the following amounts and by no later than September 30 of each of the following State 
fiscal years: (1) $18 million for State Fiscal Year 2014-2015; (2) $21 million for State Fiscal Year 2015-
2016; (3) $21 million for State Fiscal Year 2016-2017; (4) $21 million for State Fiscal Year 2017-2018; 
and (5) $22 million for State Fiscal Year 2018-2019.  By its terms, the Amendment to the MOU became 
effective when it was approved and ratified by the Authority’s Board of Trustees on July 29, 2014.  The 
Authority has received installment payments of $39 million as of December 31, 2015.  The Assets A and B 
transfers are reported in miscellaneous receivable and other ($21 million as of both December 31, 2015 
and 2014) and in other noncurrent assets ($258 million and $279 million at December 31, 2015 and 
December 31, 2014, respectively) in the statements of net position. 

New York State-Upstate Fuel Reserve Initiative  

In response to significant storm events that damaged fuel terminals and shut down gasoline suppliers and 
stations, creating gaps in the supply of gasoline for use by first responders and utility repair crews, and 
hampered rescue and recovery efforts, the State, in 2013, commenced a strategic fuel reserve initiative, 
consisting of a Downstate Strategic Gasoline Reserve and an Upstate Strategic Fuel Reserve (USFR), 
which are being administered by the New York State Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA).  
The Authority supplies power to hundreds of public and private entities throughout Upstate NY, and has 
an interest in seeing that safe and reliable electric service is restored and maintained in the event of a storm 
or other emergency, and that first responders and utility crews, including personnel who would perform 
repair work on Authority and other utility assets that are necessary for the transmission of power to 
Authority customers, can access fuels needed for rescue, recovery and restoration of utility restoration 
efforts.  Accordingly, in October 2014, the Authority transferred $10 million to NYSERDA to support the 
USFR initiative. 

(f) Relicensing of Niagara  

By order issued March 15, 2007, FERC issued the Authority a new 50-year license for the Niagara project 
effective September 1, 2007. In doing so, FERC approved six relicensing settlement agreements entered 
into by the Authority with various public and private entities.  By decision dated March 13, 2009, the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit denied a petition for review of FERC’s order filed by 
certain entities, thereby concluding all litigation involving FERC’s issuance of the new license.  In 2007, 
the Authority estimated that the capital cost associated with the relicensing of the Niagara project would be 
approximately $495 million.  This estimate does not include the value of the power allocations and 
operation and maintenance expenses associated with several habitat and recreational elements of the 
settlement agreements.  As of December 31, 2015, the balance in the recorded liability associated with the 
relicensing on the statement of net position is $297 million ($27 million in current and $270 million in 
other noncurrent liabilities).  As of December 31, 2014, the balance in the recorded liability associated 
with the relicensing on the statement of net position is $301 million ($22 million in current and $279 
million in other noncurrent liabilities). 

In addition to internally generated funds, the Authority issued additional debt obligations in October 2007 
to fund, among other things, Niagara relicensing costs. The costs associated with the relicensing of the 
Niagara project, including the debt issued therefore, were incorporated into the cost-based rates of the 
project beginning in 2007. 
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(g) St. Lawrence-FDR Relicensing – Local Task Force Agreement 

In 2003, FERC approved a Comprehensive Relicensing Settlement Agreement (“CRSA”) reached by the 
Authority and numerous parties and issued the Authority a new 50-year license for the St. Lawrence-FDR 
Project (“St. Lawrence-FDR License”).  The CRSA incorporated a Relicensing Agreement between the 
Authority and the Local Government Task Force (“LGTF”) which provided for a review of said agreement 
every ten years to address issues not contemplated at the time of relicensing in 2003. Following the review 
that began in 2013, the Authority and the LGTF entered into an agreement effective May 4, 2015 (the 
“LGTF Ten-Year Review Agreement”) in which the Authority agreed to certain actions, including to: (1) 
fund an economic development strategic marketing study; (2) temporarily reduce electricity costs for 
certain farms and businesses; (3) initiate an energy efficiency and renewable energy program for the LGTF 
communities; and (4) enhance certain recreational facilities in the LGTF communities.  On March 26, 
2015, the Authority’s Trustees authorized expenditures of up to $45.1 million for the purpose of 
implementing the commitments in the LGTF 10-Year Review Agreement. 

(h) Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative and Air Pollution Rule  

The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (the "RGGI") is a cooperative effort by Northeastern and Mid-
Atlantic states, including New York, to hold carbon dioxide emission levels steady from 2009 to 2014 and 
then reduce such levels by 2.5% annually in the years 2015 to 2018 for a total 10% reduction. Central to 
this initiative is the implementation of a multi-state cap-and-trade program with a market-based emissions 
trading system. The program requires electricity generators to hold carbon dioxide allowances in a 
compliance account in a quantity that matches their total emissions of carbon dioxide for the compliance 
period. The Authority's Flynn plant, the SCPPs, and 500-MW Plant are subject to the RGGI requirements 
as is the Astoria Energy II plant. The Authority has participated in program auctions commencing in 
September 2008 and expects to recover RGGI costs through its power sales revenues. Beginning 2014, the 
number of allowances offered in the auction by RGGI cap and trade program was reduced (from 
allowances covering 165 million tons of carbon dioxide emissions in 2013 to 91 million tons in 2014), and 
will decline by 2.5% each year from 2015 through 2020. This reduction has increased the price for carbon 
dioxide allowances, which the Authority acquires to cover operation of its fossil-fueled power plants and 
the Astoria Energy II plant. The Authority is monitoring federal legislation and proposed programs that 
would impact RGGI. 

In 2013, President Obama sent a memorandum to the Environmental Protection Agency (the "EPA") on 
"Power Sector Carbon Pollution Standards" (the "Presidential Memorandum") as part of the President's 
Climate Action Plan. The Presidential Memorandum requires the EPA to propose carbon pollution 
standards for power plants. On August 3, 2015, the EPA met a milestone by releasing its final Clean Power 
Plan Rule for existing power plants [Clean Air Act 111(d)]. The objective is to reduce by 2030 carbon 
pollution (carbon dioxide emissions) nationwide from the power sector (plants in operation before 
December 31, 2012) by 32% from 2005 levels. Under the EPA's regulations for existing sources, the State 
will have one year to submit its implementation plan to the EPA. The State will need to be compliant with 
carbon dioxide reduction starting in 2022, with the state's final goal to be met in 2030. The Authority 
continues to monitor developments in this area, including challenges to the EPA’s implementation of the 
Clean Power Plan Rule. 

During 2011, the EPA issued a series of rulings to establish the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule ("CSAPR"). 
The CSAPR establishes emission allowance budgets for sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides for eastern 
states, including New York, and requires power plants in those states to hold allowances to cover their 
emissions. Certain trading of allowances is authorized under the CSAPR. Following decisions by the D.C. 
Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court, the EPA issued an interim final rule on November 21, 2014 to amend 
the compliance deadline from 2012 and 2013 to 2015 and 2016 for CSAPR's Phase 1 emissions budgets, 
and from 2014 to 2017 for Phase 2 emissions budgets and assurance provisions.  On July 28, 2015, the 

NEW YORK POWER AUTHORITY 
Notes to the Financial Statements 

December 31, 2015 and 2014 

95 

 

D.C. Circuit remanded part of CSAPR to the EPA for reconsideration, finding that the EPA erred in 2014 
sulfur dioxide and ozone budgets for 13 states by imposing uniform emission reductions instead of 
assessing each upwind state's contribution (the D.C. Circuit found the result is over-control of emissions in 
those states based on emissions budgets). While the emissions budgets were not vacated, the DC Circuit 
remanded the matter for EPA to develop compliant regulations. On December 3, 2015, the EPA published 
Cross-State Air Pollution Rule Update for the 2008 Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards and 
requested comments by February 1, 2016.  The proposal requires further reduction in summertime (ozone 
season) NOx emissions from power plants in 23 states, including New York.  The Authority is following 
the development of this CSAPR update. The Authority believes it can continue to operate its fossil-fueled 
plants within the allocated allowances. 

(i) Wind and Solar Initiatives  

The Long-Island-New York City Offshore Wind Collaborative (Collaborative), which consists of the 
Authority, Consolidated Edison of New York, and the Long Island Power Authority (LIPA), is evaluating 
the potential development of between 350 MW and 700 MW of offshore wind. The Collaborative is 
currently planning the next steps in project evaluation. On September 15, 2011, the Authority, on behalf of 
the Collaborative, submitted an application to the BOEM for a commercial lease on the Outer Continental 
Shelf approximately 13 nautical miles off the south shore of Long Island. Pursuant to federal regulations, 
the federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) issued a request in January 2013 to determine 
whether there is competitive interest in wind power development in federal waters off the coast of the 
Rockaway Peninsula and Long Island. Two potential competitors indicated interest in obtaining a 
commercial lease for possible offshore wind projects situated in the Collaborative’s proposed lease site. 
BOEM may administer an auction to determine an award of the commercial lease site. 

In March 2012, the Authority’s Trustees authorized up to $30 million in funding over five years for a solar 
market acceleration program involving solar research, training, and demonstration projects. As of 
December 31, 2015, the Authority has approved the award of contracts with cumulative value of up to 
approximately $15 million. 

(j) Construction Contracts and Net Operating Leases  

Estimated costs to be incurred on outstanding contracts in connection with the Authority’s construction 
programs aggregated approximately $492 million at December 31, 2015. 

Noncancelable operating leases primarily include leases on real property (office and warehousing facilities 
and land) utilized in the Authority’s operations. Rental expense for years ended December 31, 2015 and 
2014 was $2.2 million and $1.6 million, respectively. Commitments under noncancelable operating leases 
are as follows: 

Total 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Thereafter
(In millions)

Operating leases $ 3.8 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.4 0.7
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(k) Other Developments    

New York Energy Highway 

In January 2012, the Governor of New York announced the New York Energy Highway initiative, which 
is envisioned as a public-private partnership to upgrade and modernize the State’s electric power system.  
The Governor formed a task force comprised of various State officials to oversee implementation of the 
initiative (Task Force) which is co-chaired by the Authority’s President and Chief Executive Officer.  In 
April 2012, the Task Force issued a request for information seeking ideas and proposals in furtherance of 
the initiative.  Approximately 85 organizations responded to the Task Force’s request for information and 
the responses included a large number of different generation and transmission project proposals.  Based 
on the response of all these organizations, the Energy Highway Task Force issued an action plan in 
October 2012. The resulting Energy Highway Blueprint, calling for public and private investments in the 
State’s energy system of about $5.7 billion over the next five to 10 years, proposed 13 specific actions, 
divided among four major categories: Expand and Strengthen the System, Accelerate Construction and 
Repair, Support Clean Energy and Technology Innovation.  

In November 2012, the New York Public Service Commission (NYPSC) announced new proceedings 
addressing various actions described in the Blueprint including (i) the initiation of electric transmission 
upgrades to move excess power from upstate to downstate (AC Transmission), (ii) the creation of a 
contingency plan to prepare for a large generator retirement (Generation Retirement Contingency Plan) 
and (iii) the expansion of natural gas delivery to homeowners and businesses in New York State.   

In response to the request for information and the Generation Retirement Contingency Plan and AC 
Transmission proceedings, the New York Transmission Owners (NYTOs), comprised of the State’s largest 
private utilities, LIPA, and the Authority, indicated that they were exploring the creation of a new 
Statewide transmission entity (NY Transco) to pursue development, construction, operation, and 
ownership of new transmission projects.  The NYTOs proposed to the Task Force and to the NYPSC 
several transmission projects that could be undertaken by a NY Transco entity.  Participation of the 
Authority in the NY Transco would be contingent on the enactment of legislation by the State that enables 
the Authority to participate.  As of the 2015 legislative session, which ended in June 2015, such enabling 
legislation has not been passed.  On November 24, 2014, affiliates of the NYTOs formed a transmission 
entity (Four-Party Transco) that does not include LIPA or the Authority but would permit their 
participation should the necessary enabling legislation be passed. 

In its November 4, 2013 Generation Retirement Contingency Plan Order, the NYPSC selected three 
transmission projects (TOTS projects) to be built by Consolidated Edison, New York State Electric and 
Gas (NYSEG) and the Authority. The NYPSC also requested that the NYTOs seek Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) approval for the three TOTS projects.    On December 4, 2014, the 
NYTOs on behalf of themselves and the Four-Party Transco filed applications at FERC to permit the 
transfer of certain transmission assets to the Four-Party Transco.  The Four-Party Transco also filed an 
application for cost allocation and recovery for five projects, including the three TOTS projects.  Though 
the Authority and other interested parties contested the proposed cost allocation methodology, the parties 
engaged in a settlement process and on November 5, 2015, the Four-Party Transco filed an uncontested 
settlement to resolve the cost allocation methodology for the three TOTS projects, which is pending final 
approval before FERC.  The Authority, which is co-developing one of the TOTS projects with NYSEG, 
has filed its own proposal at FERC to recover the costs of its portion of that TOTS project.  The Authority 
proposed the same cost allocation methodology that the parties agreed upon in the Four-Party Transco 
settlement filed at FERC.  
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Build Smart NY Initiative 

On December 28, 2012, the Governor of New York issued Executive Order No. 88 (EO 88) directing state 
agencies collectively to reduce energy consumption in state-owned and managed buildings by 20 percent 
within seven years – an initiative designed to produce significant savings for New York taxpayers, 
generate jobs, and significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions. To meet this initiative, the Governor 
launched Build Smart NY, a plan to strategically implement EO 88 by accelerating priority improvements 
in energy performance.  The Authority has offered to provide $450 million in low-cost financing for this 
initiative for state owned buildings and an additional $350 million for towns and municipalities. Such low-
cost financing would be funded by proceeds of the Authority’s commercial paper or another form of debt.  
The Authority’s costs of financing would be recovered from the energy efficiency customers in this 
program. The Authority has established a central management and implementation team which designed 
implementation guidelines milestones and data collection and analysis systems to support the program.  
The team conducts routine outreach and meetings with affected state agencies and has commenced the 
implementation phase of the Build Smart NY program.  As of December 31, 2015, the Authority has in 
aggregate provided approximately $204 million in financing for energy efficiency projects at State 
agencies and authorities covered by EO 88. 

Energy Efficiency Market Acceleration Program  

In June 2012, the Authority’s Trustees authorized up to $30 million in funding over five years for an 
energy efficiency market acceleration program involving energy efficiency research, demonstration 
projects, and market development. As of December 31, 2015, the Authority’s Trustees have approved the 
award of contracts with a cumulative value of up to approximately $26 million. 
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KPMG LLP 
345 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10154-0102 

Independent Auditors’ Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting and on Compliance 
and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance With  

Government Auditing Standards

The Board of Trustees 
Power Authority of the State of New York 

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America; 
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the Power Authority of the State of New 
York, (the Authority), which comprise the statements of net position as of December 31, 2015 and 2014, and 
the related statements of revenues, expenses, changes in net position and cash flows for the years then ended, 
and the related notes to the financial statements, and have issued our report thereon dated March 29, 2016. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements as of and for the year ended December 31, 
2015, we considered the Authority’s internal control over financial reporting (internal control) to determine 
the audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the 
financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Authority’s 
internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Authority’s internal 
control.  

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management 
or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, 
misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in 
internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the entity’s financial 
statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely basis. A significant deficiency is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a material weakness, 
yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance.  

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this 
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material weaknesses 
or significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in 
internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material weaknesses may exist that 
have not been identified. 

Compliance and Other Matters 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Authority’s financial statements are free from 
material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the 
determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results 
of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported herein 
under Government Auditing Standards. 

KPMG  LLP  is  a  Delaware  limited  liability  partnership, 
the U.S. member firm of KPMG International Cooperative 
(“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity. 
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New York Power Authority 

Required Supplementary Information 

(Unaudited) 

Schedule of Funding Progress for the Retiree Health Plan  

($ in millions)  

Actuarial 
Valuation Date  

Actuarial 
Value of 
Assets 

(a)  

Actuarial 
Accrued
Liability 
(AAL)--- 

Projected Unit 
Credit Method 

(b)  

Unfunded 
AAL

(UAAL) 
(b-a)  

Funded 
Ratio 
(a/b)  

Covered
Payroll 

(c)  

UAAL as a 
Percentage of 

Covered Payroll 
((b-a)/c) 

January 1, 2014  $  422  $ 575  $ 153   73%  $ 145   105% 
January 1, 2012   283   517   234   55   143   163 
January 1, 2010   218   400   182   55   141   129 
             

 
  
 

In 2007, a trust for the Authority’s OPEB obligations was funded with an initial amount of $100 million.  This amount 
was reflected as of the 1/1/08 Actuarial Valuation Date.  
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New York Power Authority 

Required Supplementary Information 

(Unaudited) 

      Schedules Relating to the Employees’ Retirement System Pension Plan 
  

($ in millions) 
 

 

Schedule of Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability 

   
 
 
 
 
 

As of  
March 31, 

 
Proportion 
 of the Net 

Pension 
 Liability 
(Asset) 

Percentage 

 
 
 

Proportionate 
Share of the 
 Net Pension 

Liability (Asset) 

 
 
 
 

Covered 
Employee 

Payroll 

 
Proportionate 

Share of the Net 
Pension Liability 

(Asset) as a 
percentage of 

Covered Payroll 

 
 

Plan Fiduciary 
Net Position as 
 a percentage of 

the Total  
Pension Liability 

 
2015 0.59% $20 $150  13.3%  97.9% 
2014  0.60   27   148  18.2  97.2 

 
 

Schedule of Contributions 

 
Year 

Ending 
December 31,

 
Actuarially 
Required 

Contribution

 
 

Actual 
Contribution

 
Contribution 

(Excess) 
Deficiency

 
Covered 

Employee 
Payroll

Contribution as 
a Percentage of 

Covered 
Payroll 

2015 $ 25 $ 25 $ ‒ $ 150  17% 
2014  28  28  ‒  148  19 
2013  29  29  ‒  146  20 
2012  27  27  ‒  146  19 
2011  21  21  ‒  141  15 
2010  17  17  ‒  145  12 
2009  10  10  ‒  139  7 
2008  12  12  ‒  139  9 
2007  12  12  ‒  133  9 
2006  13  13  ‒  131  10 
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G4-8 Markets Served  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .4

G4-9 Scale of the Organization    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .2-3, Financial Report

G4-10 Total Workforce  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2, 105

G4-11  Employees Covered by Collective Bargaining Agreements. 32 .8 percent of 
NYPA employees as of 12/31/15 .

G4-12  Supply Chain. In 2015, NYPA’s supply chain was comprised of 1,286 suppliers . 
These include architecture/engineering, construction, equipment/commodities, 
and legal services; personal and non-personal services; and non-procurement 
contracts . The estimated monetary value of payments made to suppliers during 
2015 totaled $473,164,299 .

G4-13  Significant Changes During Reporting Period. None

G4-14  Precautionary Approach. NYPA has not formally adopted the precautionary prin-
ciple . NYPA is aware of the risks associated with potential environmental impacts 
from our operations and manages its business to reduce these risks .

G4-15 Externally Developed Charters, Principles and Initiatives    .  .  .  . Financial Report

G4-16  Memberships of Associations. Includes: Electric Power Research Institute 
(EPRI)**, Large Public Power Council*, American Public Power Association,  
Alliance to Save Energy*, NY Building Congress and Greenlight NY .  
* NYPA President & CEO serves as a board member .  
** NYPA President & CEO serves as board chairman .

EU1 Net Dependable Capacity   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .24

EU2 Net Energy Generation   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .24

EU3 Number of Customers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .4, 105

EU4 Transmission Line Length .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .25

EU5  Allocation of CO2e Emissions Allowances. NYPA participates in the Regional 
Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), a cooperative effort by Northeastern and 
Mid-Atlantic States to reduce CO2 emissions levels through the implementation 
of a market-based emissions trading scheme . At this time, NYPA is unable to 
disclose information related to emission allowances .  
For more information  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Financial Report

Identified Material Aspects and Boundaries

G4-17 Entities Included in Financial Statements   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Financial Report

G4-18 Defining Report Content and Aspect Boundaries    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 103

G4-19 Identified Material Aspects   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  103-105

G4-20 Material Aspect Boundaries within the Organization   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  103-105

G4-21 Materials Aspect Boundaries outside the Organization    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 103-105

G4-22 Restatements. There are no restatements to report at this time .

G4-23 Significant Changes in Scope and Aspect Boundaries   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 103

Stakeholder Engagement

G4-24 Stakeholder Groups   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 106

G4-25 Identification and Selection of Stakeholders  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 106

G4-26 Stakeholder Engagement Approach   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 106

G4-27 Key Topics and Concerns Raised Through Stakeholder Engagement   .  .  .  .  . 106

NYPA’s Index for the

Global 
Reporting 
Initiative

GENERAL STANDARD DISCLOSURES

The Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) is an international 
independent organization established to help companies, 
governments and other organizations understand and 
communicate the impact of business on critical sustainability 
issues . The GRI Sustainability Reporting Guidelines provide  
a framework to measure, manage and communicate 
sustainability performance . This consistent and transparent 
approach to sustainability reporting is used by thousands of 
entities worldwide . 

NYPA is making progress toward adopting the GRI 
framework . This publication contains Standard Disclosures 
from the GRI Sustainability Reporting Guidelines . This year, 
NYPA has included more of the General and Specific 
Standard Disclosures for material aspects required for Core 
level reporting . The material aspects were identified through 
internal stakeholder engagement involving management and 
subject matter experts . NYPA plans to fulfil all reporting 
requirements in future years .  

A list of Standard Disclosures can be found in this  
Index . The Index format allows readers to easily locate  
items of interest . Details about the GRI are available  
at www .globalreporting .org . For questions about NYPA’s 
sustainability efforts, contact sustainability@nypa .gov . 
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GENERAL STANDARD DISCLOSURES - continued

SPECIFIC STANDARD DISCLOSURES

Report Profile

G4-28 Reporting Period . 2015

G4-29 Date of Most Recent Report. 2014

G4-30 Reporting Cycle . Annual

G4-31 Report Contact   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 103

G4-32 GRI Content Index   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  103-105

G4-33  Report Assurance Policy and Practice. NYPA did not seek external assurance  
for the GRI content in this report .

Governance

G4-34 Governance Structure  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1

Ethics and Integrity

G4-56  Code of Conduct. NYPA’s Code of Conduct requires all NYPA trustees, officers 
and employees to perform their duties with integrity and in accordance with 
specific Standards of Conduct which are derived from the NYS Public Officers 
Law . The Code is provided to all upon commencement of employment or 
appointment and annually thereafter . The Code and its revisions are adopted by 
NYPA’s Board of Trustees . Annual Code training is provided to all trustees, officers 
and employees .

G4-57  Mechanisms for Seeking Advice on Ethical and Lawful Behavior. Trustees, 
officers and employees are required to report any unethical behavior or other 
information concerning corruption, fraud, criminal activity, conflicts of interest 
or abuse to the Office of Ethics and Compliance, NYPA business unit heads or 
Human Resources . NYPA’s external Employee Concerns Line is an additional 
resource for reporting concerns anonymously . Anyone reporting an ethical 
concern in good faith or participating in the investigation of a reported concern  
is protected from retaliation by NYPA’s policies and the law .

Category: Economic

Material Aspect: Economic Performance

G4-DMA DMA Economic Performance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Financial Report

G4-EC1 Direct Economic Value   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Financial Report

G4-EC2  Climate Change Risks. For the past five years, NYPA has conducted an as-
sessment of potential impacts to critical infrastructure from changes in weather 
systems and climate patterns and has been implementing measures to increase 
resiliency and enhance preparedness . NYPA is participating in industry research 
on new technologies to improve resiliency and exploring strategies to further 
protect infrastructure . NYPA continues to participate in discussions with industry 
stakeholders and policy makers on regulations regarding greenhouse gas  
(GHG) emissions that may affect the operation of its fossil-fueled power plants . 

G4-EC3 Coverage of Benefit Plan Obligations .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Financial Report

G4-EC4 Financial Assistance from Government   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Financial Report

Material Aspect: Indirect Economic Impacts

G4-DMA DMA Indirect Economic Impacts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3, 4-7, Financial Report

G4-EC7 Infrastructure Investments and Services Supported  .  .  .  .4-7, 14, Financial Report

G4-EC8 Indirect Economic Impacts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4-7, 16-17, Financial Report

Material Aspect: Procurement Practices

G4-DMA  DMA Procurement Practices. Purchases valued $5,000 and greater must be 
competitively bid with the exception of emergency orders, sole source orders, 
purchases through the Office of General Services (New York State contract), and 
other purchases which are “piggy-backed” on other state or municipal contracts, 
or federal contracts issued by the General Services Administration . In lieu of 
competitive bidding, NYPA is authorized to negotiate, accept, and award a single 
source contract or purchase order for goods, materials, and/or services that  
do not exceed $200,000 in aggregate value, to a New York State Certified 
minority- and women-owned business enterprises (MWBE) or small business 
enterprises . Purchases $15,000 and greater must be listed in the New York State 
Contract Reporter, unless exempted from inclusion by a procurement manage-
ment representative . Goals for participation by MWBEs in procurement contracts 
are subject to a case-by-case review but in general 30 percent of the awarded 
contract value is required to be subcontracted to MWBEs .

G4-EC9  Local Suppliers. 70 percent of the procurement budget was spent on local  
suppliers, primarily based in New York State .

Material Aspect: Availability and Reliability

G4-DMA  DMA Management Approach to Ensure Electricity  
Availability and Reliability.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 8, 10-11, 12-14, 23

Material Aspect: Demand-Side Management

G4-DMA DMA Demand-Side Management Programs.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .4

Material Aspect: Research and Development

G4-DMA  Research and Development Aimed at Providing Reliable Electricity and  
Promoting Sustainable Development .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6, 12-14

Category: Environmental

Material Aspect: Energy

G4-DMA  DMA Energy. BuildSmart NY requires NYPA and other state agencies and au-
thorities to achieve a 20 percent reduction in source energy use intensity across 
facilities 20,000 sq . ft . or greater by 2020 . NYPA is expanding this effort  
to include its other buildings and fleet vehicles . 

G4-EN3  Energy Consumption within the Organization. Smart metering is being installed 
at a number of NYPA buildings to provide accurate, real-time energy use data . 
The data will be available in future years .

G4-EN5  Energy Intensity. The energy intensity of NYPA buildings is being tracked as part 
of BuildSmart NY . The metric used is British thermal unit per square foot .

G4-EN6  Energy Reductions. NYPA is on track to meet the requirements BuildSmart NY 
and has reduced the source energy use intensity of buildings 20,000 sq . ft . 
and greater by 7 .42 percent since state FY 2010-11 . As advanced submeters are 
installed, NYPA will be able to report energy reductions across its entire building 
portfolio .

Material Aspect: Water

G4-DMA  DMA Water. NYPA manages water in accordance with all federal, state and local 
authorities . Though NYPA does not currently have specific water reduction tar-
gets or programs in place, all operations seek to conserve water, where possible, 
through the gradual implementation of water efficient technologies and adoption 
of best practices for water management . 

G4-EN8  Water Withdrawals by Source. NYPA’s White Plains office consumed 4,083,605 
gallons of water from municipal water supplies . Southeastern NY Thermal Power 
Plants withdrew 492,752,862 gallons and consumed 293,117,867 gallons of 
water in 2015 . Water withdrawal sources include: New York City Municipal Water 
managed through the NYCDEP for the 500-MW Combined-Cycle Power Plant 
and Small Clean Power Plants (SCPP); Suffolk County Water Authority supplies 
Brentwood SCPP and groundwater withdrawal supplemented with Suffolk  
County Water Authority water for the Richard M . Flynn Power Plant .

G4-EN9  Water Sources Affected by Water Withdrawals. There were no significant water 
withdrawals in 2015 as defined by G4-EN9 .

Material Aspect: Biodiversity

G4-DMA  DMA Biodiversity. NYPA works with a wide range of stakeholders to solicit input 
and reach consensus on planned initiatives relating to biodiversity . Efforts include 
defining issues of concern, determining necessary studies, interpreting results, 
and achieving consensus on mitigating actions and assessment of success . Such 
efforts are mandated as part of the environmental impact assessment required 
for licensing actions but also form a basis for settlement agreements between 
NYPA and the stakeholder groups, who oversee implementation and ensure that 
ecological concerns and biodiversity receive appropriate attention .

G4-EN14  Protected Species with Habitats in Areas Affected by Operations. NYPA’s opera-
tions cover major portions of New York State; therefore, NYPA’s initial assessment 
of the overlap between its operating areas and the areas inhabited by species on 
the IUCN Red List is conservatively assumed to be statewide . The assessment 
includes all those species listed as threatened by dams or utility and service 
lines throughout the state . The IUCN Red List identifies the following number of 
threatened species in New York State by category: 17 least concern species,  
7 vulnerable species, 4 near threatened species and 1 endangered species .  
No species were categorized as critically endangered .

Material Aspect: Emissions

G4-DMA  DMA Emissions. NYPA tracks Scope 1 and Scope 2 GHG emissions . NYPA has 
launched a Carbon Footprint Program and is setting targets to reduce the energy 
and GHG intensity of buildings and fleet vehicles . Air emissions from generation 
assets are monitored using a continuous emissions monitoring system .

G4-EN15  Direct GHG Emissions (Scope 1).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 106  
GHG emissions calculations include CO2, SF6, CH4 and N2O from generating 
facilities . NYPA will report Scope 1 emissions for buildings and fleet vehicles in 
subsequent years . 

G4-EN16  Energy Indirect GHG Emissions (Scope 2). With the installation of submeters, 
NYPA will be able to accurately measure indirect GHG emissions . These will be 
reported in future years .

G4-EN18  GHG Emissions Intensity. NYPA plans to report source GHG emissions  
intensity for facilities, buildings and fleet vehicles in the future .  

G4-EN19  Reduction of GHG Emissions. NYPA’s Carbon Footprint Program is setting  
GHG emissions reduction targets for its buildings and fleet vehicles .

G4-EN21  NOx, SOx and Other Significant Air Emissions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 106 
Emissions data are generated from 2015 Q4 Emissions Collection and Monitoring 
Plans System (ECMPS) Feedback Reports, and PM is calculated based on AP42 
emission factors: SCPPs (all gas), 500-MW (PM10 gas/ULSD), Flynn (2015 stack 
test), 500-MW (2012 stack test) . Data for volatile organic compounds (VOC) were 
not available at the time of printing .

Material Aspect: Effluents and Waste

G4-DMA  DMA Effluents and Waste. Generation and disposal of individual waste streams 
is actively tracked and managed across all facilities . Non-hazardous waste 
management practices are guided by New York State Executive Order 4, which 
requires annual reporting on waste management and sets reduction targets for 
waste generated in office settings . NYPA employs a Best Management Practices 
tracking system for all environmental compliance tasks . All releases of regulated 
materials are recorded and tracked in a monthly reporting system . Releases are 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation reportable quantities 
of regulated substances released into the environment and only releases from 
NYPA assets are counted .

G4-EN23  Waste by Type and Disposal Method.    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 105  
Waste disposal methods are communicated by contracted vendors . Disposal 
data is comprised of actual weight measurements and estimates calculated using 
standardized volume-to-weight conversions .

G4-EN24  Significant Spills. 6 spills were recorded in 2015 with an aggregate volume of  
38 gallons of oil .

Category: Social

SUB-CATEGORY: LABOR PRACTICES AND DECENT WORK

Material Aspect: Employment

G4-DMA DMA Employment.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16-19

G4-LA2 Benefits Provided to Employees. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 106

Material Aspect: Occupational Health and Safety

G4-DMA  DMA Occupational Health and Safety. NYPA employs a Best Management 
Practices tracking system . All Health and Safety events are recorded and tracked 
in a monthly reporting system .

G4-LA6  Rates of Injury, Occupational Disease, Lost Days, Absenteeism and Work- 
Related Fatalities. Total Recordable Incident Rate – 2 .09; Days Away, Restricted, 
or Transferred to another Job (DART) – 0 .98; Occupational Disease Rate – 0 .00; 
Occupational Fatalities – 0 .

Material Aspect: Training and Education

G4-DMA DMA Training and Education.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  16-17

G4-LA10 Programs for Skills Management and Lifelong Learning.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  16-17

Material Aspect: Local Communities

G4-DMA DMA Local Communities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .106

G4-SO1  Operations with Implemented Local Community Engagement, Impact  
Assessments, and Development Programs. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .106,  Financial Report

Material Aspect: Anti-Corruption

G4-DMA  DMA Anti-Corruption. NYPA performs risk assessment and training to prevent 
corruption and fraud . In 2015, NYPA initiated a fraud risk assessment among se-
nior management which gauged perceptions of business and operational fraud 
risks and existing internal controls to mitigate those risks . NYPA has incorporated 
anti-corruption and fraud inquiries into its audit scope and field work develop-
ment and implementation . NYPA’s ethics and compliance training  includes 
reaffirming legal and management expectations for avoiding conflicts of interest 
in dealings with NYPA business partners, adherence to NYPA’s procurement 
guidelines, prohibitions against electric utility market manipulation and proper 
utilization of NYPA assets .

G4-SO4  Communication and Training on Anti-Corruption Policies and Procedures. 
NYPA promotes awareness of its Code of Conduct and other policies designed 
to prevent corruption through training initiatives and communications, including 
its internal website, posters and email messages . Code of Conduct and other 
targeted ethics training is provided on an annual basis to all trustees, officers and 
employees . They are also expected to review the Code of Conduct and complete 
a written certification as to their intent to follow its standards . 

Material Aspect: Disaster/Emergency Planning and Response

G4-DMA  DMA Contingency Planning Measures, Management Plan and Training  
Programs, and Recovery/Restoration Plans. NYPA maintains and continually 
re-evaluates its Emergency Management Program . This ensures the Power 
Authority’s ability to mitigate against, prepare for, respond to and recover from 
events that might impact its mission and/or the reliability to the Bulk Electric  
System . As part of this program, NYPA engages a wide range of stakeholders 
both internally and externally including local, tribal, state and federal agencies .

SUB-CATEGORY: PRODUCT RESPONSIBILITY

Material Aspect: Access

G4-DMA DMA Programs to Improve or Maintain Access to Electricity and Customer  
 Support Services.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4-6

APPENDIX

NYPA Employees (as of 12/31/15)

Region                                                                                                                                                Employees

Capital   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 31

Central   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 321

Northern   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 242

Southeastern .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .829

Western   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .306

Total Number of Employees  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 1,729

NYPA Customers (as of 12/31/15)

Customer Type                                                                                                         Number of Customers

Business Accounts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .883

Government/Key Accounts   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .114

Municipal and Cooperatives .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 51

Total Number of Customers  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 1,048

2015 Waste Management 

Total Non-Hazardous Solid Waste Disposed  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .41,460 tons

 Total Recycled  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  40,405 tons

 Total Landfilled/Incinerated .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,038 tons

 Total Composted   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 17 tons
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NYPA helped implement the largest energy services project  
in Metropolitan Transportation Authority history  

at Grand Central Terminal

u

APPENDIX - continued

2015 Generating Facility Emissions

Total Greenhouse Gases (CO2e)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  1 .88 million metric tons

Carbon Dioxide (CO2)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  1 .85 million metric tons

Nitrogen (NOX) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .233 .5 metric tons

Sulfur (SOX)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9 .8 metric tons

Particulate Matter (PM)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .58 .9 metric tons

2015 Generating Facility Emissions Intensities 

Emission Intensities: Combustion Power Plants

 Total Greenhouse Gases (CO2e)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 435 .68 kg/MWH

 Carbon Dioxide (CO2)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .428 .14 kg/MWH

 Nitrogen (NOX)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 0 .0540 kg/MWH

 Sulfur (SOX)   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 0 .0023 kg/MWH

 Particulate Matter (PM) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0 .0150 kg/MWH

Emission Intensities: All Generating Capacity

 Total Greenhouse Gases (CO2e)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 73 .83 kg/MWH

 Carbon Dioxide (CO2)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 72 .56 kg/MWH

 Nitrogen (NOX)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 0 .0092 kg/MWH

 Sulfur (SOX)   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 0 .0004 kg/MWH

 Particulate Matter (PM) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0 .0025 kg/MWH

NYPA Employee Benefits

Flexibility Benefits                                                                                                                                  Eligible

Medical  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . FT, PT, PROV, TEMP*

Employee, Spouse, Child Life Insurance  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  FT, PT

Long-term Disability   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  FT, PT

Parental Leave .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . FT, PT

*If determined to be a “full-time equivalent” under the regulations of the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act .

Retirements Benefits                                                                                                                            Eligible

Employees’ Savings Plan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .FT, PT, PROV

Deferred Compensation Plan  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . ALL

NYS & Local Retirement System or Voluntary Defined Contribution Plan .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ALL

Stakeholder Engagement and Local Communities

NYPA’s stakeholders include state and federal agencies, local governments, businesses, 
non-profit organizations, environmental groups, Native American tribes, and community 
representatives . The purpose of NYPA’s stakeholder engagement activities is to solicit input 
and gain support for ongoing programs and planned initiatives . The stakeholder groups are 
identified through formal and informal engagement opportunities that foster a collaborative 
approach .    

NYPA engages regularly with stakeholders in the areas of its generating facilities through 
meetings and events . NYPA supports these regions with a variety of resources, including ma-
jor economic development programs, community projects and environmental conservation 
initiatives .  

Community engagement is an integral part of the federal relicensing process for NYPA oper-
ating facilities . NYPA reaches out to a broad range of interested parties at federal, state, tribal, 
regional and local levels through mailings and website notifications to solicit input . NYPA 
holds multiple community meetings with local organizations and representatives to identify 
issues, define studies, share analysis, and identify actions and commitments that will be in-
corporated into license proposals and settlement agreements .  These wide-ranging actions 
and commitments cover regulatory, ecological, socioeconomic, land use, recreational and 
other aspects . Participants are given access to draft and final reports, and other documents 
for review and comment . Fifty-year licenses were issued to NYPA in 2003 and 2007 for the 
St . Lawrence-Franklin D . Roosevelt Power Project and the Niagara Power Project respec-
tively . The federal relicensing process for NYPA’s Blenheim-Gilboa Pumped Storage Power 
Project is currently underway .

CAPTIONS

Front cover, inside front cover: NYPA linemen install fiber optics,  
as part of the SkyWrap project, to improve communication of 
transmission line conditions near Clark Energy Center .  

Page 2: Left, NYPA President and CEO Gil C . Quiniones; right, 
Attendees at Hard Hats of Niagara reunion in 2015 .

Page 3: NASA image of the greater New York Metropolitan Area .

Page 5: Workers at Autronic Plastics, Inc ., recipient of NYPA- 
administered ReChargeNY power, Central Islip .

Page 7: Top, NYPA employees at Boys and Girls High School with solar 
panels installed in partnership with the City of New York, Brooklyn; 
bottom, Energy efficient lighting upgrades at New York State  
Museum, Albany .

Page 8: Steam turbine generator stator repairs during a planned 
outage, Richard M . Flynn Power Plant, Holtsville .

Page 9: NYPA engineers developed and implemented an innovative 
repair for rotor ledge, Blenheim-Gilboa Power Project, Gilboa . 

Pages 10-11: A rotor is replaced at Crescent Plant, Cohoes .

Page 12: NYPA engineers confirming the protective relay settings for 
SAMAC, White Plains .

Page 13: Drone testing near NYPA’s Gilboa-New Scotland high voltage 
transmission line .

Page 14:  Information Technology computer wiring, White Plains .

Page 15: Autotransformer delivery to the Niagara Power Project’s 
Niagara Switchyard, Lewiston .

Page 16: Top, NYPA Chairman Koelmel, left, and President Quiniones 
at the future home of the Western New York Workforce Development 
Center, Buffalo; bottom, NYPA forestry workers use iPad during 
tree-trimming, St . Lawrence-FDR Power Project, Massena .

Page 17: Members of NYPA’s first Pace University MBA class at 
graduation, White Plains .

Page 19: NYPA engineers and other specialists testing a generator for 
the LEM at the Lewiston Pump-Generating Plant, Niagara Power 
Project, Lewiston .

Page 20: NYPA employees review Process Excellence progress,  
White Plains .

Page 22: Full page, the Marcy South transmission line benefits from 
more reliable and efficient power from MSSCP, Schuyler; top, from left, 
An electric vehicle at charging station in the Hudson Valley;  
renovations underway at the Niagara Power Vista, the visitors center 
for the Niagara Power Project, Lewiston .

Page 23: Left, NYPA employees participate in risk management 
meeting; right, Strategic planning session attended by NYPA 
executives .

Page 26: Top: NYPA operating facilities; bottom, Skyline, Rochester .

Inside back cover: Grand Central Terminal, Manhattan .

Back cover: In 2015, NYPA sponsored the permanent lighting 
installation for the Connecting Terminal Grain Elevator, Buffalo .

The 2015 Annual Report was designed, written, photographed  
and produced by the New York Power Authority’s Corporate  
Communications staff. 

  Printed on recycled paper.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVm1MDf-dgQ&feature=youtu.be
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